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FRONTISPIECE. 



THE OTal in the centre is an engraving firom 
an antient painting in the Hec(;ulai|eum. 

The figures at the fides and bottom are explained 
in the Diflertation at the end of this volume, 
which was written to vindicate to fome of the 
Author^s learned firiends the explication he ventur- 
ed to give of that paffage in the book of Revela- 
tions which is the fubje£t of the Fifth Difcourfe. 
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PREFACE. 



Several of thefe difcourfes" 
have been delivered before the 

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS 

in the difcharge of my office of 

GRAND CHAPLAIN. SoiHC of them 

have been akeady publiihed, in a 
pamphlet form, at the requeft 
and for the accommodation of 
the particular lodges at whofe 
confecration they were deliver- 
ed : but, as their circulation was 
limited, many of the brethren 
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who were defirous of penifing 
them had not an opportunity. 
To fatisfy the repeated applica- 
tion of fuch, and to extend to 
the publip in gen£;ral. fpme cor- 
real ideas. o£ the Jacred charaSier 
and genuine principles of Free Ma- 

fpnry,. I hjtve. been induced to 
<;onfent to. the republication of, 
tilofe difcourfes in. which I en- 
d^avqred to obviate the mifrep- 
refen^adcffiLS, confute the afper- 
iloas, and allay the^ prejudices 
wJ^ich haye been fq induftrioufly 
circulated to deftroy the, credit 
of thfi-inftitutiou* 

Some difcourfes are now added 
which I. declined publifliing at 
the time of their delivery ; and 
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dthetf aX^ ptepared for this vol- 
ume to ^ive it a fuitable variety 
a»d a ire^e^ble fizie. 

/The critic will doubtlefs find 
thefe compofitions unequal and 
defedlive. For this feme apiolo- 
gy muft be made. They were 
written upon emergencies, upon 
very fliort notice, and when there 
was no leifure to fpare from the 
preffing avocations, the laborious 
dudes, and the anxious cares, in 
which their author was involved. 

" H«c,-fcripii) non odi abondantia,' led amoris." 

However they may be receiv- 
ed by the Public, this I would 
have remembered, that I have 
endeavored in them to give a 
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faithful delineation of the fpirit and 
principkf ofvKZE masonry ; " I 
ipeak that I do know^ and teftify- 
thjt I have feen ;*' and thefe pager 
contain the open and undisguis* 

ED sentiments OF MY HEART. 

N. B. In the hafie of tranfcribing for the.prd^ 
a note of interrogation was inierted at the end of the 
iecond line of the 217 page, which tb^^nader 
plcaie to eraie. 
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DISCOURSE I. 

ON THE 

DESIGN ^VD GENIUS of 
FREE MASONRY. 
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<< Haec eft vera et indinipta Fraternitasi quee am- 
morum perfe6Uone ac virtute doncrdcit $ cnjtis femel 
initum foedus^ nee defiderionim varietas^ nee conten- 
doCt dinimpet contrarietas voluntatum : qax fratrem 
veneratur devotiun^ eoiripit diffolatumy pnefentem 
obfequitur^ abfentem non rodit, lanum appbudit, in- 
finnum non deferit, divitem gaudet^ pauperum adju- 
vat." KABA^vs,/ufer MattL cap. ulU 



DISCOURSE I. 



Bt&tfSBSO ikT BRIDGWA^ERt MovsMBit 3, 1797^ at tbb 
coMSEC&ATiOM ov FELLOWSHIP LODGE, 



PROVERBS XTii. 17, 

" ^ FRIEND LOVETH AT ALL TIMES ; . 
BROTHER IS BORN FOR ADFERSITT. 



w 



H O does not know and feel 
tliat man is ordained to converfe v^th his 
brethren ; to impart to them what he is and 
has ; to interchange his refle£tions and fen- 
timents with theirs ? Who has not tafted the 
pleafures of facial life^ or been charmed with 
the more intimate union oifrimdfbip f There* 
fore, who does not find in himfelf fufficient 
in^RiUe to the u(e of the me^ and the enjoy* 
meat of the othar f , 

But whether this tendency^ to focicty pro- 
cure us all the good it might ; whether there 
be not fome forms In which a wife and 
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benevolent man may derive from his compan- 
ionable propenfities and aJSedionate difpofi- 
tions greater utility and more noble pleafures 
than in their common application ; b a fub- 
jed worthy of inveftigation. 

Man is fond of focial life. But if the 
fondnels be without limitation it is extrav- 
agant ; if it be not regulated it is unreafoha- 

ble. When the afiedibns are difiufed indif- 

• 

criminately they become lan|;uid : When 
confined to an individual objed: they are 
ftraitened and contracted. Like the rays of 
light, if widely diverged, they are fcattered 
and loft } if concentrated in a very fmall 
focus, they are intenfe : their real ufe is in a 
due medium, where th^y are colledied fo as 
to warm, to vivify, and to cheer j not to 
bum, efiervefce, and confume. 

" A FRIEND," fiiys Solomon, " loveih at all 
iimei!^ But how rare is fuch a friend ! 
When found, tried, and proved, how valua- 
ble ! Well might an antient wife man advife 
" not to change a friend for any good, by no 
means ; neither a faithful brother for the 
gold of ophir."* " A brother is born for 

* EcdeiialHcut vii. z& 
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^ioerftty .•" but how fddom docs he inherit a 
difpofition for its duties !♦ So that the wife 
man elfewhere advifes " Go not into thy 
brother's houfe in the day of thy calamity/*! 
adding, that there is greater reafon to ex- 
ped: aflifiance from firangers than benefit 
from relatives. 

Friendship wants not panegyrifts. Phi- 
lofophers, hifiorians, orators, and poets have 
made it their favorite theme, and dwelt upon 
its praifes with enrapturing eloquence. There 
have been found fome in all ages to decorate 
its fhrine with the choiceft flowers of fancy, 
and the moft exquifite ornaments of art. 
And yet in all ages and at all times lamenta^^ 
tions have been mad^ of the felfiihnefs, the 

* * Frater ne defemc fratrem, fratnun quoque nra gratia eft.*' 

Bj compariDg the anticnt verfions, there is reafon to fuppofe 
that the lame perfbn is intended in both claufes of the fentences 
and that the real conftru^tion of the verfe is, Tbk raiENO who 
LOTrrH AT ALL TIMES, IS BORN (that I/, . becomes, «r proTes) a 
imoTBca IM ADVKEtiTr. This reading b fupported by £ben 
£zaA, Monster, Vatablus, and Patrick. In like manner, it 
has been obferved, that *^ though a Bniber is not always a Friend^ 
jtL a Friemd is always a Briber" 

The writer, in chooiing the text, had reference alfo to the Cbal» 
d»e farapbrafe^ which is followed by the Targum and the Talmud 
B&byUnUvm^ and adopted by the learned Scbultrns. ** In omni 

tre amat SociUS veriu ; et U/e FRATER eft ad aigufiiam natui^ 

tFroT.xzTiL za 

fid 



at On the dejiga midgmus 

infincerity, or tlie perfidy of profefled friends* 
Few who hare tried it have found it capable 
of affording thofe high fatisfafttons which are 
attributed to it. Moil: have fufFered from the 
eventual worthiefsneis of the bofom partner ; 
or firom his mean and interefted views, had 
the fiind of feniibility and confidence with 
which they commenced the attachment fairly 
exhaufted. Their bleeding affections and in- 
jured peace have given them too much caufe 
to repent the truft they repoied with fuch 
fond and implicit affiance. How many, too, 
under the fpecious femblance of friendfhip, 
** full of fair feeming," have been betrayed 
by their fond credulity, or precipitated by 
their unfufpe^ling heedlefsnefs, into extrava- 
gant attachments and pernicious intimacies ! 
And ah ! how many have been deceived and 
undone by unprincipled companions, whom 
they had cherifhed as virtuous friends 1 

The fad is, Friendfhip, as it is known and 
cultivated in the world, feldom arifes from a 
cool, difcriminating choice, founded on worthy 
and fandioned by virtue. Men revolt from 
fuch formal contrads, where the qffeSims 
muft wait for the flow approbation of the 
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jmlgmefa ; and the heart reftnin its impoUef 
or delay its regards, till reiifon has been con«» 
fiilted) and had opportunity to decide upon 
the propriety of their indulgence. Hence, 
the conne&ion of which we are fpeaking moft 
conunonly originates from cafiial acquaint* 
ance, the confequence^ of a fimilarity of fern- 
timents, fituations, or purfiiits ; rendered 
more and more agreeable and intimate, as it 
is found conducive to mutual convenience, 
pleaiure, or advantage. Sometimes it is little 
dfe than the reciprocal negodations of inter- 
eft, or mercenary exchange of fervices, which 
the felfifli emj^oy to promote their advan- 
tage. The intercourie ceales with the mo- 
tive that gave it birth : as partnerlhips in 
trade are diflblved when the fpecial objeA of 
ibejirm has been effected, or has faiiled. 

There are friends enough to be faithful, 
and brethren enough to love in the feafbn of 
profperity : to participatQ^our abundance, tQ 
feafl on our plenty, and to rejoice in our de- 
lights. But it is the moft deplorable fate of 
adverfity, that, when we are in the greateft 
need of friends, it often puts them fartheft 
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dfe of the fodal affedions and benevolent 
difpoiitions of our nature ; that we muft 
abate much from the high praifes with which 
it comes recommended to us, and ezped to 
find it defe^ve as a pure virtue. Hence, 
perhaps, the total filence of the gofpel upon 
thb fubjed. For it has been remarked that 
*^ it is neither enjoined nor recommended in 
any one fentence in the whole new tefia* 
ment." Ghriftianity, to be fure, makes it 
not a duty ; does not expre&ly inculcate it : 
prelcribing, indeed, to its followers benevo- 
lence towards all, and univerial kindnefs and 
brotherly love, but not difcriminate frkndjhip^ 
which, ftridUy fpeaking, cannot be a perma* 
nent obligation for all. It is not to be en- 
joined, like juftice and general kindnefs. Its 
rife and progrefe muft frequently depend on 
circumftances and events that we are not al- 
ways able to influence or command. That 
could not properly be made the objed of a / 
divine requilidon, which is purely a matter 
of free choice, and fo delicate in its nature as 
to render the meeting of thofe who are qual- 
ified for it altogether uncertain. So that 
even very inteUigent and worthy men, of a 
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fwMt and amicable difpofition, may and oft** 
en muft forego the attachments of this pecu- 
fiar and appropriated alliance in their firideft 
intimacy and warmed cordiality ; not from 
any fault of theirs, but from not finding eafi* 
ly in others that perfefi: fimilarity of difpofi« 
tion and coincidence of fentiment and regard 
on which friendflup is founded. And, in- 
deed, ^ to laviih on one cbjeS that kindnefs 
and affedion which ought to be diflfufed a- 
fiiong the whole human race^ might well be 
deemed a monopoly incompatible with that 
£ree and general commerce of good offices 
which the gofpd certainly meant to extend 
to every quarter of the globe.*'* 

On the other hand, though it be our in- 
cumbent duty to love all and to do good 
to ALL, even this is to be but as we have op- 
portunity \ and it is fllll to be underflood 
xhAtfeme have a more fpecial claim upon our 
efteem, and a more immediate need of our 
afliftance. Widely as we extend the circle 

* Bp. PoKTEus, in a fermoa on John liii. 23, has attempted 
to prove, and he does it in a mod pkaiing and ingenious maA- 
ncr, that, although frlcndiliip is not exprefsly enjoined in the gof- 
pd, 7et.it is implicated in many of its precepts, and recommend- 
ed in the example of the Sa^or. 
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o£ our bencfvolent regards^ univerfid and dif« 
interefted as our good vnSL may be^ yet it ii 
certain we can neither know the need^ nor 
adminifter to the comfort^ of fverj mdividuoL 
Ignorance of the former^ and inability to the 
Utter, reftrain even our attempts. The very 
circiimCkances of the ca& require a more 
^lecial aj^opriation : while our rea£on» our 
inftindsy and natural propenfities, lead u$ to 
i&ake choice of fome on whom to gratify 
our kind inclinations and benevolent ads^ 
whore they may be indulged and applied 
with dearer interefi and hapjner eflfed. And 
this may be done in entire confiftency with 
that UNIVERSAL LAW OP Lovs wUch the 
go^l enjoins. 

It remains, then, that we inquire for fome 
medium^ where our affections may be exercif- 
ed withoul: being partial and without being 
indifcriminate. And how jihall we attain 
this defirable mean between the difiufedneis 
of general regard and the contra&ednefs of 
individual attachment, but in a fele^im of 
thofe among our acquaintance who pofleis 
congenial hearts, mutual good difpoiitions 
and propeniitiesy and reciprocal efteem and 
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love ? Who are infpired with like ardor in 
the purfuit of wifdom, like zeal in the caufe 
of virtue ? Of whom to form an aiTodation 
which ihall partake of the liberal fpirit of 
Philanthropy and the intimate union of Friend* 
Jhip ; combining the benevolence of the one 
with the tendernefs of the other. And what 
fociety anfwers fb exactly to this defcription, 
and unites fo many of thelb purpofes and ad- 
vantages, as that of FREE masons ? Founded 
on a liberal and extenfive plan, its benigni- 
ties extend to every individual of the human 
race, and its adherents are colleAed from 
every nation under heaven. It invites to its 
lodges the fons of virtue, of love, and of 
peace } that it might conneft them by vows 
of eternal amity in a moft facred, intimate, 
and endeared alliance, and unite and invigo- 
rate their beft endeavors for mutual and gen- 
eral advantage. , Blending their refources in 
a common ftock, and forming a community 
of interefb, it makes the profperity of each in- 
dividual the objeft of the whole, the profper- 
ity of the whole the objeft of each individual. 
How nearly does this approach the fiate of 
the primitive Chriflians, who were " of one 
heart and one foul, neither faid any of them 
that aught of the things which he poflefled 
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was Us own, but they had all things com- 
mon !" Were fuch the unanimity, love, 
equality, generofity, and diiintereftednefs, of 
profeffing Chriftians ww. Free Mafonry 
would be lefs neceflary among them. ' 

Moreover, in the aflbciation we are de- 
fcribing is alfo realized that conjlancy of affec- 
tion which friendihip boaflingly promifes, 
but frequently falls to retain ; and that ten' 
derfywpatby which fraternal love ought ever 
to exprefs. There is to be found ^^ the 
friend that loveth at all times, and the broth- 
er that is bom for adverfity." And fuch arc 
the mutual relations and connexions which 
compofe the fodality,* that ^* if one member 
fuffer all the members fuffer with it, and if 
one member rejoice all the members rejoice 
with it/' 

The order, though compofed of perfons 
from various countries, feparated by all the 
natural barriers which prevent men from 
running into coherent mafles, yet feems to 
be one body aftuated by one fouL Thou- 
fiinds and thOufands have one heart, one 

* ■■ Fratemnm verc dulce findalltiam !** CATvit 
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hand ; the heart of benevolence, the hand of 
charity. 

3wsiT are its ufes in adverfity ! Then, 
when the offices of general PbHambropy would 
not reach us ; or our jhare in its benignities 
be inadequate to our need : when Friendjhip 
grows cold, and its moft zealous profeflbr 
Ibrfakes us ; Mafonry trium|^s in the exer* 
dfe of its lovely charities. The moUeft 
f|Aere <^its operation is in redreffing the ca* 
Bunities of negleded, injured, merit ; inves- 
tigating the wants and fuf^lying the Deed 
of in^ence, relieving pain, pitying smd 
fi^ening infirmity ; admiring and foftering 
imrtue. Yes, the true Mafon (and all wha 
are not ib fliould not be numbered among 
us,) the true Mafon looks as nuch to the 
welfare of his colleague as to his own ; feek 
more iatisfa£tion when he can give him af- 
fiftance> when he can benefit him or fuffer 
for him> than when he receives help or fa- 
vors from him ; and is moft forward to re- 
lieve him when his occafion is mc^ urgent 
and his ability to re<}uite the favor appear^ 
the leafl. He is emphatically the " brother 
born for adverfity.** If his means of affiil» 



rf Frei Mafmrj. yt 

ance are final], and his powers of tdsef Itm^ 
ited, he will at leafl: difcover thofe foft and 
gentle attentions, and that tender and heart 
lelt compaffion, which footh the difirefa he 
cannot remove, and bathe with tears the 
wonnd he cannot heaL He remains true 
and £uthfnl to his brother when he can pnv 
cure him no more profit and afford Urn ner 
more help, and has no tribute to make him 
but fighs of fympathy and tears of pity. He 
fwiakes not his bed of lac^ifhment. He 
fiays to fupport his drooping head, to catch- 
his expiring breath, and to doie his eyes 
with the laft offices of fraternal afiedioiw 
Nor does his love ceafe to ad in his brother's 
behalf becaufe his fpirit is departed, and his 
perfon is no more an objed of neceffity. It 
is fironger than death. It is the inheritance 
of his family. It fympathlzes in the forrows 
of his bereaved relations, inquires out their 
neceffities, and ftrives to be all that to them 
which he was in.kindnefs and in care. 

Such are the offices of Free Mafonry in 
adverfity. Such its affeftion and its fympa* 
thy. What fweet cordials may thus be in* 
fiifed even into the bittereft forrows of life ! 
What cheering light fpread over the dark- 
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for that moft dcfirable event** t hazard 
this obfervation^ with more confidence from 
knovring that the sublime gradbs, to 
which all the initiated with £b much eatger^ 
nefs aipire, do in faft imply the knowledge 
and cannot be attained but through the ac« 
knowledgment of ChrifHanity.t 

Finally j with confiilent views of our 
Society even the prejudiced will forego their 
diflike. They muft acknowledge that the 
blunders of its ignorant or the vices of its 
degenerate members do not indicate defed: nor 
prove bafenefs in the inilitution itfelf . As we 
do not know the heart, we may be deceived, 
and unhap{Mly adopt the unworthy. As we 
cannot alter the nature nor control the paf- 
fions of men, there may be fome among us 
whom our p^rfuafions have been ineffefbial to 
meliorate or our injunftions to reform ; who 
" remember not the brotherly covenant,*'* or 

• So St. John the Baptift, the iirft ChiiAian MaioB, wm cctta- 
miffioncd to prepare the way of the Lord ; to finooth the way 
and rezBovc the obftmi^ons to the introduction of hi* troth. 

f Particularly the ** Companions of the Holy Sepulchre** and 
the "* Ktti^ts of St. John of Jemfalem." 

I Amos L 9 • 
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disregard its bonds. We lament theife un« 
feftunate drcumftances. We pity cnr wealc, 
and reprbbate our corrupt brethren. We are 
forry too, that the world is fo dil|>ofed to 
treat us cdntemptuoufly on their account. 
Stffl we comfort ourfehres with the hope that 
the candid wiU fte where the error lies, and 
not withhold honor from thofe to whom it is 
due ; while we are affured that every friend 
of enlightened reafon and redified humanity 
will approve and patronize our fodal plan. 
Herein we this day indulge a livelier joy, and 
fdidtate the members of the newly erefted 
lodge on the happy] occalion. 

R^bi Worjbipful Master, WorJbiffiU Ward- 
ens, R^peCUd Officers, and Beloved 
Brethren ofFeUawJbip Lodge y 

Your joy is the joy of us all. Pure be 
the pleafures of your union, increaiing the 
prosperity of your lodge ! Ever may you 
exhibit for each other, and for every mem- 
ber of the Mafonic family, that con/lancy ef 
iffeHim which fignalizes the friend who lov- 
cth at all times, and that iendernefs rffythpathy 
which defignates the brother who is born 



\ 
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for advfrfity. In att that is afiipdiaaat<) 9pid 
all tkat as noble may you exGd ! Ami l^ 
your conspicuous virtues difiufc beauty aA4 
faiftre over your own charader^ and tkat a£ 
the Society to which you bdk)iig ! 

The appearance of two . Grand Lodges on 
this occafion is an happy exeinplifica,ti,oh of 
Mafonic union' and harmony, and an addi- 
tional fource of pleafure to us alL* Lef me 
be honored as the organ . of fraternal con- 
gratulation on the pleaiing qircumftance. 

Tkb very large colkdion of teipefbbk 
brethren gives a dignified a^^edi to the day« 
I falute them all with fraternal afFe^on^f 
May the honor our inftitution derives from 
their patronage, and our feftival from their 
prefence, be repaid in all thofe a6ls and 
expreflions of refpe<ft with which we delight 
to venerate the worthy, the wife, the emi* 
nent, and the good ! 

• The Grand Lodge of MafTachufetts, under the M. W. Paul 
IUv«m«» Bfq. Grand Mafter, was joiiicd by the M. W. Ja.bri 
BowtN, £fq. Chancdlor of the College, and bte Governor of the 
State of Rhode-UIand, at the head, with feveral members, of the 
Grand Lodge of thaf State; 

f «* Quoi ego dilexi firatemo more fodgles,** 
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May we all love fervently as Chriftians 
and as Brethren, walk as children of the 
light, keep the unity of the fpirit in the 
bonds of peace, and by adive, graceful, and 
exemplary virtue be trained up for, and 
hereafter admitted to, the Society rftbe Perfed 
in the Temple not made with hands eternal 
in the heavens I 
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DISCOURSE II. 

ON TBB 

MLIGIOm CHAR4Q7ER and BMNErOLBNT AIMS 

ov 

ftiEE MASONRT. 



^ Jam orator aderat«->veiuamque rogavity 
Pacifeneqiie m^ixn kamuk pretendit Olivjb.** 

VIRGIL, JEm 
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DISCOURSE II. 



DlUTKABP AT OXfOADt ftlVTBIlBSR IJ* 11^ AT TBS COllfa» 

cmATiOM or TBB ax/KJ5 BRANCH LODGE, 



LXTKEii. 14- 

^ GLOJtr TO GOO JN TffS BIGHZST^ AND ON M4RTK 
J>SdC£ AND GOOJf iVJZL XOWAMDS MMN.*' 

m 

1 HE Angelic hofts, bringing " good 
tidings of great joy ixrhich fliall be to all pco- 
pfe,** defeeiaded to eartli from their fpheres 
of celeffial ^ry to announce the arrival of 
the long expefted Meffiah j " the dcfire of all 
nations." They came as the retinue of the 
Heavenly Prince, to honor his mLdion, and 
congratulate mankind oq his advent. Tran£> 
ported with the happy profpe&s which were 
now opening to the view of the world, they 
pronounced *' peace on earth and good will 
towards men," to be the defign and legit- 
imate fruits of this new difpenfation.' The 
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words of our text form the dioral Ibogwitii 
which they cdebrated an event fo glorious 
to God, fo auQHcious to man ; exprefk the 
matter, as wdl as ground and reafdn of their 
acdamaJtions of joy ; and fupply a fit topic 
of difcourfe before an inftitution which 
breathes the £une fentiment, and co-operates 
with the fimae plans of benevolence and 
peace. In commenting upon them, we Ihall 
confider how they are indicative of the 
defign and efieft of the CbnftUm ReBghn ; 
and then apply them to the purpofes of the 
prefent aflembCng, by ihewing how expref- 
five they are of the pacific and benevdent 
difpofition of Free Mq/amy. 

Let us^Jlrfif examine the peaceful genim 
and tendency of the chjmstiai^ MEUGioi^. 

The many prophecies, in the Old Tejlamenty 
which relate to the Meffiah, and intimate the 
defign and foretd the cffeft of his miflion, 
uniformly fpeak of him as coming to re* 
ftore peace on earthy and to promote the 
beft temporal and fpiritual interefts of man- 
kind. They give him the title of ^^ the 
]?rince of peace.*'* They declare, that " of 
the increafe of his government and peace 

* liaiahiZid. 



\ 



tf Frte Ii(tfmrjm 43 

there Audi be no endL''^ They deicribe the 
l^ensQS and anipidous influence of that do- 
jvunion whidi he will exerafe, (after the 
oriental manner) by a beautiful aflemblagB 
of exquifite and €3q>reffiye imagery ; com- 
paring its effeds in recondling . the moft 
hoftile, and reforming and taming the moft 
ftvage difpofitions, to a fofttning of bruul 
natures ; to ^ the wolf and the leopard^ no 
kmger fierce, lying down with the lamb and 
the kid ; the calf and the young lion led in 
the fame peaceful band, and that by a little 
child ; the heifer and the ihe bear feeding 
together, and lodging thdr young, of whom 
they u£ed to be fo jealous, in the fame place; 
and all the ferpent kind becoming fo harm- 
Ids that the fucking child may fafely put his 
hand on the balilifk^s den, and play on the 
hole of the afpic^'t Finally, it was prom- 
ised that the Meffiah ihould come to pubfiih 
peace,^ and to eftablifh with mankind ^^ the 
covenant of peace/'J] 

•Ilai.hL7. 
t liai. ad. 6—9. « The GkcIe and Latin Foett haen puinted 
Golden Age in Tery bcaotifiil colon, but the ezquiiite iia- 
^ery of Ifidah ftandi unegoaOcd and inimitaUe." 

Smith's 8immsry Vievf rfike ^r^fitis^ page 39. 
lUaLiii. 7. Nadmai. zj. | UkLliT* xo. Ezdcxuiv; xa 
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by exciting every virtue^ and cherifhlng 
every difpofition condudve to tlie mutud 
interefts, and conciliatory of the mutual r&» 
gardt of mankind. 

One great objeA of chriftianity is to open 
tbe Jkeart) improve the fodal affedions, and 
render man benevolently di^pofed towards 
all his fellow beings ; to promote the mdl 
friendly intercourfe and Idnd offices ; to 
eftahiiih human fodety in peace and good 
order $ and to ; contribute to the ieomty, 
comfort^ and true enjoyment of this Ufe^ as 
well as to lead men to eternal happineis and 
glory beyond the grave. The fyftem itfelf is 

univerfal benevolence and philanthropy. Its 
padfic nature and amicable tendency will 

clearly zjppcs^y if we examine its general 
ftrudure^ or confider the fpirit of its laws. 
It recommends an affedionate temper and 
demeanor^ reprdTes ill will and injuries of 
every kind and degree, and forbids every a& 
by which the peace or enjoyment of our 
neighbor may be interrupted. ^^ Follow 
peace with all men ;*** " if it be.pofSble, as 
much as lieth in you live peaceably with all 

* Heb* xii. 14. 



men }^ ^ have peace one iwith anodiflr }t 
Avdy the things which make fw peace ;''| 
ace fiuDiHar and fireqmat injundioBs, are 
Icffons which peq)etually recur in the writ- 
ings of the New TeftamenC 

By enj<nmng it upon ns to do unto others 
as we would they (hould do unto us, it regu* 
btes the pnuftice of all the known fodal du- 
ties ; . preicribes the proportion and aibertains 
the meafure of jufiice, mercy, or benevo- 
lence which we ought to mete out to others 
upon all occafions, and makes even the prin* 
cifde of lelf4ove the moft effbftual means of 
pomting out and prompting us to ads of 
honefiy, humanity, and juftice* By bidding 
OS love our enemies, Ueis thofe who curfe 
us, do good to thofe who defpitefuUy ufe us, 
and pray for thofe who perfecute us, it re- 
ftrains the refentful paffions, prevents retali- 
ation and revenge, and leads to reconciliation 

So that in this religion there is nothing 
hoftile to the peace of fociety, or the happi- 
nefs of mankind : But, on the contrary, all its 



^ 

I 
I 
I 



48 Reliffm dmraOm^y ^c. 

iniueace is on die fide of knman CeUdty. 
And it b certain^ that^ the more dirifiaanifijr 
ig known and followed, tke more will men 
become improved, and the fewer will be their 
contentions, cocraptkms and crimeBc The 
more mild will be their governments, the 
more equitable their laws, and the more fe- 
cure and lafting their national profperity. 

Ik every country over which cfanftianity 
•has ^read its peaceful and conciliating influ- 
•CDce, it has mdiorated the whole conftttn- 
-tion of fodety ; re&ified its general codes and 
•inftkutioBs ; mixed with the ci^ airange- 
ments and focial habits of life ; and delayed 
its eflSsfbs in common tranfadions and private 
intercourfe, in every icene of pubfic engage- 
ment or dcmieftic enjoyment. ^* It has (often- 
-ed the tyranny of kings and the rigor of the 
-laws ; and retrained the pride of ambition, 
the horrors of war, and the infolence of con- 
queft/'* Thus has it been the caulc of genu*- 
ine and efficient benefit to mankinds And 
we may confidently afTert, that, were the goC> 
jpel univerfally received, rightly underfiood, 
and confcientioufly praftifed, under its mild 

• PORTEVS. 



ifomistcm^ there would be uoiims nor %ht- 
»gt ; »a t^panoy^ civSi or veligious y n^ ia* 
jii^e^ csiv}r» aor maJi<;e j no pabUc or private 
itrofig^ : But peace a»<l love, frfcdom aswl 
benerokace^ would bk& the whole wprI4. 
What a change would \3!k^ place in the con- 
dition of mankind, were chriftianity to obtain 
fiich an extenfive inftiience, fuch a glorious 
triumph ! How profperous and happy 'would 
all nations be in " the abundance of peace V* 

< 

Such is the peacdul genius and tendency 
of die dffiftian ctifoeiilitMn ! 



lw,..nowdofe.yaircouriebyohfervi„5 
that the language of our text is alfo the ex- 
preifion of fr£b masonrv. 

This inflitution in^ires its members with 
the moft exalted ideas of God, and I^ads to 
the exerdfe of the moft pure and fbblim^ 
jnety. A reverence for the fupreme Being, 
the grand architeft of nature, is the ele- 
mental life, the primordial fource of all its 
principles, the very fpring and fountain of all 

its virtue^. 
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It interdb us, alfo, m the duties and ea* 
gagements of humanity ; prodi]^ces^an affec* 
tionate concern for the welfare of all around 
us ; and, raifing us fuperior to every fidfiii 
view, or party prejudice, ills the heart with 
an unlimited good will to man. 

All its plans are pacific. It co-operates 
with oxir bleffed religion in regulating the 

tempers, reftrsnning the paffions, fweetening 
the difpofitions, and harmonizing the difcord- 
ant interefts of men ; breathes a fpirit of uni- 
verfal love and benevolence ; adds one thread 
more to the filken cord of evangelical charity 
which binds man to man ; and feeks to in- 
twine the cardinal virtues and the chriftian 
graces in the web of the affections and the 
drapery of the cOndud. In its bofom flows 
cheerily the milk of human kindneis ; and 
it^ heart expands with love and good will. 
It wears ^' the ornament of a meek and quiet 
fpirit.'' In one hand it holds out tAe olive 
branch of peace ; and in the other the liberal 
donation of charity. 

While Mafonry thus aids the caufe of Vir- 
tue by giving additional weight to moral c^« 

ligations } it promotes public happinefs, by 
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ecgoining a ready fubmiflion to the whole- 
fbme laws and regulations of civil fociety. 

In all countries, and in all ages ^' fbe true 
and aecepied^^ have been found to condud as 
peaceable citizens, and acknowledged to be 
the firm and decided fupporters of good or- 
der, government, and religion. How much, 
then, are we fupprized to find oppofers to an 
aflbciation whofe whole law is peace, and 
whole whole difpofition is love ; which is 
known to difcourage by an exprels prohibi- 
tion the introduction and difcuffion of politi- 
cal or religious topics in its aflemblies ; and 
which forbids in the moft pofitive and folemn 
manner all plots, confpiracies, and rebellions. 
But, notwithftanding the ignorant miftake, 
and the prejudiced cenfure the ibciety, we 
are perfiiaded that its r^^i/ character is too 
well known, and its credit too weU fupport- 
ed, to be injured by their mifreprefentations, 
or deftroyed by their- inveftivcs. When they 
charge us with demoralizing principles, we 
will tell them that fome of the moft ortho- 
dox and readable Clergymen are of our or- 
der ; and when they impute to us diforgan- 
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izing attempts^ we will i^mind them t^act 
Washington is our patron and friend. 

« Little flxould we deferve the name of' 
the Jons of pei^e^ if we vioVited our allegiance 
as Aibjeds ; ifpuch le& ihould we i^erit th« 
protection of the legiflfLture, if we gave th^ 
flighteft encouragement to machination^ 
againft the n^itional tranquillity, or th^ 
poifonous breatli of feditious calum^iy,"* 
To depart from, evil and do goo4 ; uni* 
formly to follow after ^^^ tl>i^gs that ni^ke 
for peacQ, and things whereby we may edif^ 
Qne another ; and to pron>ote> as far as wc 
can, the gene^ral welfare of the comniu^ity 
(o which we belong, and. of mankind at 
large ; is at once our charaderifti9 profeilion^ 
our duty, our intereft, and our praife. Aad 
while ^e thus feel and aCl, and rare thus 
known to the world, we m^y be perfe^y 
eafy about thofe unfriendly fvggeflions which 
have been, prop^tgated againft the focioty. ; 
which, however, none will believe who re^ 

• Dr. WATKINS* charge at the cipulfion of a mafon in Eng- 
land, tKho bad. ** perfifted in dcclaitning on ftaCe ajSiir»» ia a losuft* 
ner which was calculated to czcUe diialTc^oa to Govenunent.'* 
8vo. Lend. Z79f6. 
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#iilr cotftttQtipaSy and none ^mXi fear MrJbQ 
iee otir conduct. 

Remembering, my beloved brethren, 
that " PIETY TOWARDS GOD the glorious 
msfter-butldef of the univerfe, and love to 
■ AKxiND, are the t^o grand immoveable pil-> 
hrs which fiipport the fabric of Mafonry,"* 
may your hearts ever glow with the Warm- 
eft emotions of piety and the nobleft fenti- 
ments oi benevolence^ 

I SALUTE the officers and brethren of the 
lodge this day publicly organized, with fra- 
ternal a£fedion. *' Peace be unto you, and 
peace to your helpers."! Pleafant be your 
hours of private intercourfe ; bleft be their 
tendency and happy their eflfeds. 

Under the peaceful fhade of your flour* 
ilhing OLIVE branch may you find refreih- 
ment. Fair be its promifing flowers, and 
plentiful its rich fruits ! And may the falu- 
tary oil it diftils, heal all the wounds which 

care, trouble, or calumny may make in your 
hearts; and, like the precious ointment on 

* Anticnt Mafonic Conftitutions, Chap. i.§. a. f i Cliron. ziL x8. 

D2 
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the head of Aaron, make your face to ihiae 
with gladnels, and difiufe £air around you 
the grateful and reviving perfume' of honor, 
praife, and glory ! 

PfiACB be within the walls, and profperit^r 
to the interefls of every lodge ! Peace to the 
brethren: And ^^may the God of peace 
himfelf give us peace always by all means U* 

amen! 



DISCOURSE III. 



ON THE PEACEFUL GENIUS OF 



FREE MASONRT. 



" Blcft arc the soks of rEACE, 
Whofc hearts and hopes arc one, 

Whofe kind deiigns to lore and ple^ 
Tlirough all their anions run." 

WATTS, 



DISCOURSE III. 



Delivered at WRENTH'AM^ octobe* io, 1798, at the coh- 
9SCRAT10N «r M0N7O0MEST LOhGE dt pRANitLiN. 

ROMANS XIV. 19. 
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LET USy'^THMREFOHEj FOLLOJ^ AFTEJi THE THINGS 
fVHICH MAKE FOR PEACE, AND THINGS WHRRS^ 
WITH ONE MAY EDIFY ANOTHER.** 



1H£ ApofHe, perceiving that fcxne 
dilTeniions had arifen between the jewiih and 
gentile converts with regard to the perpetu- 
ity of the hebrew ritual and the obfervance of 
its ceremonies, in this chapter afiumes the of- 
fice of peace-maker. He attempts to allay the 
uncharitable fpirit they difcovered, and warm* 
ly recommends to the brethren the exerdfe 
of mutual forbearance, candor, charity, and 
love. And to reftrain their cenforioufnefs, 
and fliew them the impropriety of judging 
and condemning each other, he reminds them 
that they muft all fiand before the judg- 
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ment feat of Chiifty to whom alone- men are 
accountable for their religious principles and 
conduft. 

The pa0age chofen for our text is one of 
his friendly cautions. It calls them away 
from emulations and ilrife, and foUcits their 
Qtmoft * endeavors in the promotion of mu- 
tual peace and edification* 

The recommendation is proper, not only 
for thofe to whom it was immediately ad- 
drefledy but for chriftians in all ages. Indeed, 
fo long as men will think and aA different- 
ly, and diflike and difpleafe each other for 
doing fo ; fo long as jarring interefts and dis- 
cordant pailions divide and dillurb them ;— - 
fo long will it be ncccflary to recal their atten- 
tion to the duties of love, the advantages of 
union, and the charms of peace. And fuch is 
the humble objeft of the prefent difcourfe. 
In purfuing it, I fhall attempt to explain the 
duty here recommended, in general terms ; 
and then fliew how it belongs to us in our 

INDIVIDUAL, SOCIAL, CHRISTIAN, and MASON* 

xc chara£lers^ 
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1. To fmrfue the things ix^ch malse for 
peace and mutual advantage, is, in general 
terms, to endeavor fo to demean ourfelves, 
in the various ftations and offices of life, as to 
promote a friendly underftanding and correC- 
pondence among thofe with whom we con« 
verfe ; and to prevent, as much as poffible, 
all mifiakes and jealouiies, all contentions and 
ftrifc. 

Such are the imperfedtions of our nature^ 
fuch the diverlities or prejudices of our educa<- 
tion, and in fuch different lights do we fee 
the lame thing, that it is not probable we ever 
fhould concur exadly in the fame opinions. 
Yet that we fhould make allowances for thefe 
things, and exercife charity and candor for 
each other, is but reafonable andjufl: e£- 
pedally fince the things in which we 9JI a^ee 
are vaftly greater and of higher importance 
than thofe in which we differ^ Therefore, 
to cenfure or condemn others, becaufe Ihey 
think differently from us in fmall or indiffer- 
ent matters, is as unreafonable as to be dit 
atisfied with them becaufe they have not our 
features or complexion* 
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i{uT, to be tnorc particular j ' * 

u. In order to promote the amic^l^le anfl 
pacific di^oiitioa and condud. our texj: 
ctcomniends. We oughtj^ as indivii>uajl&, ta 
Kudce k our habi:Cual endeavor to cultivate 
aiiii^ dteriih all thpfe n^ and friendly djfpo- 
ftbioiis wbioh hi\n% fer^ky into our own 
bofoms and diffufe it to all around us \ and 
to fupprefs and refirict all thofe inclinations 
and paflions A^'Mch inflfttne Cut fenfc of 
injuries, 6r excite a fpirit of refehtment, 
unkindnefs, '6t irtimofity. EVety luft, paf- 
fion, and ihbrdinate afFeAion, tends to crqate 
difcord ahd fow diiienfion. From pride 
coindth contetttion ; from skmbition, wars 
and figTitiilgs : and difcontent, envy, anger, 
and malice, ate thofe roots of bittfemefi 
which Q)ting up and are fruitful in all the 
diforders of private, fotial, and pubKc life. 

Whoever is not at peace with his own 
Mf, win neVer be ^* peace with liis fellow 
creatures* 

If the heart be full of rancor, the con- 
duft will be full of malignity. 



BoT he 'who 18^ k|tidly aflbftioned^ who 
hath the rule over hia^' awn- fpirit, wiU be 
UDcJ^r^no temptation to dift^rt) the' peace of 
his ttcighlibr./ His: caixia^ wiU be always 
inq^fejifiiiBj.his xjiaBiiers gentle, and* bis cai»- 
du6t oU^ging^ And thus wiU he oodcilkuDb 
tinivefrfal effimation and lovo^ aid the ooufilfctf 
general harmony and peape^ and edify \al 

aronod.him'^y his good di^oiition, naim^im^ 

s^CeOndu^^ . .. :.. - 

III. In our social charafter ind relations 
we ought, aHp, to purfue the plans of peace 

and mutual edification. 

» • - • ♦ • ♦• 

r 

Mc^ ate bom 'ff>r focttty, ind dcsGgned: as 
helps a^ coinf{»l3 to eadi oth^r. Strifes 
and dd)»tes^ rcifentwi^nt awl. wr^tlj, gffg ^ 
cordant wHh this wginal d^fti^^on and 
intent. Th^ unfedaiit^ «afi^ TJtey. 9JB^ 
ive of all union and harspony. 



^ , • • • ' * 

Tak very nature, and fituation, the ihtcf- 
efts and happinefs of manland, fhew the im- 
portance ani neceffity of purfuing the things 
which niake for peace, and things wherewith 
one may edify another. 
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The duty itfelf impfies mutual lore and 
charity. He who obfenres it will be kind 
and condefcending* Ifis heart will glow 
with benevolence*. Hb arms will be extend-* 
ed to the large embrace of philanthropy, or 
tiie liberal beftowment of generofity. In his 
interoour£e with his fellow men he will fhew 
the mofi: obligixig attention to their concerns, 
and the moil adive readinels to promote their 
wdfare« He will not needleisly give nor 
take offence. He will ufe great compliance 
in all matters of indifference, and rather 
fuffer inconvenience than excite uneafinefs. 
He is not eafily provoked, but fufiereth long 
and is kind. He expeds to meet with^ little 
afironts, and to have to deal fometimes with 
difobliging tempers. But he is not apt quickly 
and upon every flight occafion to conceive a 
diipleafure, or to take fire at every provoca- 
tion or negled. He will pacify the refentful 
by a foft anfwer, or cUfarm them by an 
obliging courtefy« In Ihort, he is defirous 
and ready upon all occailons to ntiake up dif-^ 
ferences, to reftify mifunderftandings, to 
foften prejudices and to reftore harmony 
and good wiU between any perfons and in 
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any cafes which &U within the compa& of 
hklosowkdge. 

Such is the charafter of him who endeav- 
ors as much as lieth in him to live peace- 
ably with all men, and to promote their 
' peace and welfare* 

As members of a,'^ fictetj it becomes us, 
likewife, to lead <]tLiet and peaceable lives $ 
to promote the public traiiquillity and prof* 
perity ; to pay a due regard to the laws of 
our country 9 to fliew a high re^ft to our 
rulers, and a generous confidence in. their 
wife adminiftration^ to avoid a fa6i6u8 and 
party fpoit ;* and, by. proving ouriblifs^ a| 
all times the friends of order and of {)eace, to 
build up and fuftain our national lecuxity^ 
liberty, and independence. 

IV. Christians, more efpecially, Ihould 
follow after the things which make for peace 

and tend to mutual edification. They owe 

> 

this to the common caufe of the gofpel. 



• * « Donarc imimcitiu Rcipublic«"— «* ficrifiM «tf privgti 
mofiiks amd di/Mrdi to tbefnbtic 'gnod^ vas the advice of the aatient 
Roxnana for the fecuritj of their civil ftatc. 
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They are by their profcfion all ^^ members of 
one • body," called " in one hope/* iervants 
of " one Lord>** difciples of the fame heav- 
enly teacher, ihftruded in " one faith,*' in- 
troduced in " one baptifm," and confecrated 
to the " one God and father of all j" par- 
takers of the fame promifes, and fellow heirs 
to; the iame ^cmoos inheritance. What 
bonds of imion are theie ! What confid^ra^ 
tioD9 caa pre^^ ta divide thofe thus coa*' 
neded. together by the m^ facred ties ! 
Shall they not always tov^e with ^^ one heart 
and one foul^'' and '^ keep, the unity of faith 
in the bonds, of peace !*' Convinced of the 
propsidtY of fuch a temper and condui£^ of 
love and charity, let us, my fellow chriftians, 
}nake>it the fixed purpofSst of our hearts to 
avoid all flrifes and. contentions ; to ikcrifice 
^ little party diftindions for mutual edifica- 
tion, for advancing the common interefl ; 
to cultivate and cheriih the kind affedions ; 
and to do all in our power to promote and 
prcferve concord and unanimity, harmony 
and peace, that we may " cYcel to the edify- 
ing of the church,** and in the " love of the 
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Wetlirtn.**^ And ie it remembered, tiiat^ 
wliile we fdlow after the things whicd make 
for peace, we adorn the holy religion we 
profefi, as well as evidence to the world that 
wc belong to that Jefus who \i ** the ftincc 
of peace," and who has iaid that all men 
may know his difciples by the love they bear 
to one another. So that jlove ' is the badg^ 
and mark of the true chriftian : peace is hi^ 
difpofiiimi<xxid EDIFICATION his dejtre* 

Acknowledged and accepted in this char^ 
ader as the ^^ children of God," may we all 
hereafter ihare ^^ the fruits of righteoufhefs 
which are fewn in pfeace for them that make 
peace," in a world where g<k>dne& flouriflie^ 
in bHis eternal \ 

V. Lutsrir. As masons let us never neg« 
left to purfue the things which make for 
peace and mutual edification. The very 
genius and defign of our inflitution aflign us 

^ Pope Aletandcr, in a letter Reommeiidhig Pexee between th^ 

kiBfi of Fnace and Eaf^and, hi ix6i, hat the foOowinc excellent 

temark : " Inter catera bona, qum bominem amabilcm proximis, 

€t placidttfii Deo reddunt, fllUd l^eciafiter aceeptufn fore credi- 

iMMb quod earkaiteiB cordibot lAferit, cc anbnanim vincuhiiiL 

operatnr.'* 

RTMta, Federal torn u f • ^z* 
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this duty z its credit and profperity demand 
it of us. Recoiled for one moment, my 
brethren, the peculiar fpirit, the appropriate 
objed of our aifociation. Is it not to form 
us to the habits and the moft liberal exercife 
of charity and candor, forbearance and placa- 
bility, humanity and peace ? Are we not in- 
firuded to wear ** the ornament of a meek 
and quiet fpirit," and to retain " the law of 
kindnefs in our mouth ?" Are we not in- 
ftrufted not only to " dwell together in uni- 
ty," but to " follow peace with all men :'* 
not only to ** bear one another's burdens,** 
but to " fulfil the whole law of love :" not 
only to make the kindeft allowance for a 
brother's infirmities, but to condefcend to 
the peculiarities of other men, excufe their 
imperfections, and apologize for their fail- 
ings ? Yes ! We are taught to fupprefs pri- 
vate prejudices and party fpirit ; to forget 
animofities and to liften to the voice of rec- 
onciliation i to foften into gentlenels and 
complaifance, fympathy and love ; and to 
prepare for all the duties of univerfal benevo- 
lence. And muft not the cultivation of 
fuch difpofitions and habits have the moft 
happy influence on general fociety ? Muft 
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not men thus inftrufted be the friends of f(v> 
cial tranquillity and public happinefs ? Cer^ 
tainly ! And free masons have always prov- 
ed fo. For ages they have m&intsdned this 
charader and merited this praufe. And we 
may be affiired that all fuipicions or declara- 
tions to the contrary^ are unfounded, unde^ 
ferved, and unjuiL Be it your care, my 
beloved brethren^ to fhew that they are {o^ 
by a conduA that will refleft honor upon 
the order. Shun whatever would fix a fUg- 
ma on its charaAer, or raife a doubt of its 
worth. ** Walk in wifdom towards them 
that are without.'^ Do not needlqisly excite 
their jealoufies, nor willingly provoke their 
difpleafure. Convince the world, by an 
amiable deportment, a wife demeanor, and a 
good example, that while Mafonry difcour- 
ages all imprudence and forbids all vice, it 
affifts the progreis and the perfedion of hu« 
man virtue and happinefe. 

The officers and brethren of the lodge 
this day confecrated will be pleafed to accept 
my affedionate falutations. 

I CONGRATULATE you ou the aufpicious 
occafion ! May all joy and happinefs ever 
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atteml yo» t ^y tfae^ieMtrw^ ^fi<:«* yotf 
air« er«£M^ be ^ (m&^i^ of #/J9T, th« 
afyhim pf rifrut^ ik^ 4e^£^tftil »bo^ of" 
iifFs / Th^m may wisdom «»lt bcf dmme ^ 
tbere ^^ r^gn fiuvof dii4 p*4Gb{'^ And 
ip»y you inwove flui isftrudsTe /fScrr^i of 
l^e crsift to the b«ft pu^Kiib, and with the' 
luippieft ^fiS^ ; tffl^ having /^i the trials of 
this protatioBary ibte, you ihali btf raptor 
the temj^e not made with haftds^ eternal \A 
the beairenSy where all is hafmony, and love* 
and bM^y umntenrupted and eternal ! 

^* FiHALLT, brethren, ^reweU. Be per-^ 
fed, be c^ good comfort, be of one mind^ 
live in peace ; and the God of lore and 
peace be with you l'^ Amen4 

^ The noDben of Iddn^^MMry Ladge hvr^ «MAid and aif 

Siii(hu){ » hxfn^ and b aadfian c Iniildiiiy (or their AflembEcib iar 
the town of Franhlisu 
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PURPOSE OP CHARITY. 



Remote from thofe contefts and 
revolutions which make Europe one vaft 
aceldamoy we, my brethren, have opportu- 
nity, in thefe happy retreats of liberty and 
peace, to unite in thofe mild plans whofe 
unoftentatious objeft is charity, and whofe 
humble tStdi is individual and focial benefit. 
And tkre now affenvble to celebrate the fefti- 
val of " the di/biple whom JESUS loved ''— 
HOLT SAINT jOHNy tlie patrou of our order ;. 
with the more exprefs purpofe of calling into 
exercife the virtues ivhicb JESUS loved; be* 
NEroLENcs AND cHARiTT ; the diftinguifhing 
charaderiftics of the mafonic infUtution. 

Were there nothing congenial in the 
icntiments of the liberal, were there noth« 
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ing affimilating in the tempers of the be« 
nevolent^ that mind muft furely be warped 
from every generous impulfe of humanity, 
which is not gla4dened at the fair occaiioi^ 
the prefent offers of ccH^gratvhting tha 
progreis of a fodety formed with the exprefit 
defign of leffening the aggregate of human 
mifery and inoeafing the fum of humasi 
happinefi* 

This is your folemn, yet joyous fcftival, 
my brethren- Not the feaft in which appe? 
titc is pampered or fcnfyaUty indulged » \>yx% 
where ^t moral taile is gratified, and the 
bowels of mercy refreihed : the. feaft . tq 
which the poor and the afflided are inyited^ 
that their wants may b^ foppUc4 *nd theic 
hearts comforted. 

So well ara I affured pf your readineis to 
every good work of hofpitaUty and benefi- 
cence, that I have Httle eife to do than tq 
affift your kind offices and fecond your en* 
deavors. In my prefent addrefi^ I pretend 
QOt to in&ruA you in a duty already famiHar 
and in happy operation j but IbaR only'takc 

the liberty qf " ftirring 1^:1 your pure m»^ds 

. • • • 

by way of remembrance/' and of pointing 



out tliofe duinnek m which your boiinjky 
will flow with th^ moft certam advanUg^ 
a»d pennimqat e$B^ 4^ si text to my dii^ 
cmrfei (if it he not top hte ta int|K)duQ( 
one,) I would !)& tboie wofds infertedin thf 
35th vqdc of tho xsivth chapter of l^EVITU 
CMS. 
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This is th^ admirable iii|uii£tii>n of thft 
jcwifh kgpflatoy. He had becA fiating the 
law far the inilijtutioa of th^ jubikh or yeas 
of liberty* Thi^ was to take j^lace every 
fiftieth yeaf. It ^ai| a. (eafon of national 
(eft, ,feiUvity and jay. Care ceaied ajod 
Is^or was fii4>^iided^ The ground remaiacd 
untilled, and whatever it ^ontaoeoufly pro* 
dujced belonged to the poor and needy«L 
Slaves were manumitted, captives releafed, 
aad prifooers iet £ree« jUI debts were can* 
celled, aQ cpntroverfies acQuf^ed, all hw-fuits 
ferminated. Mortgaged and alienated eftates 
reverted back to their original owners }. fpc 
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thefe were fo entailed that the right heir 
cotdd never be wholly excluded from his 
patrimony. This law was intended to pre* 
ferve a perfect diftinffion of tribes and fami- 
lies ; to fix the Jews in -Canaan, and attach 
them to the country ; to cut oflF the means 
and fupprels the greedineis of heaping up 
yre^th } to prevent the rich from oppreffing 
the. poor ; and to preferve, as much as pofli- 
ble, the equality of their fortunes and con** 
dkion.* 

But to guard againft the uneafinefs fuch a 
liquidation of debt and rcverfion of property 
mighlt occafion ; or rather, to prevent any 
from the neceifity of incumbering or sdienat- 
ing their eftates to get a livelihood ; it was 
made a folemn requifition that the more 
fortunate and opulent fliould exercifc the 
utmofl charity and compaifion to their 
brethren under decay j contribute to their 
relief by every means in their power ; and 

* For this ciid their gtmeakgieal records^ were, of neceflity, to he 
carefully kept, that.thcy might be able to prove their right to the 
inheritance of their anccftors. By this mean, in after times, the 
fianiily of the Meifiah was readily and fully afcertained, to be, as. 
the prophets had foretold, « of the tribe of Judah and lineage of 
David." 

CvMEUS, dt JU^uh. He6r. lib. i. C. ^^ 
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lend d^m money, if they defired it, to be 
repaid as they could make it moft conve*^ 
nient, and without demanding any thing for 
its u£e. They were bidden to esetend their 
affifbtnce even to firangers and fojmrners^ as 
well as neighbors and fellow citizens : for 
the cxercife of benevolence ihould not be 
confined to kindred nor limited to place ; 
every human being who needs, has a claim 
to its regards.* 

SoM£ of the beforementioned regulations, 
to be fure, were peculiarly accommodated to 
the jewiih commonwealth, and are not ap« 
fdicable to any other condition of dvil foci? 
ety : but the diiinterefted and generous prin« 
dples on which they arc founded belong to 

THE PERPETUAL CODE OF HUMANITY. 

Ai^THOUGH an equalization of property 
and a community of goods was attempted 
among the firft chriftian converts,! yet it is 

*** Charity u a com|»Ute and confident thing. It is not ^fegwuni 
bot k iircU. Its affedtions ftream from God, as their cttire ; aJl 
mankind compofe their eireumfertnce : they go forth, not only in 
ooe.bnt IB all dirq^ions towards the produdion of others goodl** 

FAWCaTT. 

t Ads ii. 44, 45 ; ani) It. t%* 
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evident dot it WM not iMMded fbat fbe 
drcuinft^oces ci maakiiid i» after age9 
flM)idd thxitf be acgufted, 9peda{ reafons 
inde k ex|>e(fient tbef^ which woyld never 
operaEte agaiQr 

In faft, a perfed equality of ftation and 
pofleifion, however pleafipg in theory,, is not 
reducible to pradico. Mankind are too 
corrupt and iJelfifb for fuch 2^ condition ta 
continue long, were it o^ce introduced, 
"^'fttoftg wotA! fbo^ take advantage of 
the Wiak, ami fflch by power a krger &are 
^roin ^6 epmmoir ftodc Cupidity would 
aCCHQuIate, and avarice prevent diffiiiionf 
imd; wftHe 1&LZ induftriousr incre^fed their 
property^ the hidolent would become poor. 

But even were this equalization poiHble, 
It would not be deiirabte : for it would be 
iBc O tn pa l lb lg' with improvement and un- 
fevorabfe to virtue. There would be no 
ilimulus to mental af^Hcation^ and no ufe 
ftyr xntdfeAua} improvement. Induftry and 
indolence woulil hiMret the: hfot fvccefsie 
Merit would fail of promotion } and perfor? 
mancC) of reward. The cham. of mutual 



dcpend^ce, wiuch renders us atcordmg to 
the expreffion of St« Petei^^ ^ fiibjed one tb 
another/^ trould he broken^ That would 
be no room for a teciprodty <sf landnefics^ 
iiQ qpporttuiity for the beftowment of 
charity, and nothing to cidl into exdtcifk 
thofe benevolent a&ftioils atid tender fym^ 
^hies which are die otnameM of Ouf 
^des and the prolific cauies of indtviduai 

4uul (bdai happinefitf 

« 

Instead, therefore, of maldhg any vaih 
vftttempt to bring the conditions of mankind 
to a common fiandard ; or indulging any 
idle ndihes that they were more upon a 
levd; it is much more expedient, com* 
mendable, and proper, that the rich and 
the poor, by a mutual interchange of good 
offices, ihould contribute to each other's 
mccommodation and comfort ; that the abun* 
dance c^ the one Ihould be freely and gen* 
eroufly beftowed to fupply the wants of the 
other } and that tkus^ as Saint Paul enjoins, 
^ there may be in fome fort an equality/'*^ 

Havb we been fortunate in the labors of 
induftry, or fuccc&ful in the enterprizes of 

* % Cor« viii, 24. 
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bufinefi ; have our ftores been increafed hy 
the fucceflive feafons of productive years ; 
have our riches been rolled in with the pro- 
pitious tide, or wafted home by the favoring 
gale ? This is under the aufpices of heaven. 
^ Not our hand, nor our might hath gotten 
us this wealth/' It is beftowed by a Uefling 
we did not deferve, and fecured £rom contin- 
gencies we could not control ; that in its ufe 
we might be happy, and make others fo too. 
It is conferred on us by the fupreme Propri- 
etor, not to fiipport our indolence or pamper 
our luxury, not to be hoarded by our ava- 
rice, or fquandered by our profligacy ; but 
that we might be made ^^ ftewards of the 
manifold grace of Goo," and almoners of 
his bounty to the poor. 

But, as it cannot be expeAed, that, while 
the claims are fo repeated and the claimants 
fo numerous, even the beft difpofed and 
moft liberal individual can £itisfy all their 
wants ; it has been found advifable to form 
an aflbciation, which, uniting the means of 
the provident and the bountiful, might col- 
left their contributions and their '^ alms into 
a ftore houfe'' of fupplies for numbers. And 
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this, my hearers, is one main defign of the 
Society whofe anniverfa:ry feftival makes this 
day the jubilee of humanity. 

Though the manner and the meafure of 
our charity be a profound fecret, yet it is 
generally known that our inftitution eftab- 
liihes a fund for charity, and provides 
refources for the unfortunate ; and that it 
fuperadds to the Common law of our nature 
and the exprefs injunctions of religion anoth« ^ 
er reafon for the exercife of benevolence, and 
another motive to the beftowmcnt of gene- 
rofity. And you, my brethren, have often 
felt with what engaging and perfuafive em- 
phafis the importance *of BMorHEHLr lofe^ 
RELIEF^ AND TRurH^ are inculcated in our lec- 
tures. The firft renders us affe^ionate^ the 
iecond generous ^ the xKirdjuft. To brotherly 
kindnefs is added charity ; and both are 
crowned with fidelity, and fecured with 
juftice. 

Our excellent book of constitutzons has 
afferted,* what I am fure your own hearts 
witnefs, that, ^^ to afford fuccor to the dif- 
treficd, to divide opr bread with the indufiri- 

* Chapter i. Se^on3« 
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Ous poot^ and to put the tnifguided traveller 
into the way, ate duties of the craft, fiiitable 
to its cUghity and exj^reffiVe of its ufefulnels. 
But, though a MafdA is never to ihut his ear 
nnldndly agsuinft the compbunts of any of 
the human rac^, yet, when a ir$tbir is op» 
prefied or fufiers^ he is in a more peculiar 
manner caUed upon to open his whole foul 
in lote and compa^on to him, and to re* 
Iteve lum^ Hirithout pTgiidice, according to 
his capacity/' 

Th2 pi^efent occafion, which reminds you 
of the benevolent purpofes of our aflbdation, 
prompts you to inqi^ire if any bratber be wax* 
en poor through misfortune, or fallen into decay 
through ficknefi, that you may repair his 
iofles or relieve his diftpefs ? If any Jiranger 
imfojourner from a fereign land need the wel* 
come of your hofpitality or the affiilance of 
your bounty, thid he may live with you f If the 
defolate widow of fome deceafed member be 
in neceffitous circumfiances. Or his helpkis 
orphans require proteftion or maintenance ? 
Thefe are the tender inquiries of the day* 
Here are the channels opened for the^r« 
rent of your afiedion, and the befiowment 
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of your charity. Here your compaffion 
may operate ^thout rcftraint, and your 
benefadions be applied in the xvorthieft man- 
ncr. You may have the pleafing reflexion 
that you fopply the neceffities of thofc who 
are allied to you by the moft endearing ties, 
Vid difdiarge one of the charafterifkic duties 
of the mafonic inilitution, 

Whsrefo&Ej my brethrcB, do you cwry 
€orn^ wine^ and oil in yoiest proceflioiis^ but to 
TConiad you, that^ in the pilgrimage lof hu* 
maa life you are to impart a portion of your 
hread to feed th^ hungry, to fend a cup of 
your vAne to cheer the forrowfid, and ta 
pour the Healing oil of your confolation intbt 
the wounde which' fickn^fs hath made in the 
bodies or affli^ion rent in the hearts of your 
fdlow traveUe;r$ \ 

Hasten, then,toperfoikm thefe affeftionate 
&rvices ; and ^* thus fulfil the whole law of 
love !" ** The bleiling of thofe who are ready 
to peiiiih will come upon you,'^ accompanied 
vith the approbation and followed by the 
reward of the divine philanthropist, 
** Theji, in that awful day, when the fccreta 
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of all hearts (haU be difdofisd, the gasnng 
multitude who have curioufly inquired our 
fecret Ihall be aftonifhed to know that the 
greate/l deep of Mqfomc fecrecy was the unjpub^ 
zisHSD ACT OF DOING GOOD /"* The memoriak 
of your beneficence will prove your paffport 
to the bli&fiil feats of eternity ! Tou will be 
received to that glorious fociety where there 
will be no neceflitous objeSs to excite com- 
paffion ; but where your bounty to fuch on 
earth vnH meet a Eberal recompence, and 
the divine principle of charity forever re- 
main a lacred band to unite us to one anoth-^ 
er and to thb God of love who is the 
Q)ring of imniortal joy ! 

* RiCT. Jktbro lNwooD*t ScrmoiiSy p, 147* 
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BstonB A CHAPTER o> BOtAZ^MCn MASOm. 

wmmmtmBsmmmmmmmammmBmmsaBssssm 

Hfi rudr s4tM 4ir MM n tUMk mr sum 

^M^» wi»at tUfffot bigh friffi ^ mt >rg^ 

REVELATIONS ii* 17. 

ro my rHAr ovfRcoMPTH will i cifm ra fAr 

OF TffS HIDDEN MANNA, AND I WILL GfFE Hlfi 
A tTHirB SrONS, AND IN TBS, STONS A NEtlt 

N4ffs, fntirrsN, wbiqh no man xNotrErk 

tATJNa BM X^Ar RfLCSITBTa tT. '* 



4 2S£ AibUine promSlb. has a pecjiiliar 

IvitblA tbv vail of 1^« tQ»fOMC temple. 

With that cautiQQ whicji t)ecomes me iii 
addreffing a mix^d audience» t will take the 
Kberty of explaining the paflage, for the pur« 
pofe of pointing out diQ& motives which 

F2 
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St fttgg^ to a patient perieverance in tlit 
ways of wdl doing. 

Thouor thi« chapter of th* Apocalypfi^ 
and the one preceding, be particularly adr 
drefled to the churches pf Afia, yet the 
threateningn and the promifes they copitain 
are introduced with a folemnity which b&r 
Speaks them intended for the caution and 
encouragement of chriftians in general in all 
fucceedin^ ages, fo long as the ^nces they 
reprove and tl^e ^rtues they commend 
ihall be found in the world. 

^Eyk hath not feen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things w|dch God hath prepared for 
them that love him. ^ut God hath re- 
▼ealed them unto us by his fpirit : for the 
^irit fearcheth all things, yea the deep 
thingi pf Gob.'^^ Thefe Inconceiva'ble glo- 
iries are defcribed to us in a way conform- 
able to pur narrow intelle^. Were fpirit- 
nal and heavenly joys reprefented as they 
really are, and defined by their own proper 
names and qualities, we ihould be utterly 

• I Cor. iL 9. zok 



utiaUe to comprdiend them, and thcirefore 
▼ery incompetent judges of their vahie. In 
conde&enfion, therefore, to our fimited fac- 
ulties, fuch metaphors are ufed in the holy 
fcriptures in revealing to us ^^ the hidden 
myfteries" of the future life, as are lonthin 
the comprehenfion of the human nund, and, 
in fome fort, accommodated to the feelings 
and ivifhes of the human heart. Among 
thefe is the promife of ovr text, which I Ihall 
now proceed to e^qplain* 

Without quoting the various conjectures 
of commentators and critics into its mean- 
ing, all of which * I Ihall take the liberty to 
rejeft as contradidory or inapplicable ; I 
ihall at once ftate what I conceive to be the 
import of the paflage« 

« 

I. The firft part of the promife has un- 
doubtedly a reference to that miraculous 
proviiion made for the children of Ifrael in 
the wUdernefi by the immediate hand of 
God. The ^^ hidden manna'' alludes to that 
iample of this bread which was laid up before 
the Lord in the ark of the covenant :* and 
by it 18 intended ^^ that meat which endureth 

* Compafe Exod. xvL 33. HeK iz. 4. 
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unto ererlafting life," that ffHtitu&l ib&i, 
with which the ibul iball b;; aaiply (implied 
W iht heavenly fiate^ where all its reliaad 
4e&?es £haU be fi^ly gratified* 

•' Lord evermore give us this bread !** 

iVheii the laborers ihall be called from work 

f 

to f eArefliment, and the Grand Mafter fliall 
tlofe the earthly lodge to open upon the fifft: 
ftep of eternity, may we be admitted to thtf 
privilege and raifed to the hoiior of eating 
and drinking with him at his table ;* and 
be abundantly fatUfied with the goodne& of 
his houfe» even of his holy temple If 

II. The other claufe of the verfe we are 
considering relates to a particular cuftom 
among the antients with which they com- 
menced and perpetuated a refined friendflilp. 
For this purpofe the dontra&ing parties took 
a fiftaU piece of bone» ivory or {lone» and 
dividing it into equ^ and fimilar parts, one 
of the perfons wrote his name upon one 
9f thefe^ and hb friend upon the other ; 
and they made a mutual exchange* This 
little ticket, or ^^ keqp-fake/' was retained as 
a facred pledge and remembrancer of aa 

* Luke zxil 3a t Pial Ur* 4« 



MMwiuncnt the noA ftored and inviolabk^ 
fOtir^ and pcnoanent^ tlut could be fwsied* 
tarhfcding the v»rd^ J^ and tiAen of an cm 
deared fiatcrnity, it was the mean of afcer- 
taining the objeA of the heart's afi^ons 
after many years abfence^ and of ftctiring £ot 
him a weksome to the privileges and a ihare 
m the endearments of hoi^tality and Uyv^i 
Of coaHe the token was carefully preferved* 
Though, in itfelf confidered, of fmalleft 
trorth; yet, as the memorial of a highly 
eftedmed friend, as it renewed thofe kind 
emotions of which he was the objpA, and 
called up a hiftory on which the heart de* 
fighted tb dwdl, its value became indftimable* 
And left fome one eUe ihbuld take the ad^ 
vantage of it, the p^fifeflfor kept it with great 
privacy, and cautioufly concealed from every 
one the name or mark engraved upon it. 

SupposiNO our text to relate to this cuf*' 
tom ; what a delightful train of ideas does it 
fUggeft ! 

In ^Jpirituai fenfi^ the promife is to this 
efied, that rHE man of triumphant virtue 

SHALL BE REWARDM) BY THE EAVOR AND FRIEND^ 
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pleafing aflurance ift alfo giyen or implied ib 
leveral other paflkges of the New Teftament^ 
^^ not in the language of mere affirmation 
only, but m a great variety oi figurative^ 
animated esqnreffions, fo as to convey to the 
imagination as well as to the reaibn and 
judgment, the livelieft and deepeiib impre£- 
fions of its truth and import/'* Here we 
perceive the ^fieftions of the heart direfted 
to the fcene of their naUeft cxerdfe ; and 
the virtues of the chriftian charafter ripening 
for a fphere of ezaked blifi. And here we 
are affured that in another and better world 
the true follower of Jefus ihall be admitted 
to a friendfliip, the pledges and the prxVir 
leges, the fatisfadions and the glories of 
which, can be felt, underftood, and realised 
wdy by the btmoredand highly favored receiver. 

To ufe the words of Dodor Tcukg^ on a 
^milar fubjedl: ; ^' 1$ not thi^ almoft toe 

much for human modefty tp mention, for 
human frailty to credit ; and oh ! is it not 
£u: too much for human gratitude to leave 

* Confult John !▼. x, s. zzii. 3a RonL "viiii 29. % Cor. itt, 
|S. zxl 27. Rev, Hi la zix. f. 
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UBprodiimedy unadored ! O Ueffed revdsu 
tkm that opens fucfa wonders P' What eo/^ 
cootagament and hope are here ! Who would 
gKchange the frame of muid which even the 
bare anticipation of fuch hapfnneis produces, 
if nature could fupport it, for any other ? 
Who is there that would not wifli to be of 
tiie number thus diftinguiihed ? Who but 
"would be glad to have his fiddity thus a& 
knowledged. Us ^^rtue thus rewarded, his 
eternal interfts thus fecured ? What joy will 
tranfport thy heart, cbribtiath^ at this pleat 
ing tranfa&ion ! How will the fons of Gon 
congratulate thee upon this moft honcMraUe 
tefiisnony to thy integrity and fidelity! 
How wiU thy fellow iaints rejoice with thet 
in mutually iharing the commendation and 
inendfliip of the beft of beings ! 

In this view, how great, how excdlcnt, is 
the chriftian profeffion ; how high and iCg- 
nifying the work of life ! What can be a no* 
bier objea of purfuit than the friendihip of 
Jeftts ! What more worthy method of pum 
fuing it than by fted£dbie(s and perfeverance 
in the ways of well doing ! 



9S FiMA2^^«i»;f|Ar^ 

Tai fttutttd opentkmi of finomf tsui irii^ 
ttpDs aieftlcm, even in tUb world, tbaugk 
pften weak aind tntermitdng, are 2cwmpaa^ 
led with ib mnch &ttsfa£tieti» that, next H 
tile conicioufiieje of doing ¥^ett> aflunnoei of 
tke divine approbation, »nd the hope (^ 
heaven, it is the greateft enjofmcait; vrt 
have. But, fweet and endemng m it may 
{trove, it partakes fo much of htiman imper^ 
leftion, is fe Hable to interruption, and may 
fo icon be fofpended by death, that we oan** 
not re^in any earthly oonne^on, as com«> 
pAetdy iatisfying, undiftuAed, or iecura 
But the heavenly union has none of .this 
aliay, none of this uncertainty \ it is perfed^ 
indifibluble» ^ The joy hereafter to be re- 
veded'^ is fufaftantial and finoere ; hrge as 
the capacities of our immortal fouls^ and la& 
ing as the duration of eternity ! 

If there be fitch a fiate of future happineft 
as we have been defcrihing, fuch a fublime 
connedion with all that is per&ft and great 
in the ttniverie, there is nothing worth a 
fittgle thou^t eompared with making i»'ovi«> 
fion for it. Highly neceflary is i^ to begin 
to be that which we hope to be forever, and 



to enter nipon tfant WKy ^ Uting iii xHdkH 
i9e hope to life to iXL ettnucf. ^ Etciy 
tttttn itiio faith thh hope purifieth fahnfidf M 
iihrift the Lord is pure."^ 

Assured that he acknowledges ^ofe only* 
as his friends who do whatfoever he com* 
mandeth ;* fiiOtxld we not be ready to yidd 
m confiaiit dbrtifepoe to all Ais n^MRnMUfitSy 
^ n4 ipUoiw all hit mil }*' Xnbwiiv tint 
^ tilt ftcret lof ihB Loni h ^iMi theat thai 
feveMdm)'^ flioui^ ^^ &ttt imf cvkiTolt 
tbe f«vot» and ibcoM a|i intcttcft iv tlie }a*t 
^tiM^ Ikasf^, t^hoft fvtn^ 
ambition of our fouls, ^^ the priae of «iif 
high calling V* How ought we to maintain, 
][n the whole of Our deportment, that purity 
and dignity which become aa expe£btiou fo 
noble ! How defirous ihoold ve be of a 
nearer affimiladDa wi^ oor eKaked friepd, 
remembering tklt ^^ ke who is joiued with 
the Lord is of oAe <pirit.^| 

IHa^ iksb tMch tt ttOMof^dat hidflen 
wtffoift whidk they oidjf iMvr i^lho att 

« 

% I Cor. VI. 17. 
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truly iaidated into real chriftianity ! ^< that 
our hearts might be comforted, being knit 
together in love, and unto all riches of the 
full aflurance of underflanding, to the acknpw- 
ledgment of the myftery of God the £ither, 
and of Chrift, in whom are hid all the treaC^ 
ures of wi£dom and knowledge/'* ^ 

To you, my beloved and venerable com- 
panions, who are acquainted with the mean- 
ing and ufes of the diftinguilhing fymbol of 
the MASTER MJUUL MASON^ the explanation of 
this paflage and the antient cuftom to which 
it alludes, will be very infirudive and encour- 
aging* 

^^Marh Mafters all appear 
Before the chidf GPeifeer % 

Vvem there the f we. 
On which 8y>pear» the name 
That raifcs high the fiuM 
Of all to whom the fiune . 

Is truly known r 

The ftone which bears ^ the nqrfiic word' ^ 
is le^ble only by tho& who have beea 
taught the interpretation : by others it is 

f CoIofi.iL»,3« 
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f goficd as iofignificaiit^ or confidered as ^^ a 
flone of ftamblmg and a rock of oflFencc'^ 

Though, therefore, you fay to the inqui& 
tive, as the angel to Manoah, ^ Why alkeft 
thou after my name, feeing it is fecret ?'' to 
you it is known as the fymbol of your ex- 
peded reward* You learn the honor of 
having ^^ your names written in heaven."* 
You indulge the cheering hope, that, though 
diftance divide or death interrupt the union, 
of virtuous minds, it will be renewed in a 
more improved form when you Ihall meet 
again in the Miisr holt fiaqb^ and be com^ 
panicm forever. 

Oftbk let us think of that glorious fodety 
amongft whom we are enrolled as members ; 
rejoice in the privileges and honors which 
refult from fiich a relation to it ; and afpire 
to the dignity and felidty promiied to thofe 
who fhall feail upon ^^ the heavenly manna,** 
and be ^ called by the new name which the 
mouth of the liOrd (hall name !"t Then 
fludl we not only ^* have fellowfliip with one 



9$ fne Mi^bntf ^pd^ 

anAtiier,^ but ^ Mur fi^wflup ^^fA be ix4th 
the Fatber^ and urith Ms Son ]^s Ckrift/^ 



LsT tbc hbpes of meeting ^th this great 
tcvdrd^ atumate «s ia aU our toUfl afid labors 
through die \rcarifome pilgrimage of this 
life, und encourage us Ui the . pra£lke of 
tho& duties and to the acquirement <;)f ^thofe 
Tirtues that may tender us meet to be par-^ 
ta^Ben of it. Ijx ii& rife f^^om the love of 
man to the love of God : aikl let us ^ cuki^ 
▼ate human frieudfliip as at length tobe^ 
^ome wottliy of the ditine 1 

• 1 JCJui37, 
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MATTHEW X. 16. 

Jf£ffOLD I SJSND rOU 'FOATH AS SHEEP AMOIT^ 
WOLVES: BE YE THEREEORE WJBE AS SEAFENTS 
AND EABMLESS AS DOVES. 

1^ Xhi^c words pur Saviour ajddreflied 
ms apofiks^ whom he fen^ forth into the 
world to teach and to recommend his relig- 
ion by their inftrudion and example. At 
the fame time he very frankly warned them 
of tl^e dangers to which they would be ex« 
pofed^ afid cpunfi^d them how to conduft 
fo as to fhun, opr to bear, the oppofition they 
muft expert. Making a ftrong and expref« 
five allufion to the known qualities of fome 
of the inferior animals, he bid them take a 
hint of the expe4iency of patience from the 
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fheep, a lefibn of wifdom from the krptnt^ t 
recommendation of harmlefinefs from the 
dove. Such allufions to feniible objefts was 
one of the earlieft^ the ealileft, and moft en** 
gagping methods of inflrudring mankind in 
moral and diviae truths. A&mbling ima«« 
gea from nature^ it fpeaks to the underftand- 
ing by the fenfes. Thefe pleafing illuftra-* 
lions lead us, by an eafy procefs, to form the 
moft important, and often times the moft 
fublime ideas, from tlungs moft familiar and 
intelligible* Hence the loftinefs of ftyle and 
fentiment, the rich imagery, the animated 
defcription, the enchanting grace, ^ich per- 
vade and embelliih all the produftions of the 
tlaft. And hence the admirable ti£ttte of al« 
legory and metaphor with which they deco- 
rated wiOom and virtue. . This methtnl of 
imparting the moft fage and falutary leflbns 
was, by our Lord, repeatedly ufed with the 
hajqpieft efficacy. Our text Is a pleafing in* 
ftance* Hie purport of the advice it con^ 
tains is, that his difdples fliOuld a£l with 
prudence, caution, and mildnels ; and exhib- 
it fuch traits of inoffenfiveneis, wiidom, and 
innocence, as to give no occafion for any 
thing to be alledged againft. them or thdr 
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4«ftri«e, ttffir amy budle for tbfir bdng U| 
uftiL Tbcfe admomttottSi tny hearers, ara 
ftUl important and ialutarT- ^^ individual 
perfim, nor aoy body of men, can be beyond 
the n^ceffity of their fervice. A|id there is 
fi3U*eeIy a day but calls for their exercife and 
tfiplays their utility. 1a% me affiire myfirif, 
then, that this large and refpefbblc afiembly 
will not be difpleafed if Idwell, a little, up* 
on the important qualities enjoined and rec- 
ommended in our tei^t : while my beloved 
brethren of the free mason society ac- 
knowledge my obedience to their commif* 
fion, in my public defence and illuftration of 
their primary and favorite principles. 

Since be who i9 '« the Mighty Couniellor" 
hMh thought fit to fet forth this inflrudion, 
to which I would lead ypu, under the ^« 
prtflive embiems of the shssp^ the serpent 
and the oovs, it may be very proper for us 
to obferve what there is in thefe animals 
tlut ajQbrds o)atter for owe imitation with 
Inference to qht coadu^^g of ourfelves Iq 
Ihe w^rld; 

I. From ikcjbeepvrc may learn patience 

and SILENCE. Thefe are> on many occafions, 

jaa 
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veiy becoming, difcreet^ and laiiulatbte ^ but 
pre-eminently requifite in fituations expdkd 
to difingenuous pppofition or taunting re^ 
t>roach. In fuch ciroumftances the 4defled 
Saviour gave thefq qualities the expreffive 
recommendation of his own exampk. ^^ He 
was led as a lamb to the flaughter ; and a9 
a iheep before her ihearers is dumb, fo he 
qpened not his mouth/' 

II. Our Lord, deilgning to join wisdom 
and INNOCENCE together, propofes the ySr- 
pent for the one, and the dove for the other : 
to let his difciples know that he allows them 
fo much wifdom as is confifient with inno- 
cence, and perfuades them to no more fim- 
plicity than is confifient with wifdom. A 
reference is made to the commendable quafities 
of both ; that what was wanting in one 
might be fupplied from the other ; and that 
from their ccxijididion might refuh a per* 
fed wifdom free from all guile, and a weH 
guarded innocence without the leaft mixture 
of indifcretion. This would produce a char- 
after at once fuperior to the iniquitous con- 
trivance of fraud and the yielding timorouf- 
nefs of mental imbecility ; too generous to 
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impofe -u|^:othcn^ and toa itantloto to be 
imiM&d upon. 

Whatever Ikill or prudence we may pot 
{€& feparate fxom inoffenfivenefs, our 0dll b 
dangerous, and our prudence inefiedual : 
the former may terminate in deilrudive mif* 
chief, and the latter degenerate into con* 
traded felfilhnefi. Wifdom without innO« 
cence turns into craft and cunning, and fim- 
pttcity without wifdom is mere folly.* So 
hazarddus, alfo, is our fituation amidft the 
corruptions of the world, that even blame- 
leisneis yields not fecurity :t it will only ex- 
pofe us unlefi it be guarded by difcretion. 
The chriftian fathers often infifl upon both 
of thefe, and join them together. " Let no 
man impofe upon you, fidth Ignatius,^ and 
fee that you do not impofe upon any one.** 
Jerom thus recommends ;|| *^ have the fim« 

* ** Scientia, qiue n julHtil et lione(bte fejundU eft, calldit^s 
potins quam lapientia eft appellanda.'* Cicer6 de oSi L i. 

** PrndeBtia, abfqne fimfdicitatoy maUtia eft : et fimpUchaa, 
abfque ratione, ftultida nominatur.** HixaoN. iiiper Ofeam. 

I « Panun tuta per feip£i probitat eft.** Sallust. 

I loHATiirs, epift. ad Epbeti 

I *< Habeto fimpUdtatem columbs, ne cuiqnam machiaerit 
dolot ; et ferpcntis aftutiam, ne alionua^fupplaiiteiis inildiit," 
HiBEON. epift. ad Paulin. 
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trive to cheat any one } and. the trarifSflA 
of the ferpent that thou mayeft not be (up- 
planted by the (hares that others lay for 
thee/' Gregory Nazianzen faid of hb father 
that ^^ he ndther fu£fered the i^dfciom of thq 
ferpent to degenerate into cunning, nor the 
innocence of the dove into indiicretion ; bu^ 
made up one complete kind of virtue from 
the ufiion of both together.*'* This union 
)ie afterwards defcribes under the name of 
** goodnefs combined with underftanding :'• 
by Hilary it is called ** wife fimplicity."t It 
is this unioo of wisdom and innoce^cjs 
which perfeds the character of man, It gives 
)um aU that c^ynmands refped aiid conciliates 
eilkeem ; all l^at is venei^ble, and all that u 
lovely. The injundion, theu^ may bear rar 
peating^ that we blend the wifdom of the 
ferpent without its malignity, with the inno« 
eence of the dove without its filUnefs. In 
ihort^ to defi^nate our wifdom as coming 
frmi above^ it mijft be " firft pure, then peace* 
able, gentle, eafy to be inti:eated, full of 

* GasGOR. Nazianz^ Orat. 29. 
t " Sapient fimplicltas.** 
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Md vtthottt KypocrUy/* 

These hint^ for the better underftanding 
of the text being premifed, let us proceed to 
coniider thefe things feparately ; that is to 
fay, let us inftance wherein we may lawfully 
imitate the wifdom of the ferpent, or advaiv* 
tageouily diiplay the barmlefGnefs of the 
dove* 

From retnoteft antiquity to tlie prtient 
day the ferpent has been remarkable for m 
pecuUar penetration and artfulneis/ This 
rendered him, unhappilyi a fit iofirument| 
under the management of (he malignant de^ 
ceiver, to efieduate the fall of man. This 
natural iagacity was not evil in itfelf, how*t 
ever the abufe of it^ by the devil's means, 
was un^eakably evil and deftrudive.t 

* See fome Kmarkable ftories of the Ikgacxty of ftrpeats, in Pt> 
irr, Nact. Hift. 1. tu. c. 13. a 7. 

t Tbe ckinder which U fiven oi tfa^ «mm4 hf the ia^e4 

Uid infinualiaf iuuiire» tha« a»y or^g^ il^i<|0»f»fffi 1 thpts 
before the foH, the icrpcnt i»»» fl|i}4> tri<*UW» w4 «ifSttte|UMr 
with man than any other creature ; and llron^j intimatei that he 
had won the attention and faoied the good liking of our firll 
parents. For when God fays he will put enmity betwcn the fer> 
ftekt and womaa^ the in^atkvi mak be diift ibeic was Ib^ic 
iort of kindnc& aad fintndihiy htlwe^ tbca bci»9b Thp am 
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' From this difaftrous peribd enmity irrec- 
oncilable has fubiifted between the ierpeat 
and man* It is natural for us to dread even 
the tool by which we have been, wounded, 
though we cannot predicate guilt of the in« 
ftrument, or rationally account for our aver- 
fion. But this need not pi'ejudice us againft 
the ihftrudion we may hence derive. Let 
xhe make the creature which was inftru- 
mental in teaching our progenitor evil and 
mi&ry, inflxumental in teaching us, his de- 
fcendants, good and happineis** 

« 

u The firft leiTon of wiidom we may learn 
from the ferpent is that of prudence. This 
animal is (aid always to endeavor, when a£- 
faulted to defend his head ; he*fecures ihaf^ if 
it be poflible, though the body be expofedlf 

the fentimetit of the antient and modem Jew*, and of fcveral of- 
the Cbriftian Fathers. [See Joscpbus, auiiq, Hk z. c. a. Rabbi 
fsAAC ABAaszNii. R. Mazmomidxi, more Mtvotkim, p. xL c. 30. SL 
MiNACHBM. Basil, hMmiL de faradifi. Dak asckn. de fide, L a. 

I c la] And it any be well to recoUedb that the Hebrew word 

[futfrMit, whence. the Latin word gnmntt] here tran(latedy«A^iY does 
not fipiify emit, or iBfidioufnefn, but itmmmg ; and fo the Seven- 

I tf Inter pr e t e rs hare rendered it : and they employ the fame greek 

word whteh our Saviour ufes in the teit we are explaining. 

* « Fas eft ab hofte 



f « In prnfenriffimo vit« pcriculo totum eorpvt idibiM objici* 
«t caput occukcntatqii^iategrtim Icnre&u*' 

f UNt Mf. tif. 
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tt becomes us, in imitation of tMs, when 
^pofed to danger, to take fzx^ to defend 
and fecure the capital, the pnhcipsd, the chief 
concern.^ 

a. Ws may learn from the ferpent P£RSPt« 
CAciTY and CIRCUMSPECTION. The antientk 
have celebrated all the fpecies for quicknefs <f 
fight j\ Hence the poets have placed them afl 
keepers of the garden of the Hefperides.J 
He who has joined prudence to his wifdom will 
kcqitire ihefe alio. He will look about him : 
efpy both his advantage abd his danger ; 
dpeciaDy' if by difcerning the lattef he may 
know how to bring abo\it the former. 'His 
Watchfulnds will eithef prevent the evil 



• « The/rwfaif man fofdeeth the evH and hideth \mSiSSr 

ProT. xzii. J. 

f So the name of the ferpent ia greek comes fhmi the vecb 
which fignifies Ufa. 

'■ ^ tarn cemis aciitum 
i^oam ant aquila, aut lerpeat ep^urioi.** 

% Dioo. 4. OvxB, mdank it. ((37. li. 9a Hroiv» te& jp* AroL- 
fto». itib^5« HKueD.iiftM^-T#az5. ■ 

It ia ftrange that thofe who haive pieteaded to explain the ai^ 
tient mythology haire sot dilcovered in this fable the lineameooi 
of lefemblanee to tlie hiibry which Mofes gives of the fall ot 
mai^ One can fnrely fee here the prohibited apples, the guarded 
tzct»aadtheftrpcBti , . ^ 
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which b defigned againft him, or to which 
he is esipo&d, or it wiU enable him to pro^ 
vide againft it effedually. 

3. We are taught by the example of the 
ferpent^ the advantages of sscrecy and he^ 
TiREMENT. He owes to them his iafety and 
repofe. In theni we may find fecurity, tran-t 
guillity, and peace. In the iacred filence of 
Ktreat from the world the mind colieAs its 
|K>wer8 and rebraces its energies. Thore we 
£ad)eifttrf» opportunity^ and inclination to 
think and to refolve : and there acquire the 
ability and the vigor to perform. Therei 
too, we efcape from temptation, difembarraii 
pur perple^ties, and get beyond the reach of 
care. There we acquire the knowledge of 
ourfdves } hear the ^< ftill fmall voice** of 
reafoh and of confcience which was drowned 
fn the noife and buftle of life ; and there we 
find accefs to the Divinity, *<^ The eye which 
feeth in iecret*' bdiolds us with com^aceai* 
cy : while the benignity of his love hides us 
with fiidtering fafety in the recefles of hi« 
pavilion* 

. 4« Th9 lerpent is iaid to evade the force 
of the enchanter by laying one far clofis t% 
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Hit ground, and ftcpt^g the other by thtf 
extreme end of his body.^ Ltt us hence 
take a hint of caution to ihut out ears to thtt 
enchantttients of pleafure and voluptuou&e&f 
the fpells of wealth, the delufions of ambi-^ 
tion, and the temptations of fin. If we gt^ 
ear to them we may be feduced from the fe- 
cure condition of innocence and duty, to the 
ruinous one of guilt and apoftacy* 

5* It is obferved of ferpents that they raft 
off their old (kins in the fpring, and a new 
one fucceeds them, and they grow, as it were 
young again.f It may be proper for us, in 
imitation of this, to throw afide our rough 
exterior, and become fmOoth, pliant, and in« 
Iinuating. Morofity and aufterity are no 
parts of the Mdfdom we are recommendhig. 
They are " the fuperfluous matter which 
nuft be knocked oC External embettiih. 
meat is not to be difregirded. Maxiy people 
form their opinion at firfl %ht. The out* 

• BocuLKT. BuMm. Um.xl^c.6. Calm bt, ^Jeri. at JfiL MSL 

tEnraAifivt, fpeakmg of thb property of dM ibrpeii€»lkfi, lie 
fuis •fhis M age. See alTo A&iSTOT. 4^. <». L S. So the uiticnu 
n^fented JEfcolapiu* wkh ft Ibake in hit haod, to %Bify hit 
iUll hk renewipg men^ bodies which had bees difcaftd. 




$MQ MafinUc mUms w^aineJk 

ward dqiortment Ibould be ] 
it ihould have a poliflied grace. Then it will 
prove a kind of letter of introdudion to the 
good opinion of thofe who have not better 
means of knowing us. By becoining more 
agreeable we may render ourfelves the more 
uiefuL But the ma9 qf roughnefs will b^ 
n^glefted or defpifed. 

Therjb^ is an infisrence yet more infirudive 
and impcMTtant to be derived, from this pecu- 
liar drcumfiance in the hiftory of the fer- 
pent. We are by it reminded of that moral 
EEKOVATiON of life our religion enjoins. 
Would we become ^^ wife unto ialvation/* 
Vc muft " pwt oflF the old man, be renewed 
in the fpirit of our minds, and put on the 
new inan v^hich is created in righteoufnefs 
and true holineis/* 

And, then fiill farther may we extend the 
metaphor to that more perfect transforma^ 
tion, when our vile bodies (hall be changed 
after the fafhion of Ghrift's moft glorious 
body, and this mortal fhall be clothed with 
Immortality. 

These three Jlages of advance, from un^ 
formed roughnefs to complete perfection, 

4 
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are underftood by my brethren cf die lodge 
in a manner emphatically clear and import^ 
ant. Here they involve fome of the fublim- 
eft myfteries of Free Mafonry. But here a 
folemn awe pervades my foul : nor would 
my trembling hand prefume to draw afide 
the veil which hides the bright tranfcenden- 
cy of wifdom. 

III. Let us turn, my brethren, front ine& 
fable wonders ^nd overdazzUng ^Icndors to 
the contemplation of thofe mild and lovely 
graces prefigured to us in the fymbol oFthe 
dove. Thus we ceafe to gaze at the glorious 
magnificence of the fetting fun, to view the 
tempered radiance of the ibury Iky. 

Without dwelling upon particulars, it 
will be fufficient here to enumerate fome of 
thofe qualities afcribable to the dove proper 
iot our imitation. At the head of thefe are 

HA&MLESSNESS, MILDNESS, and INNOCENCE* 

The bird has always been the emblem of 
thefe. Indeed it is fo remarkable ibr being 
placid and gentle that the antients fuppofed 
it had no gall.^ Doves are, alfo, famiuar^ 

* Pun. Mt hi/. L xa c. 34. Ovu miUamp* L 7, ▼• 369. 
Clsmshs Alxi. fmdagX x. c 5. Ts&tul. d» hafii/wf^ c S. Itio« 
901U 9ng. L 1%. Cjkiamvii di«L 4. z^ X9S« HdRAVOLUwif. 
hitngL A 2. c. 48. 
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^vkMe, diey vmtt patrons wfaofe to6 Is irrepc* 
tnble. But they ham ieft us the bright 
fegacy of their exaflapfe. Let us aQ ftrh^e t^ 
emulate thdr never to Ve fiM'gotten ese^em 
<ffs ; and our names AaBt>e recorded ^xUk 
thtm 1ft the reg^fb^ ^ ilnltiort)|l ^tutf. 
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DISCOURSE VII. 



DsLnrsxxo at tbc coniecration or thk MERIDIAN SUN 
LODGE IN Brookpibld, Sxptimbcii xa, X79& 



MATTHEW V. 16/ 

•* LET TOUR LIGHT SO SHINE BEEQEE MEN THAT 
' THEr MAT SEE TOUE GOOD JVC^EKS^ AND 
GLOEIET rOUE FATHEE JVffO IS IN HEAVEN^^ 

As the svN^ when he retires from 
the horizon^ is fucceeded by the planets and 
the fiars, which irradiate the hemifphere he 

has quitted with a luftre^ though more 

« 

feeble, yet (uch as fliews they partake of his 
brightnefs and fupply his place : fo when he, 
who is emphatically ftiled the sun of rxoht-^ 
BousMESs, was about to leave this earth, he 
of dained that the faithful ihould rife in his 
fiead to enfighten the worl4 in the knowU 
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edge itf bis truth) and diffiife its ftlutary 
JKiflueace through every region and every 
age. 

When, at the firft creation, God £ud, ibt 

rHBRE BB XJOHTj AND TMEBE WM UGHT f it 

was to the end that the darknels might be 
diiperfed, and his works become vilible and 
his perfe^ons manifeft : and when, at the 
fecond creation our Lord Jefus Chrift fays, 
ZET rouB LIGHT SHINE SEFojtE MEN; he iiltends 
that thofe whom, he had juft called *^ the 
Ugbt cftbe worlds* ihould endeavor to diffipate 
the mofal darkncft of mankind by iiiftra£b- 
ing them in the dodbines of hb gofpd and 
by difplaying the happy effeds of his religion 
in the purity of their lives and the luftre of 
thdr virtues. 

There b great propriety and beauty in 
the meta{4ior which he here uied. Nothing 
b more apt to attraA the eyes and enliven 
the countenance than light ; efpecially that 
which Ihines in a dark place : So nothix^ 
can more excite the 6biervatton» cngi^ the 
attention, or gladden the hearts of beholden^ 
than a fair, bright, and e^welleat chwaftWt 
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iRttaimg in the teidft of s difilliift/aai 
tpmqpt gemrasioiu And, ai* att hufthMit 
bodies, ia proponacm ta tbie degree <»^tiilli 
own fariglitneisy. difiofe their light aronnd 
them, and at a diftaace enlighten other bod* 
ies ; fb, in a moral and religious icafe, a 
good example is a Kgbt Ihkiing in daricncfi^ 
^reading its influence every way, r^Hfiil^g 
infim&ion and knowledge, motiyw to refi* 

brmation and encouraisements to virtme»* 

/ 

Th£r£ is obfervaUe in human nature a p&| 
culiar pronenefs to imitation. Hence ibme 
of our earlieft habits are formed. In in£mcf . 
we catch the ideas and conform to the man* 
ners of our parenta and acquaintance. As 
we progrels forward in life^ we learn to fol- 
low and to copy thofe whom we refpeft as 
foperiOTS, venerate as inftru^ors, or love as 
friends. We afBmuIate to our aflbdateSy 
smbibe their qpinions> and imitate their con^ 
4tod : We even take thdbr mode of fpeedk 
and tone of voke. Indeed, example has a 

^Gicato obfenrtt that tlie tnfott ^y tve an fomedi ^eafai 
VBdabie to admife tke beauty aad rqgulaiity in the heavenly bod-' 
act, wa» to admonifh ut to iaitau their eoaftaaey and order in 
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loud of £ifdnati(m or charm which, it b 
|}iiioft impoffiUe to refift. It carries with it 
^bth infiTuftion and racouragement. Whilft 
advice or precepts make only a flight impre£- 
iioB on the mind, and one which lafis for a 
very fhbrt time, example is a confbnt and 
niwerfiil call to imitation.* It wwks, 
IpMigh gradually and' impercq>tibly, yet 
more powerfully and fucceisfully than we are 
aware of ; lilce light, filent in its operation, 
but wonderful in its effeds. It has an elo- 
quence which reaches the heart. No lan- 
guage is more perfuafive or inflruaive. It 
admoniihes without exciting refentment, 
tod correfts without gi^ng oflFencc, and 
thus poflefles all the utility without the for« 
mality of reproof. 

. 4s ^ good pi^re ftrikes us more forcibly, 
^d gives a more adequate, lively^ and im- 
preffivc idea of the objeft reprefented by it, 
than any defcription by words could. dp } fp 
goodneis or excellence of any kind^reprefent** 
ed by precepts does not fo powerfully move 
the affeftions as when we fee it delineated in 



the life. Nor is there amy thing #hkh dui 
fo efiednally recommend any fyftenfif, and 
Knder it worthy of aU accejptation, exdnfire 
of its own intrinfic wordi, as . its beneficial 
luuL happy effeds made Tifible in the charac* 
ters of its advocated. Thefe carry with them 
lUdeniaUe evidence of the vahie of thflfe 
principles from whence they fl0^>* and Whofe 
tendency is thus con^icuoufly g6od. 

In farther difcourfing on the paflage under 
confideration, I propofe to (hew, in the Jirft 
flace^ to my hearers in general, the import- 
auxce of a good example as exhibiting and 
vindicating the principles of Christianity \ 
zad^fecondly^ ^PPV ^^ AibjeS to the prefent 
occafion, by recommending to my brethren 
of the MASONIC fimily, a condud which Ihall 
refleft luftre and honor upon the inftitution 
to which they belong. 

I • It is the peodiar honor, and glory 
of CHRISTIANITY nRts firft promulgation 
that th$i behavior orits profeflbrs was agree- 
able to the heavenly precepts they incul- 
cated ; that the integrity of their morah 
was anfwer^^ble to the purity of their faith i 
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Mdtiafttlie goadiieJiiQf dleir esampie aa4 
tbe hofindb. of tkeir coDwr&tiaii, die iir» 
MTPtt cJaM c ii gii of tlKir condudu and Am 
aHmafalaie& of thf& - nmuiersy adorned thft 
deSfom tifaMqr taogtit and gaivc it peculiar lii£i 
Us in tbe c}ces. of the world. Ftophodes had' 
rwifolil its iatenty and miradcs. aanouncttd 
ittJivimtjr } taut tbe life of its anthor aad its' 
followers eodiSiited the Kligioa in its geiuiu' 
ine influence and ihew its intrinsic excellency* 
^xid it feems to have been the defign of our 
Lord that in every after. age it Ihould extend 
itfelf by the internal evidence of its admira« 
blc precepts and the external difplay of its. 

■at 

benign eSe£ls. And, if its profeflbrs did but 
tft up ta their principles^ an appeal might be 
made to their Uves for the beft recommenda- 
tioA of their ^th ^ and lefs would need be 
written in defence of the gofpel : For every 
doubt and every obje£tion muft yield to the 
lorelttiefi of example jvqfd the eloquence of 
Ipra^cc. When the gjeaces of chriftianity 
adorn the charafter, and its virtues dignify 
dxc conduft, its beauty mufl: attrad every 
eye and its worth gain on every heart. Mea 
iron admirhig, wiB kifenitbiy be induced tp 



lMitateilKiiiHiiftri0wmoadb; w]ikii»^W»- 
MBkg all |S£oe|)t» iiiiie Mi»rc the wtartd tiM 
i&DcftcaUita good.'' Such blight \^|dtys 
4rffl not only be :feen^ bat fbit ; aadma]^kib> 
dk^ even in the coUtft Jtsd moft in&nfiUr 
seaEFtSy ft noble dmaibctiosu For ft gooii X9^ 
iunple, as luis boetiftkieady jntimated, las txA 
only in itfelf a tendency to fisarmthe tempcni 
;ttid morab of others to an affimvlation ; but 
yt alio places religion in a yery engaging 
3ght, and naturally begets ^ efteem, lovy 
and choice jof it in every obierver. 



WrrH tlie utmoil pso|mcty, tkes, did 
SLord reconmeDd to his diicipies an 
plary condud, both as befit^g tko high. 3^4 
Jionorable oflBlce lus had aiSigned them, and as 
eminently conducive to its fuccefs ii) the 
world. 

What was their duty as teaehm. Is be- 
coming Mr, my hearers, as difctples. B^jpec- 
iafBy as we Kve at a p^iod in ^Ich iididelky 
in opinion and proffigacy in manners aw 
very prevalent, ft is, thorefore, highly ex- 
pedient that ve ^ve Xo our reKgion all the 
ftuthority of our ftcksavAedgment^ and aft 
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4im 'Wommet»dbAcm:ai our ^xamiile : Th$t 
bf bat coii¥er£ition ' and cosiduA we macf 
^ e^diibit lucid proof that we are honeft in 
^e fi^cred caiife ;'^ and that it may be ap^ 
fMirimt: in our ^^ good works/' that chrill|an^ 
ky produces the happieft effeds, contnbutive 
jto the improvement and fdidty of m^y and 
CO the honor and glory of Goo. : ; . 

Be ye, therefore, fhining profeflbrs, and 
1)right exatnples of religion in a .dark and 
Iniiguided age ! Thus adorp the doSlrine of 
God your laviour, making your lives a faith*** 
^ 6iinaKribary Upon it, and a lugh fecom<» 
MBgdidon of it ! Thus win it admirers. aa4 
^|Mvlt.^rofidyte& ! 

*",Xet it be remembered, that our good 
works 'may be* confpicuous without bein^ 
ofientatious. The genuine and unafie^led 
a{fpeai^ces refulting from righteoufnelb and 
piefy; may b^ exhibited without the danger 
ipf Ikiqg even fufp^i^ed oft^ypowAfy*.. W^ 
need: not ^^^i^.rgreat things^ but /iw thepk 
Vfc ihouki, however, manfuUy avow wh^ 

* » * • 

«^ fineerely bdUeve ; and, by ^^ojj^pn an^ 
.^flfak ^ttachmient to duty, exorefe our re- 



lioBor of (^D) ted gi^ fi^l t bt 
chriftian name. . / ^ : . .a 
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It is true, that many of the good cficfta of 
our religion are the private exercifes an(} laty. 
isfadions of the heart, and k^own only, to 
the Deity and our own fouls : But yet tljer^ 
are many things which are made vifible in 
the life j tiffe our acquaintance will notice^ 
and from them judge of our real charadei^. 
7i&^,, therefore, fhould be fuch as will exem- 
plify the excellent prindpled by which wc 
are governed, fuch as men may behold witk 
the grcateft pleafure and follo\«^ with the 
grcateft advantage ; fuch as may render us 
friendly luminaries, ferying at once both to 
enlighten the paths and kindle the emulation , 
of 2^1 around us. ' Mdlt'may reafonably be 
expcAed, that fuch an experimental reprefen- 
tation of goodnefs as this, will induce a gi:eal 
many to become prolelytes to religion. 

THBnaitutal tendency of , a gOodeanMgpIc 
to induce thofe who obidrve itto aa jhwP^ 
tioH ; and the great probability there is 1^ 
it will have tlus eflfeft, upon fomeat |«|^. if 
not upon all who fee it, is a very powerful 



duty «c are rec<Mnnendiii|^ .B^anfe, sf k 
Jiavf ^ ,efeft, we fhall do tbe greateft kind- 
hds to our neight>or, obtain the moft ample 
mission and reward for ourfelves, an4 
oring glory to Cdb in the diffufion of his 
trutli : Any of which confideraUons alone is, 
smd therefore, much rather are they alto- 
^ether, fufEcient to ftimulate all our endea- 
vors, and to deniand our beft condud. Let 
us not decline, then, giving fufficient out-' 
ward proofs of being ourfelves moved and 
a^hiated by a true fpirit of godlinefi ; and 
let us ftrive, by all practicable and prudent 
methods to propagate the fame in others. 
Let us impart freely our Vnowledge ; and, 
like the glorious luminaries of heaven, re* 
fled the light we receive ; and not be like 
j^hofe 6paque fiibftances which abibrb or in- 
tercept every ray of brlghtnefs, and even caft 
a jhade on each furrOunding body« Let us 
^ Hum as fights m the wiild;^ guklbg 
«&ers by At rcfpleadence of our«iiHp«ii 
tnd winning thea to Tirtue by the hxUxt of 
our example t 
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These obfervations and - counfels, are 
equally applicable to us all, my refpeAed 
hearers, both as Chrijlians and as Mafons : 
And I fed a peculiar pleafure in affirming the 
intimate conneftion between the .two char- 
afters* We are alike *' built upon the foun- 
dations of the prophets and apoftles, Jefus 
Chrift himfelf being the chief corner ftone ; 
in whom all the building fitly framed to- 
gether, groweth into an holy temple in the 
Lord." Indulge me, however, while I apply 
the fubjeft, as I propofed, in the fecond place^ 
by recommending to my brethren of the 
MASONIC FAMiLT^ in addition to the general 
duty of exemplarinefs as cbrijiians^ the exhi- 
bition of fuch a conduft as fliall reflect luftre 
and honor upon their own inftitution ; dif- 
playing its venerable character and illuftrat- 
ing its benevolent defigns. 

Since many of our forms and operations 
are neceflarily fecreted from common infpec- 
tion, the generality of mankind will make 
up their opinion^ of the fociety from the de- 
portment of its members. This ought to 
ferve as a very powerful call to every one 
of us, uniformly and openly, to difplay thofe 
• I 
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^isalities and 'i^rtoes fe firongly uculcated 
and warmly reaHUmended in the lodge. Td 
little purpc^e fhall we commend the inftitu- 
tion and boafi the excellence of its principles 
and purpofes, if our lives give not corrobora* 
tive evidence to our aflertions and prove not 
the propriety of our encomiums. If we ap- 
pear neither wifer nor better than the unin- 
itiated, the world will be^n to fufpeft the 
(efficacy of our tenets ; and if no good effedi 
are apparent, they will doubt whether any 
are produced. How neceflary is it^ there- 
fore, my brethren, that ye ** be blamdefi 
and harmlefs, the fons of God without re- 
buke in the midft of a crooked and perverfe 
nation, among whom ye ihine as lights in 
the world !"• 

The conduA of thofe on whom fo many 
eyes are fixed, muft infenfibly have a very 
confiderable influence. As it is juftly requir- 
ed that they ihould live up to the high char- 
after they aflume, fo their defers and ill 
conduft will diiappoint the expedations they 
have excited, and eventually bring difcredit 
upon their order. «« If the light that is in 

• Philip, tl 15. 



pnfBjjjm by exampti. 13 1 

% 

dion be dartaiefti how great is that dark« 

At the fame time there is no propriety in 
taxing us with every unreafonable prejudice^ 
or making us accountable for every unfound- 
ed fufpicion. If people will condemn our 
principles without examination, and decide 
upon our deeds without candor or juiHce ; 
we have no refburce but in the inward con« 
iciouiheis of integrity and good intentions, 
and the outward dii^lay of fuch condu& as 
fliall prove their cenfures unjuft. And we 
will hope ^' by well doing to put to filence 
the ignorance of fodiih men." Yes, my 
brethren, be it your csure to confute all fuch 
illiberal cenfures as modern alarmtfts have 
belched out againft Free Mafonry, by {hew- 
ing the good influence of the infiitution 
upon your tempers and lives. In %ite of al! 
their fneers, and all their invedtives,. it will 
ftill infallibly fecure public approbation and 
private efteem, if your condud elucidate its 
principles and is modelled by its precepts. 

♦ Matth. vi. a3» 
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As light is not held forth merely to manifeft 
itfelfy but to {hew fome other ufeful thing 
which, without it, might have remained in 
obfcurity ; fo your confpicuous worth will 
not only fliew the brightnels of your own 
characters, but lend a luftre to your fociety 
whereby it may be better underftood and its 
nature more advantageoufly difplayed. 

- Whilst unitedly difpofed to defend your 
order, be unitedly determined to prefcrve it 
worthy of defence. Carefully guard agsdnft 
all innovations* ^^ Remove not the old land* 
marks which your fathers have fet." They 
are rendered venerable by antiquity, and /a^ 
cred by religion. Preferve unaltered the dig- 
nity of its antient conftitutions, and unadul- 
terated the primitive fimplicity and pure 
morality of its laws ; and Mafonry will flour- 
in its priftine honors. 



May the lodge this day confecrated, be 
beautiful as the Sun in its brightnefs, cheer- 
ing and enlivening as its kindlieft influences, 
dear and glorious as its noon-tide beams! 
May the officers fill their fpheres with light, 
and the members be radiant orbs around 
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their centre ! May the srethren be glad- 
dened by their enlightened courfe, and re- 
fieA and difiufe on aU around, their fplendor !. 

Long, bright, and proiperous, be the fair 
and hopeful day which now fhines upon 
you ! May no mifts of prejudice obfcure, no 
envious (Uik edipfe its glory* 

Finally. Let us all my hearers, be ac- 
tively and eminently good. May our exam- 
ple and conduct in life prove a high recom- 
mendation knd a fair illufiration of our prin- 
ciples, and refleft the brighteft honor upon 
our profeflion and charader. May our 
** light fo fliine before men, that they may 
fee our good works and glorify our Father 
who is in heaven ;'* and may we^ (having 
been wifey and happily inftrumental in turn- 
ing many to righteoufnefs) hereafter " fliine 
as the brightnefs of the firmament and as the 
ftars forever and ever !" 
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DISCOURSE VIII. 



ON fRESBRFING THE CREDIT OF THE 



INSTITUTION. 
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DISCOURSE VIII. 



Dbutsksd at TBS coNsacKATioM ov BIRAM J^OIHmM^ is 

Lexington, October 17,2798. 



ROMANS 3eiv. i6. 

LEft J>rOT rHMNTOUR GOOD BE EVJL SPOKEIT OF. 

1 HE ApofUe had been fuggeftmg fbme 
advice to the brethren with regard to their 
behavior in matters of indifierence. He af- 
lerted the full extent of chriflian liberty ; 
but at the fame time cautioned them not to 
abufe this liberty fo as to give offence or t^ - 
CKcafion of fiumbling to any man* In the 
words fdefted as our text, he enjoins it upon 
them fe to order their condudt that their 
profdfion might never be reproached as coun- 
tenancing improper freedoms. He advifes 
them, therefore, to abibin altogether from 
things, which, if not unlawful, were never- 



1 3S On fre/ervifig the credit 

tbdds inexpedient ; and that what was too 
good to be given up, in condefceniion to pop- 
ular opinion or prejudice, they muft vindi- 
cate from mifreprefentation and guard from 
abufe. 



perceive, my hearers, that the pre« 
cept re^[)ed;s aU ages of the world i and will, 
unquestionably, be wife counfid, fo long as 

miiapprehenfions and miflakes, want of can- 
dor and want of caution, remain amongft men. 

To wiih to be well fpokeii of for What we 
da well) is natural and reafonable. M^t 
ihould obtain this reward. Exertion needs 
this eocoursgcment. Ncverthelefs, ^ if do- 

m 

ing wcU, we yet foftr reproach, to coduro it 
patiently b accqitable before Groo.*'* A% 
the iuM time it is poffiblc that fomething in 
the manner or circumftanccs of our cc^u^^ 
may take off from its beauty or leflen its 
credit, ikgai^ft this it becomes vs to guard* 

I witL meotton a f«w infiaaces. 

I. WsexpoTe our good to bdng evil fpokea 
of, if we are too fend of difphying it \ and 

* X Pet U. 3CX 



if the bt/lkuHon* 

It niay fuffer from too great re&rve. The 
firft win be ridiculed as ofttfntation ; the 
laft, ftigmatized as inexcuikble timidity* 

2. Austerity ofmamiers. On the one hand; 
and levity, on the other, may bring reproach 
npon our virtue. The former is forbidi^g^ 
and produces averlion ; the latter renders our 
fincerity fufpicious. 

3. Our good may be evil fpoken of, if we 
difcover in its defence too much, or too little 
zeal. ^< It is, indeed, good to be zealouily 
afieAed always in a good thing." Yet, if 
our zeal be without knowledge, or be not 
duly tempered with prudence and charity, it 
win grow extravagant and rafh, and will 
really injure the caufe it profefles to defend* 
At the fame time not to fhew any zeal, will 
appear like indifference. 

There is a certain medium in thefe cir- 
cumfbinces which b to be aimed at and fdl* 
lowed, if we would avoid giving offence. 

It would be impoflible to point out every 

particulaT in which we may eipolie our good 

to be evil fpoken of. Even (mall ipattera 

^ may induce fufpidons or increaie reproaches. 
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A little inadvertence or negled, a trifling im- 
propriqiy or indifcretion^ may tarnilh the 
luftre of the higheft virtues, and prevent the 
ufefx&lnefs of the beft of charaders. 

How prudently, how cautioufly, then, 
Ihould we behave ! How circumfpedly ihould 
we w^lk ! How carefully Ihun whatever 
wears the refemblance of a fault or may be 
conftrued into a crime : I-eft our very excel- 
lences pais under an ill name, or fome flaws 
be found in our good qualities, which, though 
candor might be willing to overlook, ill-na- 
ture will not know how to fpare. So that 
we muft not only avoid evil, but the very 
appearance of evil : not only take care that 
our condud be right, but that what is good 
in itfelf be not, through our inadvertence or 
fault, difadvantageoufly exhibited to others. 

It is true there are fonle perfons of fo cap- 
tious and uncharitable a make, that it would 
be impoflible for the moil cautious to avoid 
their remarks or efcape their cenfures. The 
exceptions may lay hold of fome unguarded ^ 
drcumflance or other, mifreprefent what is 
good, ^d by giving it a wrong turn or 
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^tppellation, fpoil both its credit and e£fed* 
While the envious and malicious will be £a- 
gacious in difcovering the weak fide of every 
charader, and dexterous in making the moil 
and the worft of it. 

Thus circumftanced, how are we to con- 
dird ? How is it poflible to fieer dear from 
blame ? It may not be. But if we cannot 
efcape reproaches, we may avoid deferving 
them. 

While we exercife every precaution to 
keep our good actions from any fiich fpots 
or defeds as thofe who. watch for our halt- 
ing may wifh to fpy in them ; we fliould, 
alfo, more efpecially, beware left we give any 
reafonable perfons juft caufe to cenfure or 
condemn us. While we are careful not to 
fumilh our enemies with any pretence which 
might juftify their criminations, we fhould 
prudently refrain from every thing which 
would needlefsly difpleafe gmt friends. 

The rule we have been illuftrating con- 
cerns focietles, no lefs than fingle perfons: 
focieties of an ofder» in particular, fjio are 
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more expofed to obfenration, and whofe rep« 
uutkm is of more fpedal importance to 
them&lves and to the publtc 

At the prefent day when every thing is fuC 
pe£ted which is not fully known ; when the 
Tery drcomftance of myfteries in chrilUanity 
18 made an excufe for infidelity ; when all 
antient eftaUifhments are become objeds of 
jealoufy ; and the very beft things in the 
world are either negleded or contemned ; 
who, or what, Ihall be certain of exemption 
from " the ftrife of tongues ?** and how can 
we be furprized that the inftitution of free 
MASQNjtr has met with fecret and open ene- 
mies ; that the ignorant miflake, and the pre«» 
judiced defame it \ 

Convinced as you are, brethren, of the 
purity of your principles, confdous of having 
the warmeft wiflies for the benefit of man. 
land, and erf exerting yourielves in the caufc 
of charity and virtue ; to meet with calumny 
inftead of commendation, and reproaches in- 
ftead of thanks, is a mortifying disappoint* 
ment. Hitherto you have patiently born the 
infults and the inveftives with which the order 
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hn been unjuftly loaded ; hoping ^* by weffl 
doing to put to fiknce the ignorance of fboU 
ifh men/^ But the *' accufers of the brethren'* 
have brought forward new acculations^ and 
attempted to render fufpidous your prind* 
pies, your intendons, and your conduft. To 
let thefe criminations drculate unanfwered, 
unrefuted, would ill become you. The noble 
fpirit of confdous innocence rifes indignant. 
And you ddegate me^ your humble advocate, 
this day, to plead your caufe, to vindicate 
your tenets, and to refute the cavils and ex« 
pofe the abfur(Uty afid injuftice of the charges 
brought againft our order. I undertake it ; 
regretting only that it will not be in my 
power to do juftice to the fubjeft, or to your 
expeAations ; but hope that my frankne(s 
and fincerity will in fome meafure compen-. 
fate for any defidences in the execution. 

The moral good of Free Mafanry is evilfpok^ 
£n of. How unjuftly will be evident from 
the ftatement I will now give you of its ten- 
ets on this fubjed. 

** To hxvt faith and hope in GOD, the fu- 
preme architect, and charity towards man^ the 
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mafier-'workmanfliip of his hands/' is among 
its firft injun^tioxis.* This is the key-Jlone of 
the arch, on which every other bears ; which 
unites all to itfelf, and cements the feveral 
parts into one folid, ftrong, and beautiful 
whole. But, as every one is accountable on- 
ly to the Deity for his reli^ous principles, 
and, as Mafons are colleded from various 
countries where they have been educated un- 
der different forms and eftablifhments, only 
thbfe great elTentials and leading truths are 
injijied on in which all men agree ; contefts 
about modes of ^siith are forbidden in the 
lodge ; and each one is left to his own con- 
fdence. At the fame time it is well known 
that in all chrillianized countries Mafons 
have proved the warm friends, admirers, 
and advocates of the gospel. But their ad- 
verfaries have taken exception at this liber- 
ality of fentiment and condud, and have 
charged the inftitution with demoralizing 
principles. Becaufe Mafons were neither 
bigots nor enthuiiafts, they have inferred 
that they muft be libertines and atheifis. 

^Seethe Book or Comstxtutions, publUhed by the Grand 
liod^ of Maflkchofctts, part z. chap. x. § i. " Qf God and Re- 

UQION.*' 



^ To be guided by Uft^^nce in our per« 
iboal habits } to Imlvc fortitude to refift ternp^ 
tatiom and to check improper defires ; to 
kt fnufmce be the ruler of our aftions^ and 
Ju/lice inftruct us to render to eirery one 
his due '/* is another of the moral leflbns 
of Free Mafonry. There can be nothing, 
iiirely, exceptionable in this. But the warm 
and frequent inculcations of charity, brother- 
ly-love, and general benevolence, are evil 
ipoken of by thoie who are difpofed to find 
ifault. They ridicule them as ** wire-drawn 
diflertations on the focial duties ;'' inform- 
ing us that ^^ all declamations on univerfal 
philanthropy are dangerous :''* and thus the 
SOCIAL GOOD of Free Mafonry is evil fpoken of 
But what then will be iaid of Chriftianity, 
for teaching the fame dodrine of loving our 
neighbor as ourfelves ; which extends this 
charity fo as even to indude enemies in the 
Iphere of its beneficence ; and which denies 
the participation of its affeftions to none f 
A pious divine hath remarked, that, '^ Phi- 
lanthropy owes much, of its perfe&ion to 
Revelation, which has enlarged its limits, 

* Sec Mr. RoBxtoM** book about coDfpiradet, &c. paif6 17 9 
•ad 345* 

X 
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exteifded its views, defined its degrees, and 
increafed its objefts. Human benevolence 
is heightened and finiflied to the laft degree 
and in the utmoft extent in the comprehen* 
five fcheme of chriftian charity/'* 

Besides j the univer£d benevolence which 
Mafonry infpires is fo far from being incon- 
fiftent with the indulgence of the private af* 
fedions and the obfervance of the lefler char* 
ities, that thefe are the very materials of 
which it is compofed/ " The top of the cli- 
max of afFeftion cannot be reached without, 
advancing through each intermediate ftep \ 
nor is it poffible to remain at the top, with- 
out refting on the ladder by which we have 
afcerided.*' 

Because mafons are ftiled yrd*^, and becaufe 
in the lodge they ftand upon a levels an im- 
putation is brought againft them as favoring 
the modern notions of " Liberty and Equal- 
ity/'! Now, the freedom which we profefs 
is perfeftly confiftent with order, with fub- 
ordination, and with allegiance. And as to 

• BiOLAKt's fennont, vol i. p. 37, and more largely p. 194^ 
\ ^^ Lm vwU ntiree, par M. Le Franc ." 
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tic equality we cultivate, it is only that vol- 
untary and temporary condefcenfion of fupe- 
riors to inferiors which takes place during 
the meeting of the lodge ; where it is con- 
fidered as effential to unanimity and promo- 
tive of brotherly love.* When the members 
depart to mix again with the world, each 
man refumes his proper place in fociety, and 
retains that honor and refpeA to which he is 
entitled by his ftation, his talents, or his vir- 
tues. Perhaps this cannot be better exprefT- 
ed than in the words of our conftitutions if 
*^ Tou are to falute each other in a courteous 
manner, as you will be inftruded, calling 
each other brother ; freely gi^ng mutual 
inftrudion, as fhall be thought expedient, 
without encroaching upon each other, or de- 
rogating from that refpeft which is due to a 
brother were he npt a mafon : for though 
all mafons are, as brethren, upon a level, yet 
mafonry divefts no man of the honors due to 
him before, or that may become due after, 

*• f Love fuMifts oply hj mutual kia4ncflc& and compUaaces : 
its bafis is that principle of equality which ought ever in fome de- 
cree to reign between man and man, however unequal be their 
C0]l4lti(»> ui l^c." Da. En rizLs 'a yfrmoM, voL 2, p. 17. 

f Chap.i^ 
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he was made a Mafbn. On the cxyoXWf^ it 
increafes refpeA, teaching us to add to all hi> 
other honors, thofe which a$ Mafons w^ 
cheerftiUy pay to an eminent brother { diff 
tinguifliing him above all of his r»nk an4 
ftation, and fer^ng him readily according <i» 
our ability/* 

How ftrangely perverfe mud that judg- 
ment be, which infers from fuch premifes- 
that the inftitution has an unfavorable afpect 
upon fodety, as a levelling fyftem, deftruftive 
of the grades and diftin&ions of civil life^ 
and fatal to the very exiftence of government 
and order 1 1 

This leads me to obferve, in the hft place, 
that, the political good of Free Mafenry isy 

alfoy evilfpeken ofm 

In vain is it proved that the primary and 
eflential laws and regulations of the Frater- 
nity, require of the members allegiance and 
fubmiifion to the government of the country 
in which they live } and forbid, in the moft 
poiitive and folemn manner, their engaginjj; 
in any plots, confpiracies, or cabals.* In vain 

* See the book of Cooftitutions, chap. z. Sed. 1. ** OfOoi^ 
eminent and tbt Civil Magiftrate.** 
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IB it proved that in all ages and countries the 
ftee Mafons have been found to be good and 
peaceable dtisens,^ the friends of order and 
public tranquillity. Plrejudice rejeds all evi- 
dence^ and is deaf to every plea. Bribery 
and corruption fuborn ialfe witnefles againft 
die inftitution. Minifterial jealoufy commen- 
ces the profecution, and a ftate penfion pays 
thefees** 

Nay, the Free Mafons are taxed with the 
plans and enormities of a German club, with 
which they had no connedion and no ac« 
quaintance : and whofe principles and prac- 
tices are diametrically oppoiite to theirs, and 
jicknowiedged to be fo even by their moft 
zealous oppofer.f 

Thus, my hearers, have I briefly enumerat- 
ed the popular prejudices of the prefent day 
againft Free Mafonry. I need not attempt a 

* " Set lcril>Uert to the charge by mterefl led. 
The fierce North-Briton thtmdering at their head, 
P«iir forth uiTe^vet, deaf to casdor't call» 
Asd^ iiijur*d by one alien, rail at all !** 

CavftCHiLi. 

t See the rarious {M^aget in Mr. RonsoM't work in which he 
iilrri *a abatetaexkt ia favor of the EngHJh Mtfiiu : by which he 
ingeaioully contrives, while criminating tbt wBole, to exculpate a 

K 2 
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formal confutation. It muft be appare&t to 
every candid examiner that they are illiberal 
and unjuft. Time and experience will ihew 
that they are fo ; correft the miftakes that 
are now entertained, and eftablifh the credit 
of the iniUtution. Its pretenfions will appear 
to be well founded. Its tendency to focial 
improvement, to moral virtue, and to politic 
cal tranquillity, will be feen and acknowledge 
ed. And it will emerge brighter and fairer 
from the cloud with which ignorance and 
prejudice feek to envelop and obfcure it. 

In the mean time, my brethren, as the 
world will have fomething to {ay of us, it 
much concerns us for our own iakes and for 
the inftitution's fake that the report fliould 
be in our favor. For this purpofe let us 
purfue the good that is efiential to the order 
and which it is eminently calculated to prok 
duce. 

And let me reccnnmend to the brethren, 
at whofe requeft I ftand here, that difcreet 
behavior as men and as mafons which fhall 
filence the tongue of repro^, remove the 
fufpicions of prejudice, and fmooth the frawB 
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of eonteoipt \ which ihall not only iecure 
llieir good from being evil fpoben of, but 
gam it the trueft praife. 

May the lodge this day conllituted main- 
tain a high credit in the increaling lifts of 
Mafonry I May its benevolent and peaceful 
influence diSufe joy and gladnefs over thefe 
plains, made memorable by the mafiacre of 
thofe who fell viBims of tyranny^ but martyrs 
TO LIBERTY ! From the fhuddering recollec- 
tion of that horrid fcene, let us turn to the 
happy contraft thb day prefents. Here are 
no inftruments of deftrudion ; no clangor of 
battle; no groans of flaughter; no garments 
tolled in blood : only the emblems of love 
and the train of peace. A little band of 
brothers celebrate as a feftival of joy the day 
which cmJUtutes them a regular fociety, and 
amfecraies thdr plans and purpofes of charity, 
fodal virtue, and happinefs. May thefe plans 
and purpofes produce the moil beneficial ef- 
feds ; evince the good of mafonry, redeem 
its credit with the prejudiced, and eftabliih it 
with the candid ! And may the fodety, in 
every part of the world, be influential in dif« 
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Ibfiag th6 light of wi/Homy aUObog the Jlnngil^ 
df rcafdn, and difpbying the At^»if of virtue | 
in lefiening the aggregate oS hutnan mifinrf 
and vice, wd in extending the bounties of 
chaiitjr and the Ueffiogs of peace ! 
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DaxiycKio at tbk coNsscRiiTioN or ST. PAUVt LODGE in 

GROTON, August 9, 1797. 



EXODUS, XVI. 15. 

• AND UTHEN THE CHILDMlt OF ISRAEL SAW It 
THET SAID ONE TO ANOTHEIt, IT IS MANNA, FOR 
THSr WIST NOT WHAT IT WAS. AND MOSES 
SAID UNTO THEM, THIS IS THE BREAD WHICH 
THE LORD HATH GIVEN TOV TO EATr 

1 HE children of Ifrad, in their travels 
through the deferts of Arabia towards the 
land of Canaan, murmured againft Mofes 
and againft the Lord becaufe the fcanty ftores 
they brought from Egypt were nearly ez« 
haufted, and they were ignorant of the 
means for a new recruit. In particular they 
wanted bread. They were gratified by a 
miraculous providential fupplyt Bread was 



I5t Popular ri^jeSicm 

Wlutt a finnge contradidion ! Btit not 
ftranger than all are likdy to fall into who 
pretend to dedde upon matters which they 
do not underftand. ^^ They (aid one to 
another it is manna ;*' and manna it has been 
called ever fince. It is no eafy matter to al-c 
ter names. When people misju(]^e at firft^ 
it is very difficult to reftify their ofnnion. 
Ignorance is blind and perverfe ; prejudice is 
pofitire and obftinate« What is mifconceived 
and' miiapfdied fddom afterwards thieves 
its real •eftimation. Men are apt to judge at 
brge^ refleft at random and condemn at a 
venture ; without waiting for a patient ex* 
amination or iktisfaftory evidence. Now, 
nothing can be more contrary both to equity 
and found reafon than fuch precipitate judg- 
ments. Thofe who build opinions upon coa« 
jedures muft often be ip the wrong. They 
may make grois blunders, and do great injuf- 
tice. The apoftje Jude gives fuch a rebuke : 
^* Thefe, fays he, fpeak evil of the things they 
know not." It has been the praftice of vul- 
gar ignorance to abufe what it could not com- 
prehend } and to aflert that there muft be 
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£uili9^ wkere it had not the fi^acky to d^ 
covtr excellence.* , 

II. But I proceed to inquire what this wartm 

» 

defful provijion really wasy about which they were 
/o ignorant. 

That there Ihould no doubt remadn in the 
minds of thole to whom it was fent, Mofes 
informed them that it was the bread' which the 
Lord had given them to eat. In like manner 
David calls it ^^ the corn of heaven/' and 
*' angels' food/'t The Scripture defcribes 
particularly its appearance and properties, 
and mentions its coming down with the 
dew ; alike the gift of refrefhment from 
above. And it retains fiill its fame in the 
£aft, being called ^^ cdeftial fweetmeat.''{ 

* *■ Triiies light as ?ir,** a^en tried in the balance .and found 
vanting, fink a§ deeply in unfurniihed minds, and make as much 
unpreiBon there, as difficulties of a weightier nature ; like feath- 
ers i^efcendingin a vpid with a force and velocity equal to that 
of much more fubftantiai and mafly bodies.'* 

Stm. 

t PfaL IxxTifl. fl4, »5. Sec aUb its true name in N^emhh ix. i j. 

t « Lcs orientauz appdfMit lt-fl|anne qui tomba aiiz Hebreux 

. dains le Dcfcrt, la Dragee on Con&ure de la Toute Puiflance, c^ 

que Ics Arabcs fignificnt par Haluat al Kodrat, et lesT^gs par 

Kodret Kalvafi." Herbelot, to/i«#A. Orintaie. The Greeks calt 

cd it atrmelh 4imal boMj. Armzv. I u, and Dios. Ok. %. c»J>* loj. 



HtBT ai\4iMre lie «qr piroprkty ia deiqiiti^. 
to the gift its real charad»er md mti^nfiiQ 
value, becaufe its appearance was not prepof* 
(effing. It b fuffieient that itt origin was 
divine^ and its iifes excellent* If this could not 
recommend it, we may expe£t that the beft 
tilings ttid xicboft Ucffiags will be treated 
wkh n^e& or fpiimcd with contempt* 

• 

That it pojfejfed remarkably palatable and nu^ 
tritive qualities is evident both from the di- 
vine deiign of its beftowment, and from its 
ufe. The author of the book of Wifdom 
£ays that it fo accommodated itfelf to every 
one's tafte as to prove agreeable to all« His 
words are, *' thou feddeft thine own people 
with angels food, and didft fend them from 
heaven bread prepared without their labor ; 
able to content every man's delight, and 
j^eeing to every tafte. For thy fuften* 
ance declared thy fweetnefs unto thy chil- 
dren, and, ferying to the appetite of the eat- 
fsr, tempted itfelf to every man's liking/'* 

From modem famples of this fubfiance, as 
it is gathered in the Eafi, we perceive that it 

• Wifdoa xwL %o, %u 
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to tlie ippeara&ce of condenfed fioney, and 
a tafie of agreeaUt iweetneis. A hte cele- 
brated traveller into Arabia fays, ^^ it is nfed 
now as fiigar in ieveral difh^ ; it is nonriili- 
ing, and when newly gathered has no purga* 
th^ quadidss/'* Its medicinal eilbds are 
probably occafibned by its being left fome 
tinie ; in conieiioence of which it ferments 
in a degree, becomes candied, and lo&^ its 
relilhing tafte and nutritive properties. To 
the Hraelites, who were obliged to coiifume, 
each day, th^r given portion, it afforded an 
agreeable, nouriihing, wholefome repaft ; 
and was their principal aliment during a pe- 
riod of forty years. . Though liable to cor« 
ruption, it did not become bad unlefs im- 
properly ufed or unlawfully abufed.f And 
the befl things are perverted and debafed by 
ill ulage. 

It is alfo worthy of remark that it bad 
fmr^l Undencia* It was granted in daSy 

* NiEBVBR, V. a. p. 36a offhe tranjlatiuiy and Father Pinolo, de« 
feri1>]ag that of California wy^i f^ a» is fuppofed with tlie dnv^ 
(ays, that, without the whitenefs of refined Aigar, it ha* all its 
fwectneft. 

f Exod. xvL aa 
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fluiwers, that they might be kept in a con^ 
tinual thankful dependence tupon' divine 
providence. It was in fuch fmall grains, and 
was fo fcattered, that they- were obliged early 
and feafonably to begin their work of col« 
lodiing it, or they would fail of a fupply. 
Thus were they taught induftry ; and learned 
that their own endeavors were to be united 
to the afliftance and to co-operate with. the 
grace of God. And a double portion on the 
hSt day of the week, and its non-appearance 
on the fabbath, gave them a very-firildng 
intimation that the inftitution of a day of 
a£hial reft from labor was to be religioufly 
and devoutly obferved. 

The manner too in which it was diftribut- 
ed was admirably calculated to excite and 
encourage a fpirit of liberality and generofity^ a 
willingnefs to impart to thofe whofe induflry 
had been lefs fuccefsful, or who were unable 
to gather for themfelves : for in meafuring 
their refpeftive gatherings before they went 
to their tents, thofe who had coUeded a 
greater quantity than fufficed for their imme- 
diate need -or ufe freely gave the overplus to 
thofe who had not enough. ^^ So that he 
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who gathered much had nothing over^ and 
he that gathered little had no lack.^' In 
this fenfe the words are underfiood by the 
Apoftle. 2 Cor. viii. 14, 15. who ufes the 
paflage as an apt iUuftration of his moft ex- 
cellent argument for that happy equality^ in 
the diftribution of the good things of this 
life, which our mutual relation to each oth- 
er and particular exigencies may require; 
that he who abounds Ihould willingly im- 
part of his fuperfluity, fo that he who b def- 
titute may obtain a competent fupply. 

• 

It would be eafy to point out the very 
ftriking refemblance which fr££ masonry 
bears to the moral qualities andpurpofes here 
enumerated ; but it is too obvious to need a 
more particular relbrence. I (hall, therefore, 
go on to 'make one more remark, iii which 
the analogy is alfo apparent. 

After all, there were fome things in the na- 
ture of this heavenly provijion which could not eajt^ 
ly be accounted for. Where it was prepared^ 
and how it was made^ they could not tell. 
There they. were in the dark. Why the 
lame fubftancd which melted and evaporated 
in the heat of the fun whenlt was left expof- 
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fd ia the fiel4, ihoi)Id, oalr n^Kia being 
Irougltt ipto the toit,. become of £6 coa4en£- 
^ ^ coQiUifiM;e tlut it might be beateu t^ 
powder in a mortar or grovi^ iv a mill) aivd 
baked ip an qven,^* W99 beyond their com<- 
pr^henfipp. And why it ihould be endued 
with (uch a roligieu^ re f«reiK:e to the obfert 
vation of the ^bbath that nMM M on that 
day» and a double quantity the day before^ 
waa a circumfiance that excited their ivx^ 
priie. Surprife fometimm; degenerates intQ 
ihipidity. Oftener than once they dfifpifed 
and loathed this miraculous and delidQus 
provifion. 

Such is the pride of the human undcrftand* 
ing that it has no great opinion of that which 
It cannot fuUy comprehend* Whatever has 
any thing of myftery in it is very likdty to 
be flighted. Though it pofleis ajl the char« 
afters of excellence, and all the recommend* 
ations of utility, yet if it elude invefiigation 
and have fome fecret qualities ^^ paft finding 
cut,** doubts will be immediately entertain- 
ed whether it be " worthy of all accepta- 
tion ;*' and opinions propagated tending 
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to feflm its tharader and defty Its ilnpOT t>- 
McCi. This ^a» the cafe with Regard to the 
heavenly rtfreihfnent furnifhed in the wil«. 
deraefi to the IfraeUtes. They valued it not 
bedufe they lacked «« the onions, the leeks* 
and garHcks of Egypt." Hear their difcon- 
tbnted fiiedrs ! " But now our foul is dried 
away j there is nothing at* all, befides this 
manna, before our eyes.*'* A like fpirit of 
di&pprobation and rejeftion the fiime nation 
di&overed of God's moft precious gift. They 
murmured at Jesus bticaufe he (kid, «« your 
fethere did eat manna ih the wildernefi and 
are dead. I am that bread of Kfe which 
cometh down from Heaven, of which if a 
man eat he flull Uve forev6r»"t They rejcd- 
ed the Meffiah liefore they adverted to the 
divine authority of his credentials. This, 
and the former drcumftance with which is 
was compared, could be only from Paij«. 
BicB : for prejudice is a judgment formed 
before hand without examination. How 
uareafonable and unjuft muft fudi ajud^ 

* Niiatb.zvi& 
Z. 3 
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ment be !* And how great a bar to all aftef 
information ! For, if the mind be warped by 
prepofleiEons, free inquiry into the merits of 
a caufe is prevented. Prejudice reftrains all 
candid interpretations of motives or princi- 
ples. It difcolors every objcfl: ; or repre- 
fents it in a falfe light. It leads to a deci* 
fion equally ungenerous and unfair ; for it 
often prefumes to confider the moil flight 
and frivolous circumftances as fatisfadory 
materials for confident aflertion and decifive 
fentence. It is the immediate and copious 
fource of evil furmifes and unkind fufpicions. 
It gives rife to a caviling cenforiouiheis, 
mean infinuations, and larcaftic fheers.-— 
Wherever there is a fecret bias of mind 
previoufly formed, it wil catch readily at 
every little incident and appearance to in- 
creafe its own propenfion : and turn every 
current of obfervation into its own corrupt 
channel. It perverts and mifreprefents the 
very beft things : turns honor into difgrace, 
merit into mifchief, chriftianity into fuperfti* 
tion, and virtue into vice. 

* * Qui ibtuit aliquid, parte inaudita altera, 
.^uum licet flatucrit, haud squus erit." 

SetKcaim JiMe^ 
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• ClAtrTiONED and inftrufted by our fuhjedi 
and the remarks which it has fuggefled, let 
us not, MY HEARERS, form out opinion either 
ofperfonsor things too haftily ; and never 
proceed upon furmifes and precarious ccn- 
jeAures. There is danger in making up a 
precipitate judgment. Hafty conclufions are 
the chief caufe of all our miftakes and er- 
rors. Let us not forget to examine before 
we judge ; and to underftand before we 
decide. To ridicule things we never took 
pains to inquire into, would be unfair. To 
condemn pradices, the grounds and founda- 
tion of which we never examined and know 
nothing about, would be unjuft and cruel. 
A difcreet perfon will avoid being preremp- 
tory in his remarks, and decline hazard- 
ing an opinion upon that of which he is 
either totally ignorant, or but partially in- 
formed. He follows the prudent counfel of 
the antient wife man ; ^^ blame not before 
thou haft examined the truth. Underftand 
firft, and then rebuke. Anfwer not before 
thou haft heard the caufe ; and ftrive not in 
a matter that concerneth thee not." "He that 
anfwereth a matter before he heareth it, it is 
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fdly and ihame unto him/' Upcm the ftme 
pnaapU of equity is that maxim in common 
law, ^^ every man is prefumed to be inno* 
cent till he is proved to be guilty/' No one 

4 

is to be arraigned without evidence^ nor con« 
denmed before he has made his plea of de« 
£enGe. Verdid b never paffed upon a caufe 
unheard* 

It is a good rule in all doubtful matters 
to fufpend our opinion, at leaft' till pofitive 
proof is obtained on which to found it. Un- 
til we have fully afcertained the real {late of 
the cafe, let us always be willing to put the 
faireft conftruAion it will admit ; and even 
to hope the beft of a thing where appearances 
are againft it. Where doubt hefitates, let can^ 
dor prompt ; and where jujiice balances, let 
mercy prevail. Even where we find ourfclves 
obliged to blame the principles of a certain 
fed or party, let us not be fo uncharitable as 
to confound all its adherents and followers 
under one general indifcriminate cenfure. 
Efpecially let us not charge them with fuch 
confequences of their tenets as they difavow. 

Lmtlt : where we know but in part, 
and fee but in part, we will have the mod* 



cftf not to prefume to dedde upon, the 
whole. Carefully will we ivoid all prejudke, 
and all afperity of opinion. We will be kind 
and liberal both in fentiment and conduct ^ 
encourage in our&lves and approve in others 
whatever tends to promote the interefts of 
Oianldnd and contribute to the refreihment 
of life ; and will humbly hope by the exer- 
dfe of amiable difpofitions and* beneficent 
adions towards each other, fan&ified and 
perfefted by piety towards Goo, to become 
prepared for that glorious fociety on high, 
where we ihall be permitted to eat of the 
HIDDEN MANNA, and houored alfo with the 
poffeflion of the white stone in which is 
the new and myfterious name written which 
no man knoweth faving he that recciveth it.* 

I HAVE dwelt the longer upon this part of 
the fubje6t becaufe from prejudice^ as well as 
from ignorance^ arife moft of the objedions 
againfl free masonry, and all the mifrepre* 
fentations of its principles and pradices.t As 

* Revdationt iL 17. 

I <* Of all focieties, antient or modera, the moft worthy mod 
refpe^ble U the ocder of Free Maibas, which fodety hat been 
tcadcred very famous and fpread thcafiefaret with isconcwahle 
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the origin of fuch diflike to our inftitution 
is fo well known, it might be deemed paying 
too great refpe^l to its cavils to take any no- 
tice of them at all. In general it is beft to 
defpife the inve6lives of calumny and finile at 
the impotence of malice ; to difdain tak- 
ing any notice of groundlefi furmifes ; and 
not to give ourfelves the trouble of liftening 
to the queries of the ignorant, or of confut- 
ing the opinions of the prejudiced and cap- 
tious. But left it ihould be thought that we 
are defirous of evading an anfwer ' from an 
inability to vindicate, we fliall now conde- 
fcend, as was propofed, 

III. To inquire what is/aid ^tkue masonry 
iy thofe who *' know not what it /j.*' 

The opinion of the initiated is well known. 
They all unite in commending the fociety 
with a warmth that borders upon enthuii- 
afm. They difcover an attachment to it, at 
which ignorance wonders and prejudice fneers. 

celerity into crerj comer of the world where arts and learning 
have found a name. But their worth has alfo raifcd them up ma- 
ny enemies, who are the lefs to be pardoned, as the only motive 
of their intemperate rancor is their ignorance." See the Af^hgy 
for tht Free MafoOS, ^ccajitmed by their ferfecutiw in the Ctimiom •/- 
Sirm. 7rMMfaUdfrm$ the fmwb, Frankfort, 1 748. lima 
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• One of the riioft frequent objedions urged 
agsdnft FREE MASONRY, is ^^ the prof ound fecrecy 
thferved tipm certain parts of the in/iituti&nJ* It 
is queried how it is coniiftent with thofe. 
principles of good will we profeis, to conceal 
any thing from the world. We anlwer, that 
the principles and privileges of the inftitution 
are open to all iiich as are qualified to receive 
them : but of thefe qualifications we muft 
referve the power of judging for ourfdvcs.* 
To the wife and virtuous the arcana of the 
craft, under proper fanctions, are freely com- 
municated. But to reveal them to the igno- 
rant and vicious, would be proflituting their 
purpofe and profaning their ianffity. To di- 
vulge them in common, would be to annihil- 
ate the fociety : becaufe they are its diftin- 
guiihing features, the charaderiflics of the 
order, and the means of its prefervation. 

* << 4>t;0'/Mwv T/vwi oT^jLat xvS^uv rati ^soKoyuVj lir^o^ 
(uv TOtQ fie€f^Xoig tolq iyvLttreara^yi^ivctQ rovrotg ^'xt- 
yoiag /xs^ vtetqetyvyLVOvvruv, aXX' iv til^t jxu^oo 

f»v evrig, rv^ tv^o^oi twv ovtuv Xafitvcih, (Pavire^ 
^v Tf AouvTwv, Tht6 It Hai 11/x/v, £V|xev/tf jxfv s7vi Tm9 

HiLiODORUS, JEthstf. Uh. ite. p. 4«4« «^''* ^^'9- 
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Without tlLem, therefore, it coukl not ftib. 
fifb Befidcs, were all men aojuainted with 
them, without regard to ieledion or dcfert, 
the peculiar Miration t9 good offices Urifing from 
the inftitution would revert back to the gen^ 
eral duty of all mankind, and be iv^cdt to all 
thofe dedudions it now meets with in the 
world at large, and agaiirfl which it is our 
dideavor to guard* 

However, to have fecrets is not peculiar 
to FREE MASONRY. Evcry trade, every art, 
and every occupation,* has its fecrets, not to 
be communicated but to fuch as have become 
proficients in the fcience connefted with 
them, nor then but with proper caution and 
refixiftion 9 and often times under the guard 
of heavy penalties. Charters of incorpora- 
tion are granted by civil governments for 
their greater fecurity, and patents for their 
encouragement. Nay every government, 
every ftatefman, and every individual, has 
fecrets, which are concealed with prudent 

care, and confided only in the trufty and 
true. 
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W^ only cl4in a lik« isdulgaice ; ^ that 
of coodufHng ourielrcs by our own rule^ 
and of admitting to a participation of our 
fecrets and privileges fucb as chooie to apply 
for them upon our own terms. So far from 
wijQiing to deprive any one of the light we 
enjoy, we fincerely wiih all the race of men 
were qualified to receive it ; and if fo, our 
doors ihall never be Ihut againft them, but 
our lodge, our hearts and fouls, ihaU be open 
to their reception."* 

Nothing more furdy, need be iaid in 
apology for the myftery and concealment 
JTREB MASONS profefs. I wiU proceed to an* 
other objedion allied to the foregoing, which 
iffwrance alfo has furmiied and prejudice prop* 
agated* 

It is pretented that ** all who are initiated 
mujifwear to conceal certain fecrets before they are 
communicated to them^ or they have it in their 
power to examine their nature and tendency : and 
that this prailice is unlmrfulJ^ There would 
be fome fo^e in this objeftion were the obli« 

• Rev. J. Mc CoNocnsV fcmoa before the Frtternity at 
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gation in itfdf immoral, or the communica- 
tions and requirements incompatible with the 
great laws of religion or civil fociety : the 
very reverie of which is the cafe. 

. What the ignorant call " the oath" is 
fimply an obligation, covenant, and promife, 
exaded previouily to the divul^ng of the fpe- 
dalties of the drder^ and our means of recog- 
nizing each other ; that they ihall be kept 
from the knowledge of the world, left their 
original intent fliould be thwarted and their 
benevolent purport prevented. Now pray 
what harm is there in this ? Do you not all, 
when you have any thing of a private nature 
which you are willing to confide in a partic- 
ular friend before you tell him what it is^ de- 
mand a folemn promife of fecrecy ? And, is 
there not the utmoft propriety in knowing 
.whether your friend is determined to con- 
ceal your fecret before you prefume to reveal 
it ? Your anfwer confutes your cavil. 

i It is further urged againft free masons 
that « Their fociety is not founded on univerfcd 
^fnevolence^ because they oblige themfelves to be 
kindefi and mofi generous to their own members.*^ 
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*niat our firft and choiceft ficrvices are paid 
to our brethren, is true ; but then we think 
it would be the greateft injuftice if it were 
otherWife. Certainly a difference ought to 
be made between thofe who have a claim 
upon our aflifiance and charity, and thofe 
who have not. As our benevolence can reach 
only ai few of the infinite number that need 
comfort and fupport, fome difcrimination is 
neceflary : and what more proper than to 
^ve a preference to thofe. who are allied to 
us by the ftrift bands of brotherhood* and 
affeftion ? So the apollle exhorts the chrift. 
ians to do good as they have opportunity to 
all men ; but enjoin^ their fpecial and difiin- 
guifhing regards to fuch as are df the houfe- 
hold of faith.* 

• Yet though we give a decided preference 
to fuch as have been tried, and proved, and 
found to be worthy ; and have, in confe- 
quence, been made members of the ma- 
fonic family ; we are known to profefs and 
praftife charity unconfined and liberality un- 
limited, and to comprehend in the wide cir- 
cle of our benevolence the whole human race. 

* Galat vL xa ' 



It 18, aHo, frequently argued againft kee 
MAfiOHHV that ^^fim tftbrfc who Mot^ to it 
ar4 inUmperatej fnfiigate^ and nieimu.^ But 
nQtbing can be more unfair or unjuft than to 
depreciate or condemn any iniHtution, good 
in itfelf) on account of the faults of thofii 
who pretend to adhere to it. The abufe of a 
thing is no valid objeflion to its inherent 
goodneis. Worthlefi charaders are to be 
found, occafionally, in the very beft inftitu« 
tions upon earth* ^' If the unworthinefi of 
a profeflbr cafis a refle^on upon the^ profef« 
fion, it may be infered, by parity of reafon, 
that the mifcondud of a chriftian is an argu« 
ment againfb chriftianity. But this, is a c(hi« 
dufion which, I prefume, no man wiU aHow ; 
and yet it b no more than what he muft fub- 
icribe who is fo unreafonable as to infill on 
the other/'* Nor is it any evidence that 
civil laws and political inftitutions are hurt- 
ful or unferviceaUe becaule there are corrupt 
citizens and diforderly members of a com« 
munity. 

The fad is, the beft things may be abufed. 
The Imiod if heaven grew corrupt when ufcd 

^ See the excellent fermon of the Rev. Brother Brockwiil> 
ffochcd at BolloD, X749« 



ttmfidered and anfwered. 1 77 

indifcreetly. The common bleffix^ of life 
are turned into curfes if pufiippUed. 

When you fee bafe and unworthy men 
among the free masons, depend upon it, 
the fault is not in the inftitution, but in 
themfelves. They have deviated from the 
principles of the craft. They have counter- 
aded their profeffion, and are as bad mafons 
as men. 

The greatefl precautions are ufed to pre<^ 
vent the admiflion of unworthy charaAers. 
If from want of proper information, or from 
too charitable conftrudions, fuch are intro- 
duced, we deeply regret the mifiake, and ufe 
every proper method to remedy the evil. 

Nor do we pretend to iay that thofe only 
in whom we were deceived bring difcredit 
on the inftitution. There may be in mafon- 
ry, as there has been in chriftianity, a falling 
away, or a fading in the once famed good- 
nels of many of its members^* Some there 
are who have been admitted with the beft 
proofs of a good, a faithful, and a weU fub- 

* RcT. J. In wood's fcrm. at Dartford, G. & 1796. 
M 
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ftantiated charader. Their name was beaq- 
ty, ajid their anions praife. Their families 
wcye happy, their neighborhood fatisfied, 
;ind the commmiity honored^ by their vir- 
tues and their worth : and mafonry itfelf 
boafi^ the uprightneis, conftancy, and in- 
tegrity with which they wfere dillinguiflied. 
But now, alas ! all, perhaps, have reafon to 
lament, ^' that the fine gold is become dim, 
and die moft pure gold changed.'' 

Such defe<Etipn, you muft be feniible, ar^ 
not unfrequent in all focieties : for, in this 
fallen world,' focieties are formed of men ; 
and men are fdlible, imperfed, frail. But 
whether fuch difafters, fuch apoilacy, ihould 
reafonbly difgrace the inftitution, or be 
thought proofs of its immorality, judge ye ; 
but " judge righteous judgment.** 

m 

Ws dp not hef^tate to appeal to the work} 
in jufUfication of the purity of our moral 
fyftem. Our cohjtitutions are well known. 
We havd fubmitted them freely to general 
inveftigation. We folemnly avouch them as 
the principles by which We are governed, thtp 
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jbundation on which we build, and the rules 
by which we work. We challenge the moft 
fevere critic, the moft precifc moralift, the 
jnoft perfed chriftian, to point out anything 
\vL them inconfiftent with good manners, fair 
morals, or pure religion. We feel affured 

that every one wlto will take pains to confult 

» 

the book muft be convinced that the inftitu- 

» # 

tioQ \^ friendly to the beft interefts of man- 
kind, well calculated to meliorate the diipoiir 
tion and improve the charaAer, and to adorn 
its faithful adherents \idth every natural, fo- 
cial and moral virtue. 

IV. This remark leads me to fhew as I 
propofed, in the lafi place, what free mason- 
RY reallj isf 

It is a moral order of enlightened men, 
founded pn a fublime, rational, ^nd manly 
PIETY, and pure and aftive virtue; with 
the praife-worthy defign of recalling to our 
remembrance the moft interefting truths in 
the midft of the moft fociable and innocent 
pleafures,* and of promoting, without often- 

• ** mifcuit utile dulci, 

l«le<SUndo, pariterque mooendo." Htrace, 
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tation, or hope of reward^ the moft di&five 
BENEVOLENCE, the moft generous and esten-* 
five PHILANTHROPY, and the moft warm and 
aflfeftionate brotherly love. The mem- 
bers are united together by particular obli<^ 
gations, and acquainted by certain ^/^ and 
tokens preferved with inviolable fecrecy, from 
remoteft ages. Thcfe were originaBy adopts 
ed in order to diftinguiih one another with 
eafe and certjdnty from the reft of the 
world; that impoftors might not intrude 
upon their confidence and brotherly afiec-' 

tion, nor intercept the fruits of their benefi- 
cence. They become an vniverfal language j 
which, *^ notwithftanding the confuiion of 
foreign tongues, and the forbidding aliena- 
tion of cuftom, draws from the heart of a 
ftranger the acknowledgment of a brother, 
with aU its attendant endearments/' 

The decorations and fymbols of the craft 
which are thofe of a very common and ufe- 
ful art,* and the pbrafeology^ which is bor- 
rowed from its higher orders, lerve to char- 
a&erize an inftitution which might juftly 
claim more noble devices ; and at the fame 

* AnCHITtCTU&t. 
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time are ufed either as emblems or indica- 
tions of the fimpleft and mod important 

MORAL TRUTHS. 

It coUeds men of all nations and opinions 
into one amiable and permanent aflbciation, 
and binds them by new and irrefragable 
obligations to the difcharge of every relative 
and moral duty : and thus becomes the moft 
effedual fupport and brighteft ornament of 
ibdal life, and opens a wider channel for the 
current of benevolent affedions, and a new 
fource to human happinefs. 

Its laws are reason, and equity; its 
frindplesy benevolence, and love ; and its 
religion^ purity and truth. Its intention is 
PEACE ON EARTH ; and its diffojitionj good 

WILL towards men. 

**I THINK (fays a fine writer*) we are 
warranted in concluding that a fociety thus 
conftituted, and which may be rendered fo 
admirable an engine of improvement, far 
from meriting any reproachful or contu- 
melious treatment, deferves highly of the 

* Reir. Dft. MiLWB, Gnnd Chaplain, in \ icrmon bcfen thp 
Giaad Lodge of England, 1788. 

M 2 
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community; and that the ridicule afid ai^-' 
fefted contempt which it has fometimes 
experienced can proceed only from igno- 
rance or from arrogance ; from thofe, in 
fine, whofe oppofition does it honor, whofe 
cenfure is panegyric, and praife would be 
cenfure.'* 

Assuredly then, my hearers, you witt 
■^th me congratulate the members of St. 
Paul's lodge on the agreeable event of this 
day. 

Right worshipful MASTER, wor- 
sriiPFut tVARDENS, respected OF- 
FICERS, AND BELOVED BRETHREN. 

Accept my afi^dionate falutations ; aecept 
the felicitations of all the friends of mafonry^ 
We are pleafed with your harmony and 
zeal, and rejoice in your eftablifhment and 
profperity. Your fuccefs is conneded witfi 
the beft interefts of humanity. May thef 
focial virtues you cultivate and the heart-> 
felt pleafures you experience in the lodge, be* 
your companions through life ! Their mildf 
influence, their benignant fpirit, will animate 
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evcfy fccne of duty, alleviate every corrofion 
of care,' heighten ieveiy fenfation of joy j and 
in the hour of diflblutiOn fhed divine tranf- 
port on your fouls; 

Let all my brethren prefent be willing I 
fiiould remind them that in vain do we 
attempt the vindication of our moft excel- 
lent fociety, or the commendatory defcrip- 
tion of its purpofes and requirements, if our 
condud contradict our profeffibn. Let us 
then be cautious to avoid all thofe impro- 
prieties and vices which might tarnilh the 

* 

luitre of out jewels, or diininifh the credit of 
the craft. Mafonry will rife to the zenith of 
its glory if biir lives do jufiice to its noble 
principles, and the world fee that our adions 
hold an uniform and entire correfpondence 
with the incomparable tenets we profeis. 
Thus we fliall "obtain a good report of 
them that are without : '* " and thofe who 
fpeak evil of us will be aihamed, feeing they 
falfdy accufe our good converfation** and 
mifreprefent our generous purpofe. ^ "For 
fo is the will of God that with well doing 
ye may put to filence the ignorance of foo^ 
ifli men." 
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Reiismbbh that we are the assocxatbii 
#iLiEKD5 OF HXTMANiTT ) that our facTcd un^ 
ion embraces in its philanthropy the amities 
of the gofpel ; and that charity in its kind« 
eft exercife and largeft extent is our diftin- 
guifhing charaderiftic. Others wear the 
warmth of fummerin their face, and the 
coldneis of winter in their heart ; but a Ma-» 
fon's difpojition ihould be mild as the breeze, 
open as the air, and genial as the fun ^ cheers 
ing and bleiling all around him ; and his 
deeds plea&nt as the clear ihining after the 
rain ; and refreflxing, as the dewy doud in i 
harveft day.* 

Mat the qlfhfibly at large be convinced that 
prejudices againfl; fb^ee masonry are ill 
founded, and that the Society is worthy of 
]iigh encouragement and warm commeu- 
4ad(m. 

Finally $ let us all pray that the priyil* 
i^ of equal right may be widely extended^ 
txkA all men become jf^^ : that wars and con- 
tentions may be forever terminated: that 
peace and faappinefe may be the uninterrupt- 
ed enjoyment <^ afl mankind : and to Gob 
afcend the univerial, united, imcealing afcrip« 
tion of love and joy and pradfe ! 

* Uauahiviij. 4. 
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HTB BE SLANDEROUSLY REPORrED, AND SOMM AF» 
fJRM THAT WE SAT, LET US DO EVIL THA*t 
GOOD MAT COME. 

W HEN partiality is fo bufily endeaY-» 
oring to render fufpidous the beft adions^ and 
prejudice fo artful in throwing out iniinua- 
tions to the difadvantage of the worthieft 
charaders, who can expedb to efcape '^ the 
ftrife of tongues V* Efpedallyas the ignorant 
and the evil minded are ever ready to adopt 
the furmifey however improbable ; and to 
give currency to the imputation^ however 
unjufl. 
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Even our bldOTed Lord, the holy and im« 
maculate Jefus, ^' was defpifed and rejefted 
of men/' Not all the wonderful works that 
diftinguiihed his miniftry, not the divinity 
of his preaching, the diiintereftednefs of his 
condu6t, nor the fanftity of his morals, could 
jccure him from the oppofition of party and 
the rage of malignity. He forewarned his 
difijples of a fimilar treatment ; and told 
them that they muft exped to meet with un* 
kind ufage, bitter reproach, and violent per* 
fecution, as well as he.* Accordingly ^^ in 
every city they had trial of cruel mockings, 
and fcourgings, yea moreover of bonds, and 
imprifonments, and tortures.f They were 
^ a fcft every where fpoken againft.*' The 
apoftles were reproached as being peftilent, 
factious, turbulent, and feditious fellows.^ 
They were not only accufed of confpiring 
againil the government of their nation and 
the peace of the world }|| but alfo, of aiming 
to overthrow the religious eftablifhment of 
their own country, and of all others. § 

• Matth. X. 44— a6. f Heb. xi. 36. f Adh tdv. 5, 6. 
g A^ zvii. 6. § A€b vi. i^ X4« zviiL 13. 
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Kot only were there imputed to them fra&U 
ces that were dangerous, but frincifles that 
were uxijuft^ So St. Paul intimates^ in the 
paflage fele<%ed as a text, that there were 
thofe who charged him and his fellow labors 
ers in the propagation of the gofpel, with 
holding tenets that he detefted. He fiiys no 
more in confutation of the vile imputation 
than that thofe who profefs and pra6Hfe upon 
fuch a principle deferve and will receive the 
higheft condemnation : but to attribute to 
him and his affociates fuch a motive, was a 
falfe and infididus charge. 

Thus we £be that the beft men afid th^ 
worthieft condud may be mifreprefeoted 
and flanderoufly reported : and that the pur- 
eft purpofes and the nobleft exerdcms in 
behalf of virtue, humanity, and peace, have 
been ftigmatized by ibme, and oppofed by 
others. 

The moft unfair and difingenuous, need I 
add the moft fuccefifiil mode of attack, is to 
^^ifinuate that the deiign, however plaufible, 
is mifchievousj or, that the Mdf, however 
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commendable, is effeded by means reprehen? 
fiUe and unjuft. 

The bafe and vile ^dodrine of " doing evil 
that good may come,** or, in other words, 
that ^^ the end jufiifies the means,*' has alfo 
been alledged ag^nft the fabe masons. Or, 
rather, it is exprefsly aflerted of the Jefuiis 
and Uluminees* by authors who defignedly im- 
plicate and involve our fociety with thofe 
corrupt afibciations : declaring it to be form- 
^d upon the fame plan, founded on the fame 
principles, and furthering the fame defigns.f 
To be fiirc they make fome referves and 
abatements in favor of Free Mafonry j but 
ftill affert it to be the fatal fource to which 
all thefe bitter and defhiiftive flreams are to 
be traced*! 

• Sec AUt Barruel's hiftory 0/ yafoBini/m, v. 3. Nrw York 
•^/Vim, p. 61, 93, and 189. Prtfeffw RobISON, Proofs of a eonjpiracy 
cgainf the Rtiigioni and Governfmenis of Europe^ carried en in tbefecrd 
mtettMgs of Free Mafons, Uluminati, &c." 

« 

t BaRRURL, vol. 3, p. la, tute, 91, 136, &C. Profejfor RoBlSOK, 
PhiUuUl^ia edit. p. S3, 4I, 7», 75, 344, &c. 

I Barruel, yoL 3. p. ix, 38, 4I>5«> 87, 15a, &c. Profejfor Ro- 
^liOM^p. 15, 165, 343» &c. ilf.i> Franc, « la voiie retine," 
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I doubt not, tny bretbreriy but it will firike 
your minds vdth furprile and aftonifliment, 
iiot unmixed 'mXh indignation and horror, 
to be informed that Qur venerable and antien^ 
Fraternity is implicated with the infidels, 
atheifts, and diforganizers of the prefent day 
in a charge of no lefs atrocity, than a preme^ 
ditated delign, a long preconcerted plan, to 
deftroy the religion of Chrift, to fubvert eve- 
ry efiablifhed government upon earth, and 
to overthrow every fyftem of civil fociety 
which the virtuous ingenuity of man has 
been able to invent, with a view to improve 
and fecure the happinefe of the world !* 

* 'Che Abti Barxdel has this afTertion : *^ Irrdigion and im- 
qualified Liberty and Equality are the genuine and original fecrets 
of Free Mafonry, and the ultimatum of a regular progrefs through 
all iu degrees.** And Profeffor Robison declares, that ^ the Ma^ 
fon Lodges in France were the hot-beds, where the feeds were fown 
and tenderly reared of all the pernicious doArines which foon af- 
ter choaked every moral or religious cnltiTation, and have made 
the Society worfe than a wafte, have made it a noifome marfli of 
human corruption, filled with every rank and poifonous weed.** 
And again ; <* Germany has experienced the (ame gradual progrefii 
from Religion to Atheiim,'from decency to difiTolutehefs, and from 
loyalty to rebellion, which has had Its courfe in France. And I 
muft now add, that this progrels has been effe^d in the fame 
manner, and by the. lame means \ and that one of the chief meaii« 
of fedu^on has been the Lodges of Free Mafons.*' 



Looking into ,yourfelvc8, my brethren^ 
and feeling c<Hifciaiis <^ the purity <tf yonir 
own intentions ; refinrring, too, to tbe prin« 
dples of our andent and hitherto reQ>eftcd 
tnftitution you, are at a Wk even to con- 
je^re the motive for fetHricating an aUega- 
tion fo unfounded, and bringing forward an 
imputation fo undefierved and fo unjuft* 

By artful infinuations, forced con(lruc- 
tions, and palpable miirepref^ntations, jnod- 
cm alarmifis have Scribed to the Free- 
Maions prmafks which they hdid in deteiU>- 
tion, m$ives to which they are ibrangers^ 
and aSHans of which they were not authors. 
They Mend them with fodeties to which 
they have no affinity; mere pditical dubf 
whofe intentions and purfuits are diametri- 
caUy Q^ifQbX(t to our's, and altogether 
inconMent both with our rules and difpofi- 
tions. 

For thole excefies, tho£e moral, and 
political evils which have of late not only 
fpread war and coniuiion, and every evil 
work through the Idngdoms of Europe, but 
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cfidftngered Hxt £iaiiity a|^ p^aco of the 
world : the advocate for Free MJidRHiry hatf 
00 apology to oS^. He CQBtea<& oxdy that 
tfaey are not the iruits of hU i^em, and 
cannot with any truth or jmftice jbe afinribed 
to it : but muft be attributed folely to the 
corrupt fchemes and wicked devices of thofe 
defigning and bad men who weri their red 
authors or abettors* 

ir 18 poflNble that the artiul tod daring 
heads of ^^ the antichrifiian, the antimo* 
ttardMiol» ajld the mtifocbl confpkaCy/^ 
:d>out whom fi^ much has been written and 
fidd^ tnay have affomed the name of IVbfona 
smdprofiefled to flidter thdr fecret meetings 
fi>r plota and cabals imder the pretence of 
holding a lodge. But,. God forbid ! that the 
innocent fhould be coefonnded with the 
guilty, or that Free Mafonry fliould be ac- 
countable for projeds or condemned for 
praftices which it could never countenance. 
Long and deeply fliall we have to regret that 
th)e opinion which the public Ixad entertain- 
ed of a peaceable and undefigning fociety 
ihould be thu& abufed. But the candid 
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* 

obferver wjiU cio us the juftice to acknbw- 
ledge that t|hc harmlefs fold are not account* 
able for the mean duplicity, the bafe defigns, 
or the bloody ravages of the wolves in 
iheep's clothing** 

r 

The vifipnary fancies which modern phi- 
lofophifts tj may have annexed to Free 
Mafonry, tiie abfurd and extravagant errors 
they have attempted to father upon it, arc 
foreign and iUegitimate. We diiavow and 
difown them. They bring difcredit ujpon 
thofe who would incorporate fuch ^ vaniti w 
with our fyftem : but they debafe not the 
purity of our original conftitution. They 
can be urged only to ihew the arts and 

of intrig^uing men ; and impeach 



* " It it fufficiently in proof that the founders of different con- 
l)piracie«, aware of the fecrecy permitted to the proceedings of 
the fraternity of Mafoni, have aflumed that chancery and avail- 
ed themfclves of the credit given to that infHtution, in order to 
render unfufpe^d the tendency, and und^te6ked the progrels of 
their own abominable machinations. From what ^e have heard 
and read, we are perfuaded, that the fundamental principles and 
general pradices oC Free Mafonry are as oppoiite to thofe of the' 
Uluminccs, of the Propagaiyla, or of any other fed in hostility to 
good order and government, as light to darknefs, or good to evft* 

XiONDOM RiviBw, Aug. 1797. ' . 

t The Martinifts, Ededics, Ca^oftros, ^ 
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BOt the natural tendency of an eftablifliment, 
whofe every precept, form, and ceremony^ 
inculcates virtue, affiAs order, and difpofes 
to peace* And no one fuppofes it an argu- 
mi^nt againft Christianity, or that im- 
peaches its divinity^ that the corruptions of 
popery or^ the fcandals of mahometanifm 
have been engrafted upon it : nor is it a re^ 
proach to its truths that falfe profefibrs and 
faUe doftrines have abufed the fan^on of 
ifs name. Sudi impoftures were predided 
by the higheft authority ; and, while they* 
Have faded away, the permanency of' that 
fiiblime and rational fyitem has been a 
firong proof of its divine origin and fupe- 
nor excellence. Aivd we are affyred that 
genuine fmsb MJSONRr ynXi long furviye 
the imitations of impofhire and the attack? 
of mifreprefentation. 

W£ cannot too often repeat, that, while 
our infiitution is known to require a firm 
belief in the exiftence, a devout reverence 
for the charader, and a cheerful obedience 
to the laws of the supreme architect of 
THE uhxversEj the ETERNAL QOD; 
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wiule it b rnxdeoAj bnik upon^ aadr vtmm 
sattt THE aoLY 8ct.imnui8 ;*^ tint cDii«^ 
firudiom mnfb be a forced one^ mdced^ 
which imptites to it {principles and fkum ^ 
irrdigifiRis tondenqF ! If it were «A inmoinl 
or antichiiflaaji affodation, how lappcflts it 
that ib many of the dergy are not only 
members, but zealoufiy attached to it } jMt 
only il$ apologifts, but its patroaa ? For tof^ 
ttSf^ I dedare that inch is my high nvereace; 
for CHRI6TIAKITY, and my den)tedaefit ta 
its caofe, that, did I believe fmui MMosmr^ 
88 it is known and cultirated among us, and 
as I have been ac<}uainted with it, had a. fan^ 
dency ta weaken or defiroy the £suth. of the; 
gofpel, I would openly 'smd isamedS:rtely xe^ 
Bounce the order, and fpurn with indigna« 
tioB its badges and its bonds ! f 

* See the Book of Conftitudoiu, Chapter L Se^icm & e^0o& 
«titf religion. 

' t * I hxwt had the honor (faid the Rev. Cbarlxs Buockwell) 
of being a member of this antlent and honorable focicty many 
jKUH Ivnr? ft^ghiod nanj of its offices, and caB». and db arer iot 
thh fitrwJ fitetf and before $be oEANn arcoi^tect 0/ Ue wrU^ 
that I nerer conld obferve ought therein) but what was juiUfiaUe 
mA conmmdaUe according 10 the aridteft ntks of iodctj j thia 
bdng founded on the precepts of the gofpel, the doing the wiJi 
<tf God, and the fobduisg the pa(fion»i ud highly coodttciag t^ 
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It is equally incrediUe to fuppofe it cal« 
dilated to effed any change of political 
(^(wioii, much le&to promote a revolution 
in any pntemment under which it may be 
permitted to operate. For one of the moft 
pofitive injundtions impofed on a candidate 
for our order^ and, one of the admonitions 
moft frequently repeated in our afiemblies^ 
is ^^ to fulfil all civil duties in the tnbft dif« 
tinguiihed manner and from the pureft 
motives/' This, it is well known, is among 
our moft pofitive and binding regulations j 

€t€ry (kcnd and focial Tiftiie» Sot, not to kAlt <m my own tt^ 
pcrieaccy tbe very mtHfm^ of our conftitiitiisis funufhcs a fufi^ 
cient ground to confute all g^uniayen. For no combination of 
wicked men, for a wicked purpofe, ever laftcd kmg. The wast 
of ▼irtnc, on which mutnal tmft and confidence it fiounded, foon 
diTides and breaks them to pieces. Nor would men of vnqueft- 
iotiaiHe wiidon, known int^iity, mtct nonop) undoubted Tevaci* 
ty and good icnfit, (thou^ they ai^t be tvc|>anaed into a foolifli 
or ridiculous fociety, which could pretend to nothing valuable,) 
cm c ontinu e in it, or contribute t owards ftipporting and propa- 
gating it to pofterity." Serm. iefire tbt Grsgid X«0^ at Bollim« 

k were eafy to quote other teAimooles. Were not this note 
already too lengthy, I would have added that of the Rev. Charles 
Lsa&n ; a nun eminent for his piety, and fissions for hi* mattsp* 
ly writing in defence of ChriAianity againft tbe Deiil^i &c but 
mnft refer to his difcourfe entitled *< A vindication of Mafonry 
and its canelkncy dcdioallratcd ; " ddinccd before tie I>odge of 
Vctoon Kilwinniofr . 
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yet it feems as if our anceftors, fearful of liot 
fttffidently guarding the fraternity kgsdnffe 
the poffibiiity of being fufpefted of difloyal<« 
ty, had judged it neceflary, in their ^nerftl 

ht^, pofitivdy to pi^ohibit the uttering of a 
fingle fentence in our meetings on any politic 
cal fubjeft whatevet. In the " antieru charges 
colleSed from old records *' is the following : 
^^No private piques or quarrels muft be 
brought within the door of the lodge, far 
kfs any quarrels about religion, or nations, 
or ftate policy : being of all nations, tongues, 
kindreds, and languages, we are refolved 
againft all politics, as what never yet con- 
duced to the welfare of the lodge, nor ever 
will/' Agsdn ; ^^ as political afiairs have oc-c 
cafioned difcord amongft the neareft relations 
and moft intimate friends, Mafons are en^ 
joined never to fpeak of, or difcufs them in 
the lodge." 

How fiir Free Mafoiiry interferes with the 
affidrs of government will be beft afcertained 
by one or two extracts from the book of 
conftitutions. Such an appeal *^ to the law 
and to the teftimony*' is the more neceflary, 
becauic thb has lately become a fubjed: of 
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feriotts alarm; and becaufe our' inftitutes 
and rules, orders and ceremonies, though 

printed and publifhed, are feldom confulted 
but by the brethren. Others ^(7 not read 
them from indifference ; our enemies will 
not, from contempt ; or eUe they fear to 
bring their affertions to this light, left they 
fhould be reproved, or confuted. This vol* 
ume, curious for its articles of remote an* 
tiquity, and interefting for its inftrudive 
documents, contains the following princi- 
ples : ^ Whoever would be a true Mafon is 
to know, that, by the privileges of his order, 
his obligations as a fubjed and dttasen will 
not be relaxed, but enforced. He is to be a 
lover of peace, and obedient to. the civil 
powers which yield him protection,' and are 
fet over him where he refides, or works. 
Nor can a real craftfman ever be concerned 
in confpiracies againft the fiate, or be difre- 
fpe&ful to the magiftrate ; becaufe the wel- 
fare of hi$ country is his. moft happy 
objeft/'* No man can be invefted with tjie 

* Conftitiitions, chap, z. fe^ a. ^f government and the civil 
aiagiftratc. 
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•fiw o£ Qiftev i£ a lodge uniil be iiaa 
%iit&ed }its aflent Co tho£b cbargcs and regii^ 
btioiis whtdi point out the dilty of tbat 
ftatbn, and pmnuCe to fbbiniik and fupport 
thon^ ^^as mafbars li^ire done in all ages.^ 
Among okber ptrticulan are theie: ^ Yo^ 
agne to be a peaceable ful^ed^ and cbew-i 
fixlfy to conform to the laws of the CQuntrjr 
inwUchyoa refide.^ ^Ton promiTe not 
to be concerned, in ptots or oonfinractea 
againft goTCmmcnt ; but patiently to fub^ 
mit to the decsikms of ^e fiipmne legiflafl 
ture." ^ Yon agree to pay n proper reaped; 
to die dTil magifirate } to work diligently, 
live in credit, and aft honorably with al| 
mcn.'^ Laftly, c^fetj candidate, upon ad. 
miflioA, is thus charged ; ^^ In the ftate you 
^re to be a quiet »td peaceable fnbjeft. You 
are never to countenance difloyalty or ren 
bcBion ; but yield yourfdf, and encourage 
HI others, a cheerful conformity to the gov* 
emment under wliich you live."t 

* ConfHtudons, Vtxt XI. Cermwy of conJHMing md emjhrathig a 
iDMJpTi iufiaUimg the ejicirtf fSfc, page 84. 

f ConftxtmioiM, Put XXX. Ckaty^ ta amCfMy hOt A* Juf iegftt^ 
page i»4. 



How fin^ge is tt^ my lieaferB» tba£ an 
laftituttoD) tfams guarded and fenced againft 
political ififobedykence, ibould be &i|>efibed of 
bong ''the hoC^bed of fedkicm!*' Or that 
any one Ihould think of imputing to men 
bound by thefe ties, governed by thefc laws, 
and under thefe reftri^ons, ^ plans of di& 
organization and rebellion !^^ Do thefe prin^ 
dples lead to confpiracy? Are they not 
diametrically oppofite to all diiafPeAion to- 
wards '* the powers that be j whether it be 
to the Mng as (upreme, or unto governors?** 
Po they not more refemble th^ good old 
loyal dodrine oipajjive obedience and non-rejiji^ 
once?* We blufh for the ignorance, and 
wonder at the perverfity of thofe who 

* An aged and orthodox divixie, in a fermon at the confectm- 
tion of a lodge at Kamfgae ia Kent, Sepr« j» 1798. inakei tfaii 
iblemn proteftation ; " Aa an advocate both aealous and deters 
mined, as an advocate for this order, from the ftrongeft convxdHoii 
of its exceUency, both in poKtici and ])«triocifm ; I fcnxple noc ta 
challenge our bittereft reviler to Bx upon one fing^e Ma(bn who 
dare affirm that in any of our tranfa<^ont, whether public or pri- 
vate, there is a fiqgli( trait cither fentimental or pn^cal» is all 
our mafonie order which bearf not eventhc vcxy entbttfiafmof 
loyalty." Ikwood, ^. %6^ 
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declare that thtey ^< tie# t&e brotherhobd as 
a- hoard of con^irators, who have long 
^(vaited only for the baleful genius of a 
Wdlhaupt to launch out into all the crimes 
of a revolution.*'* 

That an inlUtution which is founded on 
love to God and love to man ; yrhoie glory is to 
reward in its members thofe peaceful virtues 
which are moft friendly to their own inter- 
nal tranquillity, and moft beneficent and hap- 
py to the world ; which declares and repeats 
to all its candidates and in all its lodges, that 
it can never countenance any thing contrary 

to MORALS^ REUGIONy OT THE STATE / which 

expeds and requires the higheft reverence to 
the Supreme Being, obedience to rulers, re- 
fped to fuperiors, kindnefs to equals, and 
condefcenfidn to inferiors ; I fay, that fuch 
an inftitution fhould be dcdared, or even 
fufpeded to militate with religion, peace^ 
and focial order, is matter of afioniihment. 
It muft require the prejudices of an ex-jefuit 
to draw, fo ftrange an inference from fuch 

* Barhuel, tr»/. 4/i, vftbe %i, Englifi tdithn* p. i6a. 
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dppttfing premifes ; or the faculty of 'Scbtck 
fecond light to fee things thus a\(^»^ 

Are not Mafons, as well as other men, 
members of civil fociety ; equally intereiled 
in preferving its order and peace ? Do they 
not owe their perfonal and their afibciate fe- 
curity to the laws ; their proteftion to the 
magiftrate ? What poflible inducement could 
they have for endangering that fecurity, or 
forfeiting that ptoteAion ? 

Whatever interferes with the profperity 
of any nation, perfuafion, or individual, 
forms no part of the mafonic theme. While 
the real Mafon ads within his fphere he is a 
friend to every government which afford^ 
him protedion ; and particularly attached 
to that country wherein he firft drew bueath^ 



* <* Nor Ids avails this optic fleiglit, 
And Scottiih gift of fieond Jigbt s 
Which fees noc onl^ all that was. 
But much that nercr came to pafi. 
And optics (harp it needs, I ween. 
To fee what is not to be feen.* 



•> 
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Jh^ V the centre of his drcle ; the pomt 
where Im .afiip£tiw9 are warmeft. His pbi^ 
lanthropy 19 by 110 m^ans incompatible with 
fatriotifm / and when he Q)eaks of bcing^^^, 
and of {landing on a level with his brethren, 
he advances no fentiment in militancy with 
fodal or political grades and dignities. He 
admits^ and is familiar with^ the principle 
of due fubordination. He finds its expedi* 
ency in his own inftitution } and he knows 
it eflential to good government and order 
in the comnnmityi ^^ To be free is one of 
the charaderiftics of his profeffibn ; but it 
is that fteady freedom which prudence feels 
loid wifdom didates :*' a freedom which 
reafon hon<Mrs and virtue lanAions : a free« 
dom from the dominion of paffion and thq 
flavery of vice. 

Appeal we to fad, to the hiftory of all na-i 
tions; and we ihall find that ¥Vee Mafons 
have always been peaceable and orderly 
members of fociety.* Submiffive, even un« 
der governments the moft intolerant and 

^ See ** ^« mpoUgy/or ibi Free axi4 Accepted Mafons, teajwue 



^pfcffiire, they fikntly cujimted th^ bc^ 
Mvokat plati» and ibcut^ tt confidence and 
^rotedion by eadubiting in tkeir co&du6; 
ita mild» pacific, and ^ha^itable tendencies* 
Thisy excited i»> hGiam refiilalice to 
cftafUiflwd atttborktesi ccni[nced. in no Kur^ 
bulent %sid feditiow ichemes, exaggerate 
ed no grievances, not even joitted ib tb^ 
dainors of popalax diicontent« Making it > 
rule ]»ver to fpeak evil of dignities, aor ioi* 
terfdrevrith the clwns of latrful authority 9 
they, at all times and in all places, (upported 
the charaAer and obtained the praife of liege 
fubje^, and good citizens. 

RfictiR we to the American hiflory^ 
Were Price, Oxnard, Tomlinfon, Gxid)ey». 
kadecB in rebdUon ? Was Warren a feditiona 



$y ibe ptrficMtuii of ihm in tb« Cmmiom rf Bcrne.** PrimUda* /mmh 
/brf, Z748. lima 

An4l « An impartial examiaatitm •/ the aS rftbe aflbclatc Synod 
ai Stirling .*** hy the Rn. Cbakles Leslie. 

ttt a late BritUk suWbitioa k tbe fo&oiliiig o^leryatifm : 

» 

<* Wtf e there cren no other tcftun^ny in faror of Free Mafonry, 
the public would not be cafily pcrfuaded to look upon thai to be 
Ug with fecrtc nuichid; which ia opedly dtMOffld tj MM 

MOULA." 

jPiMv Ciarafftrtf »/ Z798 and 1799, toL x, ^ 94<. 
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tieaYco be foot encourafement ; and Aiay- 
1;hat benignaQt Beings >^ wbo £bcth in iecrct^ 
reward you qpealy !'' 

Ftnalfy : May we sdl be accepted of God ; 
H/rorkmen that need not to be afliamed, right* 
If difchargiog the duties of life. May we 
abhor that which is evil^ and cleave to that 
which is good { approving ourielves to ev« 
ry matins coufetence in tlie fi^ of God : 
and be coAtinually making approadies to 
that fiate where the credit of virtue is ef« 
tablifhed and fecure, and its fatisfa€dons per- 
(cA and eternal i 
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DISCOURSE XI. 



ON THE BEST ^Jt OF DEFENDINO 



FREE-MASONRT. 
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DISCOURSE XL 

I PETER, II. 15, 1 6. 
^ « wrrn wkll doing rs mat put to silmncm 

Tff£ IGNOXANCS OF FOOLISH MKN. AS FREB^ 
AND NOT USING TOUR LIBERTt FOR A CLOAK OF 
MALICIOUSNESS, BUT AS THE SERVANTS OF OOD.*' 

1 SHALL ufe thefe words, my brethren, 
lis the motto to a difcourfe, wherein I pro- 
pofe, after adverting to the injuftice of thofe 
ImputaticHis which are brought forward 
againft Free Mafonry, briefly to confider the 
way in which we can beft preferve it from 
Qiifreprefentations, and beft defend it againft 
cenfures. «. 

Whilst we feel oiir minds enlarged by 
its difcoveries, our hearts ^spanded by its 
charities, and our fatis&Sions increafedby 
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its influence, we cannot grow indifferent to 
its interefts, nor hear the reproaches repeated 
againft it with the coldnefs of unconcerned 
auditors, without emotion and without re- 
ply. With honeft zeal we come forward ; 
not to cofiteft the fubjeft in ^ a war of 
words ;*' not to difcuis, but to demonllrate ; 
not to defend opinions, againfi thofe whom 
no reafons wiU iktisfy and no arguments 
convince ; but to vindicate our princifdes by 
referring to their effe&s on our teBq)er and 
our conduft. 



*' 



Modesty, which retires from obfervation; 
diffidence, which alwayB entertains an bum- 
ble opinion of its own merit, and avoidi 
oftentation as it does cenfure ; have Utherto 
reftraiaed us from fuch a plea: but our 
enemies iooqpd us to this i0ue. 

I. Free Masonry, you know, is, at the* 
prefent day, viewed in an unfavorable fight : 
and we are coniidered by fome as covenant- 
ing on prittcijdies and aflbciated ft^purpofes 
deftrufkive of civil fubordination, and tend* 
ing to difiblutene& and infidelity ^ to the 
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difavowal of all that is venerable in virtue or 
iacred in religion. In vain have we re- 
peatedly unfolded our fentiments to public 
examination, in the moft hoheft, ingenuous, 
and explicit manner. Our proteftations are 
difregarded: and while every paltry pam- 
phlet or paragraph written in oj^fitioa to 
us is eagerly read and iniplicitly believed; 
what we publilh, particularly the book of 
coN$riruTiONS^ which contains our laws and 
ceremonies J b nev^ inquired after, never con- 
fulted« 

My brethren, our inexorable accufers ar- 
raign us at the tribunal of the public, to de- 
fend ourfelves, not againft whab they know^ 
but what they fujped; to anfwer, not for 
what they have experiencedj but what they 
fear. This is taking us at great difadvan- 
tage : and the unfairnefs, as well as injuilice, 
of fuch an allegation, will excufe our pafling 
it by in filent contempt. We challenge 
them to point out the inftances in which we 
have appeared the advocates or the abettors 
of immorality or rebellion \ We fubmit our 
adions to their prying invefti^^tion ; hoping, 

o 2 
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befure^ fome allowance for the ii^iltf es and im-* 
perfedions incident to humanity ; arrogating 
to ourfelves no immaculate purity nor inde- 
fedible virtue; but neither needing nor 
afking apology for any thing that b peculiar 

to us as MASONS. 

Assured that whatever follies or Impru- 
dendes may have injured our credit as men^ 
and that whatever vices have wounded our 
charader as cbrtJUansy it never juftified the 
former nor allowed the latter> let us excul- 
pate our inititution; and frankly declare 
that our errors and crimes are from another 
fource, the weaknefs and depravity of human 
pature, the incitements to evil and the cor- 
ruptions of the world, to which all alike are 
expofed. 

A DISTINCTION muft bc made between 
what is attributive to Free Mafonry, and what 
is not ; between what is Mdthin its influence, 
and what is beyond its fphere* For though 
we may fafely declare that it b impradicable 
to afcend into thefe regions without improve- 
ment of the heart and enlargement of the un- 
derflanding, and without carrying along with 



US into the %orld we are obliged to aft 
in, fomething to purify out cohdoft and 
meliorate our condition : yet we do not 
pretend that Free Mafonry was inftituted for 
the ezprefi purpofes of teadKng morals* 
And though all its rites, ceremonies and 
charges, imply the neceffity and expreis the 
importance of piety and "nrtue, and with im- 
preflive folemnity inculcate their obfenr- 
ance ; yet it neVer profefled to be a fubfiitute 
for natural or I'evealed religion, nor to pre- 
Icribe the faith, regulate the confcience, or 
control the judgment of any. It has* 
enough liberality to allow each man to be 

4 

^' free,'* but fo much refhraint as to prevent 
him from uling his liberty for ^^ a doak of 
liccntioufhefs.'' 

We are the more particular in making 
this difcrimination, becaufe fome late writers 
have fuggefted that Mafonry profefTes to 
fuperfede all reli^ons, and to introduce a 
moral code of its own in their flead. 

2. Many are fo uncharitable as to lay 
the blame of every thing erroneous in the 
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fiatioieifB dr'Bqvdieafiixfe in Ae condiiA of 
jiMaifim,to the regidstions or pckxapfesof 
tl» nfftitetioft ta vlikh kobdoags; fiifidf 
wgiktng^ or oUiiiadjr iofininlattg thst be» 
canfe j&f "nnft nproadubk^ I3^<z^ imift have 

Now, this mode of reaToning is not 
perfccUy juft. It is not, £ur to predicate 
worthlefihefs of that profeiSon which may 
Lave fome unworthy profeflbrs. 

Btrr if Free Mafonry has not made uft 
hetterj is it certain it has made us svorfef 
Are we more loofe in our principles, more 
Imjuft in our adions, mote niggardly in ouf' 
diipofitions, or more parfimonious in our 
charity, than before we entered the lodge ? 
Are we more fo than thofe who are not o£ 
the fraternity? Are the moft thorough 
Mafons confpicuous as the moft notoridus 
villains, the moft daring infidels, or the 
moft infidious jacobins ? Or are the bafe, the 
atheiftical, and the faftious always Mafons ? 

We confefs, with forrow, that there are 
fome of our order who deferve not its pro- 



USdon and ttfkonor its subbm. But woidd 
our oppofers yrifh to coxuiude from thfat i^ 
that all Malbns are fimilar to them ? Is it right 
to argue thus ? Are fudi inferences admitted 
in efHmatifig other profefiioift i D6th the 
perfidy of a fingle Judas give grounds to 
conclude that all the other difdples were 
faithle& and traitors ? Why, then, is a 
mode of reaibning which is never juftified 
in any other cafes, only fupportable when 
direded againft Free Mafonry f 

But if we have been difgraced by fome, 
who have walked unworthy of their pro- 

« 

feilion ; fo likewife have we been honored 
by others, who would refleft luffare on any 
fociety. Admitting that there may be feen 
among us feme whofe condud deferves the 
odium of all the wife and good ; are there 
not others, whofe adions even prejudice 
cannot cenfure, and whofe virtues even 
malignity dare not impeach ? If Mafonry be 
made refponlible for . the ill conduft of tbe 
few; ought it not, in all reafon, to have 
credit for the good condud of tbe many ? 



ftiS (h the beft wof ef Jbfendit^ 

Hie greateft charaaers in tM worid hivt 
laid a£de thdr dignities^ and put themfelvcs 
to a levd with us. Not that I would have 
it imagined that .Free Mafonry can derive 
any authenticity or importance from the 
celebrity of thofe who belong to the fociety : 
it being rather calculated to confer refpeft- 
ability^ than neceffitated to borrow it. Tet^ 
when we find in every period of its hiftory 
fome of the firft rate charaders in every 
cftimable refpeft, belonging to it and glory- 
ing in it, the condufion cannot be confidered 
txXitmAy arrogant, that the inftitution has 
fome real excellence ^ at leaft, that it is not 
fo **frivolous" or ** dangerous" a combina** 
tion as fome would fain reprefent it. It id 
not to be fuppofed that the great, the wife, 
and the good, of all ages, would have ^veii 
it their decided fupport, had they found it 
cont^ning any intrinfic principles repugnant 
to the interefts of fociety, or hoftile to their 
religious principles. Would they not, ra- 
ther, have been the firft to have proclaimed 
the evil of its tendency, an||^ to have avowed 
their condemnation of its fpirit and defign ? 



Suffer xok now» in condufipn, my breth>- 
ren, briefly to point out what I confider the 
beft, I might £iy the only effcftual method 
of vindicating the prin€q)les and re-eftabliihf 
ing the credit of the order. 

To remove the veil which mifinformation 
and prejudice have thrown over the eyes of 
our enemies, it remains for us to convince 
them by our lives of the truth of our decla- 
rations ; and to let our conduft be a letter 
of recommendation, ^^ feen and read of all 
men/' 

This is a kind of convidUon which muft 
at length prevail over the moft obflinate and 

unyielding prepoffeffions. 

< 

A oooD life is an unanfwerable refutation 
of every charge. 

By a life and conveHation regulated by 
wifdom and iandioned by virtue ; by dif- 
charging every duty with integrity and fidel- 
ity ; and by exercifing to all around us every 
friendly and teiikr office of charity ; we 
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ihaS tiettioidhiitiveiy prate that our inftitu- 
tkm docs not train u« «ip in demoralising 
frindptes ; and that they are cither ignorant 
tDrfoc^flitnen wfaoh^e £udthat it did. 

By piety towards God and £uth in the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; by a veneration for 
Ae gfpd^ an lAetnplary obedience to its 
precepts, aoid a rd^ar obfeivance of its inftt- 
tutions ; "we fliall get d^^ur of the charge of 
being ^ Antichiiftiah ConfpirattNrSi'* 

Lastly : By oiir zeal for the interefts of 
our country ; by maintaining, fupporting, 
and defending its civil and religious rights 
and liberties ; by paying aB due aUegiance^ 
honor, and fubmiflion to its magiftrates,.fu^ 
prezne and fubordinate ; by leading peace- 
able lives in all godlinefs and honefty ; and 
by endeavoring to promote harmony and 
good wili^ cond«fcenfion and fubor(Unation 
among all orders of men ; iw^ ihaU put t<a 
£lence the opprobrious allegations of thofe 
who fbrive to pi<ejudice the put^c againft 
Aree Mafonry by inlinuati% that it is ^^ the 
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ii0t-befl of ft4iiio|i»." swii $nM|^ wkb pur* 
pQibs fot the ixirrfi^sA «f ?0( f^v'^amcM 
aad r«k^ ^1 tIu!oiM9» >prijidipaKtie«ra|i<l pour* 
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Thus, my brethren. 



*« 



By radiaQ^ p^^^Ity ^f l^eajrt and Ufe^ 
And pcH^vering deeds of love and peace.'' 



Defended and illufirated by an edil^g 
example. Free Mafonry will yet triumph in 
its influence, and be refpeded in its effeds. 

While we evince in /r^/r^ thofc prind« 
pies we profefs in theory^ our infiitution will 
•* have a good report of sdl men, and of the 
truth itfelf }'^ and thofe who " fpeak evil of 
us as evil doers, will be afhamcd,** feeing 
they falfely accufe and miireprefent us. 

Regulated by ^ prtcepts of wifsbm^ 
fupporteil by the firtngfh of virtue, and a* 
dorotd with the hemaf of beuefiqence, our 
aftiona will efcape ccnfure* if they meet not 
praife. If we live wUhin compais, aA upon 
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<3ie fqtiare/lubdiie the paffions, keq> a tongae 
ti good rq)orty mainfadn truth and prad:^e 
charity ; we ihatt not only difplay the priii^ 
ciples, but honor the caufe we have efpoufed« 
Such an exemplification of its tendendes, 
"vfSi do more to wipe away the unfavorable 
i^preffions which any have received againft 
the inftitution, and will Aiore effedually con- 
ciliate th^r efteem of it> than all the reafon- 
ing of labored argument, or all the eIo<]uence 
of verbal panegyric* 

Then, as we honor our profeflion, ouv 
profeffion will be an honor to us« 

Rememper, brethren, that the interefts of 
Free Mafonry are in your h^nds. Be careful 
then, not to blend with it youc weakneflb^ 
nor to ftain it with your vices. Confider 
hdw much the world ezped^ of you \ and 
how unwilling to make you any abatements. 
Confider with what dignity, fidelity, and 
rcfpcftabiHty you ought to fupport the djar^ 
after you bear : and render the name of Free 
Mafon illuftrious, as defignadng worth and 
virtue of fuperior ftam|s • 
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^ It is Uglily incumbent on you to ^* walk 
in M^om towards them that are without }** 
doing nothing that Ihould render your prin* 
cipies fufpidous, or dii^grace your inftitutioa 
in their eyes, nothing that ihould give them 
new occafion of diflike, or increafe their for- 
mer prejudices* For, ^^ be iaffured tl^it, if in 
your condu& you forget that you are mmn j 
the world, with its ufual feverity will remem* 
ber that you are Mafcns.*^ 

While ambitious of obtsuning the &vor<f 
fible opinion of mep, let us not be regardlei^ 
of the honor th;it cometh froisi Coo. His 
approbation wil| mal^e us ample amends for al| 
we may fuflFer from their evil furmifings and 
unjuft reproaches. Let us, therefore, feek to 
pleafe Goo rather than men. Remembering 
that we af e his fervants } let us be fei^^ent in 
i^pirit, ierving him with fidelity, cpnfiancy, 
and zeal. Let the fenfe of his adorable pref- 
ence never, for a moment, be eftranged from 
Qur minds. May all o:ur conduft be firidly 
and invariably dire&ed by his will and word^ 
May we ^^ walk worthy of the Lord unto all 



idcsfiiig :^' and ^^ wheh a soan's ways fdtfafe 



the Lord, he makcth even his enemtes to ht 
at poaca with hiiii*'' 

To CONCLtlDE : 

]f> Brethren^ we ha:^ any ttue love for 
Mafcnry ; if we ha^e at heart the honor and 
th(e intwed of this; moft antieat and vtnenu 
bk infiitutkHi ; we fltaU be careful^ not only 
to rule and govern our £uth» but to %iaro 
our adions by the holy word of God : and» 
while widi each other we literally walk upon 
the levd, may we keep within due bounds 
with aU mankind. Thus fliall we merit and 
obtain the reputation, not only of ^^ good 
tnen and true/* but of wife and Ikilful, Free 
and accepted Mafon$> Aild when he who 
{s •* the firft bom among many brethren/* 
fhall again appear ^ to be glorified in his 
£unts and atknired in aU them diat believe/^ 
may he pronounce our commendation and 
defignate our reward by this declaration^ 
^ thefe fliall walk with me In white, fgr 
they 2tfe worthy !*• ^ 

* ^m. Benjamin Orbbn*! Orai'iM iefifi ^ Philaothropic 
Lodge, 7nir ^i, 1797, page %%, 
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Cv mtsivMiiro ths Orrict or CHAPLAIN to tbi GRAND 
LODGE d^ MASSACHUSETTS, DfeCiMitk 17, 1799. 



xVs the time has now arrived, my 
brethren, when I am to retire from the office 
with which I have for feveral years been 
honored, ^nd Ihall not again addrels you in 
public ; 1 am dcfirous of leaving with yoU, 
now, my lail counfels and my beft wiihes. 

As CbapUm ta tie orAKb lodge, I have 
been repeatedly called upon, both to lead the 
devotional exercifes, and to perform the pre- 
ceptive duties on public confecrations and 
feftivals. During the courfe bf this fervice 
I have endeavored, to the beft of my abilities, 
to illuftrate the genius aiid to vindicate the 
principles of our infiitutioii ; and, ivhile 
inculcating upon the members a regard td 
its duties, to' imprefs the community at large 



\^ 
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tdth a favorable opinion of its defign %tA 
tendency. And you have not only liftened 
to my infirudions with attention, but have 
exprefled, in the moft flattering terms, your 
acknowledgment of my fidelity and your 
approbation of my 2eal. To have acquitted 
myfelf, in any degf ee, to yout (atisfaiAion; 
in my addrefles to you, and in my public vinl 
dication of the Fraternity, is a circumftance 
upon which I ihall refleft with grateful fenfi- 
bility fo long as I live. 

Desirous of improving the intereft I have 
obtained in your regards for the purpofe of 
animating you to a fpirit and condud becom- 
ing the antient and honorable inftitution to 
which you belong, I beg your attention to a 
few parting counfels upon feveral topics of 
great importance to your credit and your 
happineis as masons. 

With this view I have, according to cler- 
ical cuftom, ieleded a text for my difcourfe 
from the facred fcriptures. As pertinent to 
my fltuation and my defign, I Ihall make ufe 
of that pailage inferted in the 



2 COR. xiii« II. 

FfNALLT, MRErHRSir, FAREWELL. BE PERFCT. BE 
OF GOOD COMFORT. BE OF QNE MIND. LIFE IK 
PEACE : AND THE GOD OF LOF^ 4^D' PEACE 
SHALL BE WITH rOU. 

This is the affectionate farewell which the 
Apofile Paul took of his chriftian friends at 
Corinth. Its import is this : May all joy 
and happinefi ever attend you ! That this 
may be the cafe, ma]ce it your care to amen4 
whatever is aiQif^ among you, and rife to 
the gretf eft perfeAion in virtue. . Support 
and help one another in afflidion : and may 
you be yourfelves comfp]rted with thofe 
firong confolations which true chriftianity 
fuggefts. Cultivate for each other an en- 
deared attachment^ and retain iin intire 
unanimity. And let me urge it upon you 
that ye be peaceable in your demeanor, and 
charitable in your fentiments \ for then the 
God of loye an<i peace will gracioufly owi| 
and blefs you^ and be your prefent helper 
2fid everlafting portiojti. 

In like terms, and with like cordiality, 
would I apply this pathetic counfel to you^ 

?2 



my moil valued fHends, and echo thefe piotii 
wiihes on your behalf. But, as your chrlf^ 
fian duties are inculcated on other occafions^ 
there is no propriety in my dwelling particu* 
larly on them now ; I fiiall confine myfelf 
principally to thofe that are mafonic, 

iKthe kawkdge smd ohfenFancc oi thi^ 
iiUb, Brethren, 9fi P£Efict. 

I. To be thoroughly inftruAed in the lee-- 
turesj wdl acquainted with the ceremoniesy and 
complete in the degrees of free masonxTj is 
the ambition of all. But by this very incli« 
nation, laudable as it undoubtedly is, fome 
are prompted to a more rapid progrefs 
through its forms than is confident with a 
dear and a 'i^quate comprehenfion of its prin- 
ciples. Hence they gain but a fuperficial, or 
at beft only a theoretical and fpecuhtive 
knowledge of its fubfime arcana^: and, not 
applying to praflice its fymbols and its rules, 
they do not live in its influence nor exhibit 
its effeds. They miftake the procefs for 
the refult ; and reft in the means^ wxdiout 
attaining the end. 



MAflQtfRTis an art of gr^ «D«B(pafi^aiid 
ttttent. A' ksKMrlfidge of iia vq^rie^ is aojb 
sfUainc;! at once, but by dcfpcpei. Bf Bmch 
inftrudion sind affiduous appfication^ ad* 
▼ances are made SUrery ftep i^ prpgceffi^ 
uid <^>e&8 nen^Ught and tnf oniiatioa« ^ Ao 
cording to the progreis we make mt Umit 
or extend our inquiries ; and^ in proportion 
to our capacity, we attain tO a lefi or a great«i 
cr degree of perfedion."* 

He who knows the names .tfd under« 
ftands the application of the various tools 
and in^lements of the ipraft, is^ to be fure^ 
thereby thoroughly furnifbed to every gopd 
work; but he, ooly^ who ufes aod applies 
them to intelle^al, mor^, and facial .edi« 
fication, is the wprlpnan that needeth not to 
be aiihamed. 

Therefore, iti exbordng you to be per^ 

fefl in MASONRY^ I intend, not s^r4y that 

you ihould be expert in the le£hires, ss^ 

eager to rife thr4ni^ its degroes j but that 

' • • PmiSTON, 
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you (hould enter into the fprit of its fokmil 
rites, and learn the full import of its inteiw 
siting fymbols ; that you ihould be perfeft 
in the knowledge and in the application o£ 
}fs principles, in the pofleflion of the vilrtue$ 
it dxpe^, and in the difcharge of the duties 
it enjoins. - 

2. MoR£OV£R> my brethren, be of goop 

4 

comfort. 

Therb are, indeed, many troubles in the 
lot of humanity } and you, like others, are 
expofed to them. But be not difmayed. 
By our excellent inftitution ybu are furnifh* 
ed with preventives or remedies againft 
moft of them, and with fupports and fblace 
under all. You have a retreat, over which 
the changes of the world have not the leaft 
power. They reach not its peaceful recefles : 
they intrude not on its lacred quiet. Tour 
cares, perplexities, and misfortunes, follow 
you not into the lodge.* You leave them 
behind you, with the a^tated fcene of 
which they are a part ; and come hither to 
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partake the ftvcet comfort of brotherly love, 
die bland . alleviations of iympathy, or the 
eflfeAual rdief of charity . and beneficence,' 
when that is wanted alfo. 

« 

Here you are introduced to aflbciates 
whofe warm and generous fouls, whole en- 
lightened and elevated ipinds, are drawn 
towards each other by wiihes the moft virtu** 
ous and fentiments the moft fublime. Here 
you enter into a faithful, tender, and refined 
FRIENDSHIP* \ In this intimate and endeared 
connexion, the inclinations are free, the 
feelings genuine, the fentiments unbiafled. 
And the undifguifed communication of 
thought3 and wifhes, of pleafures and pains, 
ihews that the confidence is mutual, fincere, 
and intire. Advice, confolation, fuccour, 
are reciprocally given apd received, under 
all the accidents and misfortunes of life. 
And what ibrrow can refift the confolation 
liiat flows from an intercourfe fo tender and 
ib kind ? The pains and troubles of a wound-* 
ed heart will foon be alleviated or cured ! 
The dpuds which overiludowed the profpe6^ 



ipiH ^dddy £Mie awa/. ligfat mQ break iir 
iip0n th€ view^ and li<^ and joy gild 2ub4 
decorate thtt fcene. 

Tes, my brethren, in coming hither you 
gather reftocatian £n«i the {nft, ccfrefiunent 
for the prefent, and nCowoBS againft lj»e 
feture : and fou retwa back to the worlds 
with a calm, rdSolute, and wefl fiortified 
mind, bettar fitted to meet the trials, and 
better enaUed to bear the burdens of life. 

. I;h fad, in the very courfe of pafiing 
throd^igh the feveral grades, yjou acquire a 
firm qsfidfteady refolutim rfmw4^ prepared for 
every rcverfc, fuperior to every jhock. You 
IqMrn the diicipUne of virtue ^ you liAen to 
the inftm£tions ofwifdom^ ^d, following 
a faithful and unerring guide, you put your 
irufi in OoB, and fear mthing. 

^ Wherefore, we b^ech you bredu^en^ 
comfort yourfelves together and edify one 
another, even as alio you do i*^ and be par- 
ticulariy attentive to the drcumflances oi 
the affli&ed and the wants of the dc^Rkote^ 
^^ that their hearts may alfo be comforted by 



hcmg knit togeUi^r in love^' ivitk tli^ who 
kave diijpoikions te fymp^thiM witH thoir 
fonrows and wUUiigiids to fupfdy their 

On another fcore, too, I would exhort 
you to be of ^ood comfort ; and that is, with rc- 
fpeA to the reflexions latdy caft upon the 

order to which you belong. 

* 

Though the ignorant fufpeft, and tkf 
prejudiced ftigmatize your views and labors, 
•* fear ye not their reproaches, neither be 
afraid of their revillngs/* Notwithftand&ig 
all their united attacks and pertinadous *op« 
pofition, Mafofuy will ftHl wtwi it^ influcoq^ 
aad its credit ; and, like its own well cofn. 
pa&^d arciit ^^ <^^®i^ be rendered more firm ' 
and ilrong \xy the prcimre and the weight it 

bears* 



* <* To iilicve the diilreflcdi u a duty ioeumbcnt <m all meni 
but particularly on Mafons, who are linked together by an indiflb* 
liible chiua of (incere afiedkioD. To (both the «nhappy» to fyn^ 
|kathi«e urith their mi^fortuaes, to compaffioiiace thdr mifcriet, 
and to reftore peace to their troubled minds, it the grand aim we 
have lA view. On thia bafia we eftabfiih our ftieodibips »d 
ima OIK COOPOftioOt*'* FiX8T0M*s lUufr^Hom 9/ M^^ry, p. 54. 



( 

a^6 VaIe(U3ory Difcourfe. 

It is rendered flill more iecure if the 
members grow more and more united in 
judgment and affedion to each other, and in 
their attachment to the antient conftitutions^ 
privileges and principles of the craft. This 
is the more neceilary at the prefent day, bc- 
caufe one of our moll formidable opponent^ 
commences the dedu<^ion of his *' Proofs" 
with an account of ^^ the fchifins in Ma* 
fonry.*' 

Let me^ therefore, in the third place^ enjoin 
it upon you to be of one mind. 

Among the variety of duties incumbent 
upon you, remember that there is none 
more eflential to the prefervati^n, none more 
efficacious to the welfare of our ihftitution 
than vNANiMirr. TTiis makes the cement^ 
the great prindple of cohefion, which -gives 
compadnefs to all the parts and members ; 
forms them into a regular ftrufture. Into one 
uniform building \ and adds harmony and 
beauty, firmnefs and liability to the whole. 
Or, it may be likened to the keyrjiom which 
compads and ftrengthens the arch on which 
the edifice is fupported and upheld* 



Valediilory Difcourfe* %^'f. 

A CORDIAL affe^ion is the life and foul o£ 
kUfocieties, and muft be much more fo of 
thofe who pretend to aflbciate together upon 
the nobkft maxims of charity and friendflup^ 

Unity is the golden chain l^hich binds 
our willing hearts, and holds together our 
happy fociety : . the principle on which de« 
pends its internal harmony and its outward 
profperity. 

Jars and difcords among the brethren 
will not only loofen the cement of the weU 
joined fabric, but iap its very foundation. 
** Need I mention, lays a Rev. Brother, need 
I mention the malicious triumph which any 
fchifm or conteft among us would give to' 
the enemies of our antient Craft ? A iadious 
fpirit would foon check the progrefi of true 
Mafonry, and llrengthen every vulgar preju* 
dice againft us/** 

As in the ereding of the temple of Solomoj^ 
every thing was fo prepared that " there was 
neither hammer, nor axe, nor any iron tool 
heard in the houfe while it was building }*' 

* Dr. Jambs Okant's StriMt a$ Greenwicb, Jime 44, 17744 



h dlfrte Mqfbnt it hu always bden tlMbteft 
tliat they perfeft the work of edificatien hf 
^uicfe and orderly methods^ << withoiit thd 
hammer of ocmtentioil, the axe of ditifion, 
OT any tod of raifichief/* 

I SPEAK then a language harmomous in 
your cars and congenial to your hearts, when 
I iay that you are ^^ kindly affedioned one 
to another/' and ^^ perfedly joined together 
'fB the £ime mind and the fame judgment ;^ 
walking by one rule and foUowing the famo 
thing. 

Haviks but one intereft and one cbjed ] 
the benefit and the advancement of th« 
whole ) be pcrfuaded to purfue it with con« 
curfing harmony and joint agreement* 
While partially interefied in the welfare 
oi the iodgi^ to which yon individually be-i 
long, be regardful of the general welfare. 
And let there be no other conteft among you 
than that moil honorable of ^ contefts, wbo 
JhaS do tbe mojl gopd. 

^^ Behold, how good a^d how pieafant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.. 



/ 
I 



k is IHoe tho preciolis ointmei* vpost Ihe 
kead, that ran down upon the beard, eircif 
Aaroii^a beacd ; that went dcnm ta tiie 
fkjvts of his garmtnta M» the dew of Ifer^ 
moTLj and as the dew that defqende^ vpop 
the nvcyiuktaiM of T^on ; foi! ther^ the Lom 
<U>mmat^ded thc^ bkffiag^ even life fwevera 
faore i •' 

To bind you more firmly together ip the 
bonds pf uvMyj and to firenglhen the fies^ o| 
Iftatkerfy iove^ has been an aim ever kept ifi 
view is oay difcq^rfes before the paternity x 
and, in thi; my final addrefi^t ^' I befeech jimi 
bl^ethren, that ye aU fpeak the fanie thiiig^ 
^d that there be no diriilons among you l*\ 
^< Fulfil ye my joy (hat ye be Uke-minded^ 
^yiflg the fame loye, being of one accord^ 
pf one mind/'^ 

I have but one diredion more^ 

» 

XilVZ IN PEAC£^ 

- « 

This is a natural effeffc, and will be the 
^iertaitt refnk of that imanimity and coKor<l 
of which I have juft ipofcen^ 



§43 Vitkdiaory Difimrfi: 

: So often have I, on former occafions, tx* 
patiated upon the pacific genius of Free Ma- 
fonry^ and on the neceflity and beauty of a 
correipondent conduft in its members, that I 
need now only repeat my carneft defires 
that you would invariably, unitedly, and 
affeftionately ^^ follow after peace," and 
^' fiudy the things that make for peace" and 
are conducive to mutual edification. 

It has been well obferved that, " no fplen« 
dor of talents, no endowment of body or 
mind^ can be put in competition with thofe 
humble but lovely virtues which ferve to 
make us endearing and endeared. Abilities 
alone may excite admrationy the tribute of 
the UNDERSTANDING ; but, joiucd with amen- 
ity of manners, they never fail to conciliate 
qffe£lmy the better tribute of the heart." 

Let it always be known that ite belong 
to a fociety, cemented by union^ and edified 
^th peace : where all the members are invi- 
olably attached to the general good, and 
barmonioufly confpire in its prom6tion ^ 
where unfeigned affedion prevsdis ; where 
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every man is tbe fihcere irietad of eVdy 
inan ; in a word, where aU vigoroufly axkd 
dieetfiilly exert tfaen^elves in ads of kind- 
nefs and labors of love. Such principles^ 
furely, will advance and eftablift the haj^i- 
neis of the whole, and the welfare of each 
individual 2 and Upon fuch principles our 
fociety hath bidden defiance td oppofition^ 
and been fecured from diflblution or decay. 

Glory to God in the highefl, peace on 
earth, and good will towards men, is the 
difpofition and the defire of every Free and 
Accepted Mafon. With fuch a temper, 
brethren, you will enjoy the fatisfaftion of 
your own hearts, the approbation and con- 
currence of all the wife and good, and the 

GOD OF LOVE AND PEACE WILL 3E WITH 

YOU. That divine Being, who is the author 
of peace and the lover of concord, wfll fen- 
der your endeavors fuccelsfiil, and reward 
them \^dth the bleflSngs of time and the glo- 
ries of eternity ! 

^^ # 

Finally, brethren, parewell ! Ac- 
cept the beft wifhes, as you fhare in the bcfl 
affedions of my heart ! 



34^ ValediSory Difcourfe. 

The fpecial relation in wliich I have ftood 
to you will now ceafe; but the affection 
conneded with it, and the gratitude arifing 
from it, will ever remain. 

My particular thanks are due to the officers 
and members of the grand lodge for the hon^ 
ors and the patronage with which they have 
diftinguiihed me. And I intreat them, urrTR 
Mr BUETHRRN ALL^ to acccpt my warmeft 
acknowledgments for their afliftance and 
kindneis. Their attentions have been fb 
flattering, their benevolence fo diiinterefted, 
their bounty fo liberal^ their fympathy fo ten- 
der, that I muft be inexcufably infenfible not 
to fed ; and feeling, criminally ungrateful 
not to exprefe, my many obligations. 

The afiefting adieu I am now taking-, brings 
forcibly to mind the lajlfolemn partings when 
death fhall feparate 'me from thofe whom I 
have cordially loved; whofe fociety made 
the charm of my moft privileged moments ;. 
and to whom, under ProvidehcCi I owe moii 
of my earthly profperity. 

Tender ;md faithful friends ! Death is 

.^ haftening to interrupt, it cannot diflblve, 

our union» No ! Virtuous attachments are 

eternal. They are renewed in Heaven* Wc 

meet again there, ro j^art no more ! 



MASONIC EULOGY. 



DiLrriKiD AT WORCESTER, Jvmi 44, A. L. 1794, on tbb 

F18TIVAL or ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, Biroai tbk 

OrricERs AMD Bkstb&bn or tbb MORNING 

STAR LODGE^.w tbat towk, joimbd bt 

rRINITT LODGE rBOM LANCASTER. 



RESPECTED BEARERS^ 

You fee before you a band of 
BROTHERS, conneded with each other by the 
firmeft engagements and moft affedtionate 
ties. Warmed with the moft general philan- 
thropy, they profels ^o unite their endeavors 
in the benevolent defign of affifting the per- 
fection of the human charader, and the har- 
mony and happinefs of fociety. Their infti- 
tution boafts its origin in the earlieft ages of 
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the world ; and it retains its antient lawt 
uncorruptedy its venerable rites and expre£« 
Sxejymbols unchanged, and its, primeval ceri'^ 
monies intire. The ftupendous pyramids 
which were radfed, the lofty obelifks infcrib- 
ed, and the magnificent temples built, by ma-- 
fonic bands f have yielded to the ravages g{ 
time ; but the inilitution itfelf has furvived 
their overthrow, and outlived their glory. 
It wiH CO ntinue ftiU, and flourifli, tiH 

*< The great globe kfdf. 
And all which it Inherit, be deftroyed. 
And, like the bafelefs fabric of a viiion. 
Leave not a wreck behind.** 

Had we leifure, it would be an interefting 
and entertaining reiearch to trace it» progrefs 
through the various ftages of fociety it has 
fucceilively improved and adorned : To fee 
its early honors in Egypt ;• its CONSE- 



* Thofe who have moft nunntely ftivefiigftted aatient hiftoiTv ^ 
will have reafon to date the origin of the Egyptian myfteries a| 
the timet of Josira ; who, not being able to fabvert theidolatrf 
and fuperftition of the country, and introduce hit own purer faitk, 
eommunicated to fcledt friends, under fuitable cautions, the 
knowledge of the Divine unity and Ipirituality, of the smmop* 
taUty of the foul, and (ome leading truth* la tilt patriarchal 



Cl^nON at Jeru&lem ; it^ fubiequeiit ^o* 
ry ; and its prdervation^ and ext^n&m ^^ is 
ages long gone by." It is true that in recur^ 
ring to ibnle periods of its remote hifiory^ 
we ihould have oecaiion to lament that the 
unfounded and illiberal prqudices of too 
many which it could not foften, and their 
corrupt paflions which it could not fubdue^ 
at times denied the craft its merited honors^ 
oppofed its caufe, and impeded its progre&f 

Iigion. Hide dogmas were tianfii^ttted down ; but, throps^ the 
lapfe of ages, became fomcwhat obfcured and corrupted. 

llie Elenfinian and Gentile myfteriet were probably branches \ 
ci this more anticnt eflabliflunent ; and not difUnd: ia(Htutioni. 
For an account of thefe, confult JElian, Var. Hi(t lii c. %j^ 
pAUSAMiAs, £ c. 31. and Meursix Eleufinia : In torn. 7« Geonow 
^ti(^Gr. 

* Nor did the priefis of the myfteries negled to re<ommen4 
to the brethren a fpirit of fritnifiip and the love of virtue ; fb 
pleafing even to the moft corrupt minds, and fo requifite to render 
jStt J ibcietj rcfpedbible in it$ own eyes.** 

G|BB0N*s ob£ on the viith book of the <ffineid, p. f* 

* Prepoflef&on hurries people to condemn what they wiH ' 
jiot have pattenee to imdcrftaad. 

Happily at the prefent day thefe prejudices lofe much of 
their priftine obAmacy. ** Time has allayed the violence of par- 
ty, and fhfflrff^ with a cool difcretion the tumults of oppofition* 
Mankind, fuperior to national prediledbion or the barriers of 
policy or priefteraft, bcpn to follow the genuine didbtes of rea» 
fon, and honor the wife and the food whatever be their cowntrjr 
fir their creed." • 

<^2 
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like the sun, its emblem, it has at times 
been obfcured. Clouds and darkneis have 
overihadowed its luftre : The clouds of error 
and the darknefs of ignorance. But from 
the temporary penumbra it always emerged 
with increafed fplendor. And though from 
low minds miils of prejudice may ftill arife, 
and dim the cleamefs of its horizon, before 
the meridian light of reafm^ truth and wifdom^ 
theywill quickly difappear. 

In the dark ages Mafonry yielded only a 
£dnt and glimmering radiance : ^^ A light 
that fliined in a dark place/' But, when the 
gloom of ignorance and barbariim was dif« 
pelled, it revived in its priftine confequence 
and glory. 

Those who enter minutely into the 
hiftory of this fociety, will find it eventful 
and interefting. Various have been the 
efforts wantonly ufed, even in later times, to 
difturb its tranquillity and diminifli its im- 
portance. Diflatisfaftion has, however, been 
obliged to yield to conviftion; and the 
groundlcls imputations of enmity, have been 
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filenced by a difplay of the virtues the infii- 
tution recommends and excites, and the 
laudable effeAs it produces. Among all na^ 
tions, at laft, its iahitary influence is fdt, 
and its beneficial tendency acknowledged. 
And, (though, like the common bleffing of 
light, unheeded in its filent operation,) men 
are ignorantly indebted to it, as a principle, 
for fome of the moft difinterefled exertions 
of generofity, and fame of the fweeteft inti- 
macies of endearing friendihip and ibdal life. 

Free Masons have always confidered 
liberality as a virtue of the moft general obli- 
gation and di£Eufive nature. To adminifter 
relief to the needy, and confolation to the 
diftrefled, is their moft conftant wiih, and 
their higheft pride; eftablifliing friendfhip 
and forming connediona not by receiving 
but conferring benefits ; and diSufing the 
conveniences and comforts of life with that 
cheerful readinefs and benevolent impartial- 
ity which heightens their value and fweetens 
their poffeflion. Their bounty is not difii- 
pate4 among thofe who can return the 
obligation ; but is frequently conveyed to. 
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diflanfe hndi aad fidrngn ddfis^ to the naked 
aad the hungry who fee not the hand that 
naches out the kind fupptyy and can make 
uo acknowledgment to their, unknown 
benefiuSoce but the ardent benediction of 
gratitude. 

4 

To communicate the b)efiings of which we 
are partakers ; to contribute to the fuccefsp 
fill propagation of knowledge, virtue and 
peace, of the fciences ajnd the arts, and of 
whatever cultivates and adorns fodal life; 
and to affift the advancement of human 
]ia{^>ineis j have ever been the great objeds 
of this venerable affodatioii. Impreffed with 
a due fenfe of their obligation to the dif- 
charge of thefe duties, the members of it 
hi^ve fteadily purftied fuch means as were 
apparently moft conducive to the accom-* 
plifhment <^ fo defirable sui end : And they 
hope to furmount the obftades and difcour* 
agements which retard its more general 
furopagation. 

To refleA on the rapid progrefi and 
prefent general difiiifion of the royaju 



▲&T* tkrim^ almoft ererjr fart of the baU. 
table worldtt mvft be partiatbrly agreeaUe 
to all its friendb, to erery one fincerdy ku 
t^rclled in the caufe of hmmamty \ the hap^ 
j^eft of his ^edes. 

At the prcfent, as in every former age 
over which it hath Ipread its principles, 
Mafonry conftitutes the affedtionate and in- 
diflbluble alliance which unites man in warm 
cordiality with man. It forms the moft liber* 
al and extenfive connexions. No private pre- 

*^*^T&tt- tfrf wa» cafled r^jr«/ avt only bocaiiTc it w» oA^jeaiSkf 
pn^tifed by Kiogi aad Prinoest who were its firft prafeflbn aad 
wanneft patroiu, but likewife on account of the fiiperioritj which 
Ui fttUime a fcicaco gave it* difciplet OTer the reft of mankind." 

SlUTB, p. »7. 

f BoMxmPt, fpeaking of the number of BAafons that went 
oiver to the continent, about the beginning of the fourth century, 
fays ** even your city Autun, moft devoted to your iervice, and in 
whofe name I am efpecially to congratuUte you, has been* well 
ttored with archate^ and Maibns, fiaoc your vi^ory over the 
Britons whofe provinces abounded with them; fo that it now 
riles in fpicsdor, by the rebuilding of ancient hooiesy eroding 
public worics, and the inftawtration of temples. Thus the antient 
name of a Roman BrdherUod^ which they long fince enjoyed, is 
again re(h>red» by having yonr Imperial Majcfty lor theb leoond' 
founder." Paneg. Emp. Mazimxan, Aug. di^ 

See « Notices of the hiAory of Skcc Maibiuy, in all parts of die 
world.** 8va Bo(lon» I798» 
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poffeffion nor national predilediony no diril 
policy nor ecdefiaftical tyranny^ no party 
fpirit nor diflbdal paffion, is fuffered to pre- 
vent the engagement, or interfere with the 
free exerdfe of that brotherly Itroe^ relief and Ji* 
deliiyy it fuls not to produce. It has for ages 
been lamented, that petty diftin£tions and 
partial coniiderations, irrational prejudices 
and contraded fentiments, ihould fo much 
obftrud the friendly intercourfe of mankind. 
Mafonry breaks down thefe formidable bar- 
riers. In its folemn aflembly, around its fo« 
cial altar, meet the inhabitants of different 
countries with benignant looks of efteem and 
fentiments of unfeigned friendihip. Around 
difiant lands it cafts Philanthropy's conned- 
ing zone, and binds together in the fame fym- 
pathies the whole £unily on earth. 

Bt the ufe of the tmverfd language of Ma- 

fonsj members of the fraternity of all nations. 

communicate eafily and freely ixdth each 

othen* On every quarter of the globe they 

* * Free Mafont pofleA. what the learned have fim^ in T«ia» 

See Fata Mason's Mao. Vol I. p^ sx. 
Mr. Lo«Ka*s notes to the MS. Bodl 
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can make known their wiihes, and be ifure 
of finding an attentive friend, a hofpitabk 
afylum, and liberal affiftance. 

With Religion, whofe fublime doSlrines 
it cannot increafe, whofe noble precepts it can- 
not improve, and whofe fcmdions it dare not 
adjudge, Mafonry does not interfere. The 
duties of piety muft be the voluntary and 
fpiritual intercourfe of man with heaven. 
Over them it ufurps no control and claims no 
jurifdidion. It is fatisfied with teaching all 
the brethren to remember that " the eye 
WHICH SEETH IN SECRET** obfcrvcs all their 
condud ; that they muft therefore ^^ live as 
feeing him who is invifible,** and have their 
fouls raifed fuperior to the grois indulgences 
of vice, and their affections refined by the 
fublime energies of virtue ; that they muft 
be alive to all the en]gaging duties of benev- 
olence, and be attached to their fellow men 
by all thofe tender ties of friendfhip and 
good will which hold the heart in the moft 
permanent captivity. 

Such, my hearers, is the genius, the de- 
fign, and tendency, of this inftitution. 
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But faint and iisperfipft is the reprefenta* 
tion I have given. Tet I cannot but hope 
that, though it be but as the fun painted in 
the dew drop, it will be found to have the 
merit of refleding fomething of the fplendor 
of its original. 

At the door kA Mafonry I ftand with my 
taper* Would you view the glories of the 
temple, enter in, and dwdl there. 

Ths ingenuoufnefs of nature, my breth-* 
ren, kindles a blulh at the praife v^hich comes 
fo near to ourfdves. Yet, who, but one of 
its own members, can ijpeak the eulogy of 
an eftablifhment, aU of whofe regidations, 
and moft of whofe efieAs, are not open to 
general infpedion, but defignedly concealed 
from all but the initiated ? Determined by 
his convidtion, and in die caufe of truth, 
REASON and philakthropy, indifferent alike 
to ridicule and cenfure, the fpeaker aflerts the 
high utility and value of this/ociety, for the 
encouragement and cultivation of thofe atf 
tainments and qualities which are of vital 
confequencc to tmrd and Jbci(d man. He 
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ho&drs from his t&oi its laws : Thofe laws 
which foftening nature by humanity mek 
jiadons into brotherhood. Hs^py would it 
be for the peace of the wc^rld were they 
more univerfally a,cknowIedged. They would 
give quiet to the natioilSi* They would an«* 
mhilate the fpirit of martial glory, and ut- 
terly debafe the pomp of war. They would 
be inftrumental in meliorating the dl^ofi- 
tions of men ; in awakening and exerciiing 
their virtues ; in eacalting their condition 
and their hapinnefi. 

Seek: ye a pure fource of joys to enliven 
your profperity ? Afk ye for confolation in 
adverfity ? Want ye relief from poverty ? 
Enter our temple and fhare our bleifings. 
Friekoship will conduft your faultering fiep, 
VIRTUE will Jirenphen your refolutions, and 
Wisdom enlighten your mind* There, alfo, 
PITY and CHARITY will direft your benevo- 
lence, and ^ve value to the exercife of your 
Idndneis. There hope will brighten your 
profpefts, and glory crown your deeds. 

To this commendation of our fociety, my 
beloved brethren, your knowledge and your 
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hearts will bear willing teftimony. Let the 
a^ons of your lives afford corroborative 
evidence. Anfwer the raifed expe&ations of 
the world. While ambitious of extending 
the influence, neglecl not to fu^port the 
credit of this antient and venerable fociety. 
May the amiable fimplidty and goodneis of 
your manners produce fentiments of efteem 
in others for the principles from which they 
arife ! Difgrace not your profeffiion by any 
unworthy adion.* Mafonry may indeed 
fuffer awhile from the fufpicions of the 
ignorant and the cenfure of its enemies, but 
it can be laftingly injured only by the im- 
prudences and ill conduct of its members 
and friends. Let me therefore enjoin it upon 
you, while you treat with juft indifference 
the iniinuations and furmifes of the diiingen- 
uous and the perverfe, to filence the tongue 
of reproach by the reAitude of your conduft, 
and the brilliance of your virtues. Let it be 
feen in you that our inftitution produces the 
good effefts we have fo openly boafted, and 

* In the antient Mafonic charges is this injundHon : ** Ye (hall 
do no villainie whereby the craft may be fiandercd.'* 



the virtues we have fo frequently recdm- 
mended and warmly approved. Fix your 
eyes fteadily on the important objeS of your 
aflbciation. Let it open the affectionate em- 
brace of large philanthropy, and lift up the 
hands of rational devotion ! Let it exalt the 
capacity of the mind, refine the focial fym- 
pathi^psy and form you for the nobleft pur- 
pofes of reafonable life ! 

' RIGHT WORSHIPFUL MASTERS, 

RESPECTED OFFICERS, AND BELOVED BRETHREN ! 

Tou this day affemble to celebrate the in- 
crea&d reputation and ufeftilnefs of Mafon- 
ry; and to pay the tribute of affedionate 
remembrance to its departed patrons and 
brethren. Let hilarity therefore be temper- 
ed with thoughtfulne^. Forget not in the 
cheerfulneis of the day to retain decorum in 
feftivity, and innocence in mirth. Let vir- 
tue chaften your pleafures, and it will give 
them a higher relifh. 

While you commemorate the wifdom and 
glory of Solomon, the fidelity of Hiram, 
and the virtues of St. John, you will join 
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aUb in celebrsiting ^ valor of Warrek and 
tiie wiliiom of Franklin. While you 
praife departed worth, negleft not to honw 
U^g virtue. And add to all your fongs the 
cborufi of acknowledgment and affeftionate 
rtSpddi to cmx furviving patron and brother^ 
Washikoton, ^^ the friend of Mafonry, of 
Us country, and of man.'' 

Around the altar of fiiendihip do we thus 
yearly aflemble, and bring our votive incenfe 
to that temple which our predeceflbrs (bund- 
ed on the firm bafis of nnrtue^ and fupported 
by the pillars of wifdom^ Jtrmgth and bemOj^ 
We meet not to drain the boi^d of intem- 
perance, nor to indulge the excefles of glut- 
t<my: But to renew the cordialities of 
friendihip, the refolutions of love and good 
wilL We afiemble not to difturb the peace 
of mankind by the bufier plans of ambition, 
nor to fabricate thofe arts of luxury which 
but augment the miferies of life : Our objeft 
is to enliven the kindly fcnfibilitics of human 
nature, and all the fweet civilities of focial 
intercourfe. 



CHILDREN OF UGHT t 

The duties of your profeffion are intereft? 
ing and important. The duties oifociety and 
of reliffm are alfo binding upon you. May 
you difcharge them aU with fidelity and 
honour ! Then, when the events of time ihal| 
be endedy and the retributions of eternity 
begin, when the morning stars ihall again 
fing together and the fons of God Ihout for 
joy, Y£ fhall join the animating chorus and 
ihare the glorious triumph. Te fhall be 
deemed worthy to enter the doors of the 
cdeftial temple, to be adorned with jewel} 
beautified with immortality, and advanced 
to glories incomparably more refplenden^ 
than any here below. 

jSOMOTEITBBI 
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CHARGE. 



SETTS, Juvs %4th^ ^ JL 579;. 



JN fubmiffion to the appoUitment, 
and in compliance with the re<]ucft of the 
venerable officers and beloved brethren of 
ibis GRAKD LODGE, I rife to ^ve the cuftom- 
ary mafonic charge. To make apologies 
now^ would be ineffeftual. And to intreat 
indulgence in behalf of what it b expe£ted I 
Ihould enforce by caabarHy^ would but dimin- 
ifh the dignity of the precepts to be incul- 
cated, and weaken the influence of the can- 
tion to be imprefled. I cannot doubt the 
candor of the liberal ; and need not fear the 
cenfure of the prejudiced* It will fuffice if 



this re^eAed audience be but convinced, 
from my honeft devdopement of die chano» 
ter and fimplc ftatement of the duties of Free 
Mafonry^ that the principles upon which the 
infUtution is founded are ialutary, and that 
the morals it enjoins are pure. 

To give to thefe principles and thefe mor- 
als their proper force^ reco&ed, my beloved 
brethren, that I ftand in the place, and fpeak 
by the authority of that Divine Mafon whofe 
anniverfary, you celebrate. On this occa« 
fion you are to regard me as his reprefenta* 
tive. To his counfels you are invited to 
liften. ^^ Tbb same came for a witness^ to 

BEAR WITNESS OP TSE LJGHT^ THAT AIX MEH 

THROUGH HIM MIGHT s£LiErEJ\ As the her- 
aid, commiflioned to awaken attention to 
the glories of the brightcll fcene that ever 
dawned upon the earth, he calls for the re- 
formation of thofe prejudices which preclude 
acknowledgment of the dodrines of heavenly 
truth, and thofe corruptions which prevent 
di£Eufion of the fyfiem of unbounded love. 

Let your minds be open to conviftion. 
Examine with the utmoft freedom. Be will- 
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ing to adopt what you find, to be excellent j 
andin the bcft of canfes be the warmeft of 
advocates. 

The duties of piety claim your firft and 
chicfeft attention. Their facred fpirit fliould 
lanftify, pervade, and influence all your 
thoughts and aftions, ennoble all your pur- 
fuits, and be both the beginning and the end 
of whatever deferves the name of wifdonu 

DEMONsmATE by dcvout reverence and 
habitual goodnefi, your homage, fidelity and 
love to the almighty architect. Ever 
ad as under the infpeftion of that " Eye 
which ieeth in fecret." Negleft not to im- 
plore the affiftance of the Deity in your 
building; work by his perfed plans: and 
confecrate the edifice 'you finifli to his glory 
imd praife. 

Weigh, well the powers of iimple piety I 
]Make it the keyfiwe in your arch of virtue ; 
And it will keep that graceful fabric firm. 
Though all the ftorms of fortune burft upon it. 

Forget not that you have profeffed yovr- 
. fdves " members of the great temple of the 
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univbrfb, ready to obey the laws of the 
Grand Matter orally in whofe prefen^e yoir 
feek to be approved." 

^£XT cultivate and exercife the principles 
bf generous philanthropy and munificent 

benevolence. . Your liberalities and affedions 
muft not be limited to kindred and neigh- 
bors ; nor circumfcribed within the narrow 
confines of felfintereft or perfonal obligation ; 
but, uniformly direfted to the general wel- 
fare, muft be dilated into an exercife wide 
and extenfive as human kind. *' You mull: 
affujredly know that in all the bonds by' 
which we are united ; in all the ledures 
we receive ; and in all the exercifes by 
which we endeavor either to amufe, in- 
firuA) or benefit each other; ftriA jufiice 
and univer(al charity form the principle, the 
fentiment, and the labor of the Free and Ac-- 
cepted Mafon."* 

In the endeared and fublime friendihip 
you have formed, you are to confider, more 
efpecially, the interefts of a brother as in- 
feparable from your own. And your's is the 

* lNwooD*t fennonsy p, 75. 
R 2 
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iweet iktisfadkm of alliance ^th tlic^, to 
who{e.bofoin6 you may confide the moft im« 
portant and fecret thoughts, without diftmft 
or fear; and in whofe hearts you may 
always be fure to find an unfailing willing- 
nefs to be intere&ed for you, tt> folace your 
gne&» calm your inquietudes, relieve your 
neceflities and lighten the burden of your 
labors. Every membor of this fociety is 
ha{^ in the enjoyment of that reciprocal 
confidence and efteem which amply provides 
for the mutual interchange of affe£tionate 
iervices and aififtance. 

Reverskcb the laws, and conform to the 
iifages of our venerable conftitutiom Dif^ 
countenance every deviation from its prind-r 
pies, and carefully avoid any innovation in 
its long eftabliihed pradices. In retaining 
their primeval fimplidty, you approach 
neareft to their original^ purity, and beft an« 
(wer their original intent. 



These are fome «f your leading duties^ 
Such is the excelling nature of our inftitUf 
tion ; which, as it honors itfelf by its lef^ 
ioQS, fo may we honor it by o«r virtvica^ 



Let Q^ on aU occafions (Ui^Knrt Its cBgnity 
and mwitain its credit. May our wholf 
condud prove our convi(^on of its excel- 
lency, and bear evidence to its happy effect 

PftOGEKD, brethren, with firmnefs iti th6 
lucid path pointed out for your fteps. 

]&£ the animating fpirit of our aiTociation 
the incitement to your nobleft employment, 
and the enlivener of your moft exalted 
delights ! 

STti»L may your bofoms glow with the 
ardor of kindnefs, and ftill pofieis the uniUf* 
peding fecurity and undiminilhed tendernefi 
of friendlineis and love ! 

SyPFiR no confideration to induce yott 
to aft unworthy the rdjpe6bible charader 
you bear. But c^er difplay the difcretion, 
the virtue, the dignity and the harmony, 
which become you aA the toni of reason, 
the DisciPUft of WISDOM, and th6 dUBtHREK 
of HUMANITY ! Thui wUl yoi»r cOnduft lend 
diftinguiihed hifire to your pfofoffion, tvA 
contradift the fco& of thofe "virho €ontemptu«» 
imfly overlook or fttodtoulljr d^reciatc in a 
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Mrfan even the moft eminent infiances of 
^ ment* 

O TB, whom curiofity, or the purfuit ot 
amuiement hath drawn into this affcmbly. 
Would to GOD that fuch finiles of good 
humor as fufiiife your cheeks, and fuch 
beams of joy as irradUate your eyes, glowed 
on the ciieeks and brightened in the eyes, 
of every fon and daughter of Adam ! And 
that aH might, like you, participate the hap- 
pinefs which refults from the privileges of 
freedom, is refined by knowledge, and per- 
fefted in the reign of virtue and peace ! 

^ But confent to look abroad into the 

world. It may interrupt, indeed, for one 
painful moment, the cheerful flow of your 
i^irits : But it will teach you fome moft im-i 
portant leflbns* See the members of a moft 
extenfive family engaging in perpetual con- 
tefis. Man, who ought to be the friend, the 
brother^ becomes the enemy of man. The 
luft of power and domination, every mean 
propeniity, qvery turbulent palfion, excites 
variance and leads to outrage. The crlmfon 
fUndard of war is ere&ed. Nations fiirioufly 



^ 
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jprefs around it. And the moft populous 
and flouriihing countries exhibit the moft 
Iknguinary fcenes of defolation. Tou ihud- 
der at the painful view. You tremble for 
the diftrefles of mankind, and anxioufly 
inquire. What can mitigate the fufferings 
thefe occafion ? What projed for reconcilia- 
tion can be devifed ? Who will communicate 
a plan, eafy to be adopted and efFeftual in its 
exercife, which will reftore its rights tb vio- 
lated nature, and its fupremacy to depr^ed 
humanity : Which Will baniih entirely every 
unfocial paflion, and eftabliih perpetually uni- 
verial peace ? With what animated pleafure 
would we liften to the propofal which prom- 
ifed fUch defirable eflTeds ! How would we 
all rejoice in its ready adoption and general 
dififufion ! 

Assuredly^ then, you will obferve with 
pleafure the increaling progrefs of Mafonrj. 
At leaft you will not withhold your encour- 
agement from an inftitution which has the 
moft manifeft tendency to annihilate all party 
fpirit, to conciliate all private opinions, and 
by the fweet and powerful attradions of love 



t 
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to draw into one harmonious fratemit7 men 
of aH nations and all opinions. Who can 
remain unmoved and cold at the idea of the 
manifold good that may and will be effeded 
by fuch an inftitution ! What generous dti- 
asen vnSL hefitate at making it his duty and 
joy to contribute what he can to the accom- 
pliihment of fuch delightful hopes ! 

Let us aU join in the fervent wifh for 
fttcceis to all fuch motives as enforce^ and all 
fuch fbdeties as encourage philanthropy and 
virtue. And may the whole brotherhood of 
maiddnd be united in the harmony of love, 
and blefled with the tranquillitv of peace ! 



f 



FIRST DEGREE 



Saiertd Jffrmiti0t^^ Oar making, Mn cBar^ thai OtfJimBirtima 
hcnefly^ lovt their feiUm astiemfeiws, and kefmthfidto the Lodge.** 

Anttent MS. in tbe rdgn of Edw. IIL 



Address to a Brothem at bis reception. 

BRorHBn. 

I SALUTE you cheerily and afiec 
tionatdy by this endearing appellation. The 
communications made on our part, and the 
engagements entered into on your's» are 
mutual pledges of confidential trull: and 
agreement, and tokens of an attachment 
iacred and inviolable. 

From this moment we ihaU feel a fpedal 
daim upon your friendihip, and a fpedal 
interefi in your wel£&re : and we hope you 
will cultivate a warm attachment to that 
family of love into which you are now 
adopted } the pleafures and advantages of 



a6S Charge at fbefrft Degree^ 

» 
which you are beginning to realize. And 

we are certsdn that the better you underfiand, 

the more you will admire our principles and 

praftices. 

Our good opinion of you induced us to 
receive with pleafure your application ; and 
vote, unanimoufly, to admit you into our 
fociety. We have always wiihed to bring 
into our alliance the wife and the good ; 
that, while we attach them to us, by the 
light we convey, we may borrow lufire for 
our inftitution from their talents and their 
virtues. Let our expeAations of you be all 
accompliflied. Retain, we entreat you, that 
goodneis of heart, that fair fstme, that purity 
of intention, ^nd love of virtue, of which 
we believe you now poflefied ; and of which 
the fpotlefs vejhnent wherewith you are now 
girded, is at once the emblem, the badge, 
and the reward. 

Be juft to yourfelf and to us, to your 
profeffion and engagements ; and it will be 
apparent to all that, in becoming a Mafon, 
you become a better man. 



Charge at tbefirft Degree. sfi^ 

Now look around you ! Thofc, whofc cycg, 
Iparkling with joy, and countenances, drefled 
in (miles, are direftcd towards you, are your 
BRETHREN. Ready to difcharge all the of- 
fices of that intimate relation, they now bid 
you welcome to their number and fellowfliip, 
to their affedions and afliftance, to their 
privileges and joys : and through me they 
promife to proted: you by their influence 
and authority, to advife you by their abilities 
and (kill, to aflift you in exigence by their 
liberality and bounty, and to cheer you at 

* 

all times with their kindnefs and love. And 
you wiU have the happinefs of experiencing 
the truth of this antient remark that ^^ Mafons 
being brethren, there exiji no invidious dijiinc^ 
Horn among them : *'* and that they *• love each 
other mightifyy as hath been /aid ; which indeed 
may not otherwije be^ for good men and true, 
knowing each other to befuchy do always love the 
^nore as they be the more good^**^ 

This, brotbrr^ is the beginning of our art. 
How fucceisful is its progrefsj and how happy 

* Anttent Mafonic MS. 

f See the Bodlcan MS. with the notes ;uid exphnatioas of the 
cdebnted John I^oi^Kt, Efq. • 
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is its Mf/» yott may fiitty know if you are but 
tttentivey fidthful and wife* Tour diligence 
and adivity in work, your fldll in acquiring 

the infimdioBS. of your d^ee» and your 
seal in the caufe of Free Mafimry^ will lead 
you forwards to higher grades^ to dearer 
views9 and to nobler privileges.* 

** Matery b a progreflhw fdence, and not to be attained m 
any decree of perfedbon htt bjtinie, pattcooe» and a confiderable 
degree of application and induftry; for no one is admitted to the 
profoimdeft fecrett, or the higheft honors of tfaia fraternity, tiU by 
tunc we are aSured he ha« learned iiecreey aod moraUty.** 

Soe a fermNi entkled ^Mafitry fimnkd m Sttifhir$^ by liie 

Eev. W. WlLUAMt. 1 752. 
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«f «£T THAT BK lABORINO MBN, 0% CuAffSTMBV, DO IT T&9tT.** 

ANTIENT CHARGES, MS. 

a=asscaca=sa= ' ,■ ■ gsaacsagg 



Ax>D&£SS to a MAQTffSMf M bis being erased. 

« 

W E have now endeavored, bmtbu^ 
to reward your diUgence by conferring on 
you a higher rank in the ftale of Mafonry; 
making to you new and interefting difcove- 
ries ; and afligning you work in an elevated 
apartment of the temple. 

w 
9 

In beEalf of the brethren, I congratulate 
your preferment. I affure you that the ftep 
you have taken is a &fe one ; and with a 
fingle eye you may fee that your fktgings arc 
firm, your fituation fecure, and your prod 
pe£ta brightened. 

Yoir will now be inftruded in the ufe of 

■ 

tools of a more artful and ingenious con* 



%J2 Charge at tbe/econd Degree^ 

firudion. Be not regardlds of thdr fym** 
bolic application. By them you will learn 
to reduce rude matter into form, and rude 
manners into the more poliihed fhape of 
moral and religious redtitude; becoming 
thereby, yourfelf, a more fympietical part of 
the ftrudure of human fociety. By the 
fquare of juftice, learn to meafure your 
af^ons. To the level of humility and conde* 
fcenfion, reduce your difpofition and de- 
meanor : And by the plumb line of reditude 
regulate all your moral condud. 

• Th£ grade to which you are now ad- 
vanced has its appropriate fervices and 
(luties. It dem^ds the exerdfe of ftrenpb^ 
intelledual and moral ; and it calls for the 
cxtenlion of relief to your brethren, accord- 
ing to your ability and their exigence* 

Whii«£ invincible as a Mafon, and brave as 
a man ; be fure to difplay the benignity of 
the friend, and the kindnefs of the brother* 



You are to learn, now, to encounter trials 
with unyielding ftability; and to endure 
tribulation with fubmiflive patience. And 
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you iicdll find that Mafonry prevents the 
pufilanimity of dejedion, and filences the 
murmurs of difcontent, by encouragements 
and fupports' peculiar to itfelf.* But Ihould 
a lot be )npur*s in life, as we fervently hope, 
exempt from the pains of afflidion and the 
preflure ^f adverfity, let the leflbns you ate 
now acquiring teach you to help and rdieve 
all your deftitute and diftreiTed brethren to 
the beft of your power. Be willing to diftri- 
bute to the necefiitous a portion of thofe 
bounties your profperity can fpare ; and 
ready to communicate to the afflided ibme 
of thofe precious confolations which fympa- 
thy pr^res and kindnefs adminifttrs. And 
year's be all the bleffin^ promifcd the 
by the Got) of mercy ! 



BROTHER^ 

Wb have feen with pkafure 
provement ia cor art; and are 
that your indu&ry and petfeverance wiU 
foon lead you to the acquirement of greater 
knowledge and entitle you to greater honors* 

^^Maconnea teach the ikyHe of becommyi^ gudeand par* 
ffghtc, withottghten the bolpysget ^ ten and hope*" us. bodl* 



THIRD DEGREE. 



" Evtrj lufiaO aunpwere Aeft three fue/thms ; Hon bafi tboy entered f 
ff0w hmjt ihw wrwitgU t Hew haft tiom lived f Amd if be cam efffmU 
tbefey ^'^ ^^ ^*^ therw^ be may be raifedand bommired and reward^ 
ed," Antient MS. 



Address to a Brother at bis raljing. 

JBJtOTHER, 

The arcana of oixr craft are imparted 
gradually to its members, according to their 
improvement. As you have acquitted your- 
felf well as an expert and ingenious craftf- 
man, in reward for your diligence and 
ingenuity we now admit you to our moft 
confidential communications, and exalt you 
to Xhtfublime degree of master mason. 

This, brother, is a privilege which but 
few obtain : and muft be the more grateful 
to you as the badges with which you arc 
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now invefted, are conferred only on the wor- 
thy and the wife. 

The afieding fcene through which yoi^ 
have juft pa£ed muft have deeply imprefled 
your mind. Let the folemn cautions with 
which it was accompanied, and the excellent 
leffons it inculcates, be always remembered 
and invariably obferved. 

Support with dignity the refpedaUe char- 
acter you now bear. 

Be juft to your profeflion, and true to your 
engagements. Hold faft your integrity; and 
let no offers bribe and no threats intimidate 
you to betray your truft or violate your 
vow. Be faithful unto the death, and the 
acacian fragrance of a good report wiU em- 
balm your memory. At the Supreme 
Grand Master's word your body will be 
raifed in honor, and your reward be glori- 
ous in the region of light and life eternal ! 



CHARGE, 

AT THE OPENING OF A LODGE. 

I BEHOLD you again aflembling 
together, with thofe complacent emotions of 
afiefti(Hi which animate the meeting of dear* 
eft friends that have been fome time fepa- 
rated. 

After this interval you muft have acquired 
an increafed rdilh for the interesting exercifies 
of this retreat \ and you undoubtedly return 
with new alacrity to your ^bors of love. 

And now, brethren, with that doiing 
door, the bufy world is fhut out : and with 
it, all its perplexities, and cares, and forrows. 
None of them are fuffercd to intrude upon 
oyr happy privacy. Here nothing * enters 
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bat *^ innocent plieafures, pure joys, and 
rational gaities/' 

C0ME9 then, ye who are emulous to ex* 
cd in the true^ the good^ or the great ! Etijoy- 
ing the bright aufpices and emanations of 
that glorious Suk, which now flieds around 
you the deareft, the moft cheering rays, 
your underftandings will become more en<- 
lightened with wisdom^ your hearts more 
warmed with BSNEFicfNCE. Come, you are 
welcome guefts at the feafi of chaxitt and 

the refreihment of iofm / 

«i 

Ye, Brethren, are not in darlmeis. Walk 
as children of the light. Obferve the ftriaeft 
decorum. Carefully attend to every inftrac- 
fcion here offered, and readfly comply with 
every requirement here ei^oined^ Be dili- 
gent in the duties of your refpeftive fta*- 
tions : and may the joys of umrr and TJMiCS 
prevail! 



% t 



CHARGE, 

Ar THE CLOSING OF A LODGE. 

I 

I OU are now to quit this facred 
retreat of friendjhip and virtue ^ to mix again 
with the world. Amidft its concerns and 
employments, forget not the duties you have 
heard to frequently inculcated, and forcibly 
reconmi^ided in this Lodge, Be, therefore, 
diligent, prudent, temperate, difcreet. Re- 
member alfo, that around this altar you have 
jfolenmly and repeatedly promifed to befriend 
and relieve, with unhefitating cordiality, fo 
far as ihall be in your power, every brother 
who Ihall need your ailiftance : That you 
have promifed to remind him, in the moft 
tender manner, of his fsulings, and aid his 
reformation^ Vindicate his charader when 
wrongfully traduced. Suggleft in his behalf 
the moft candid, favorable, and paliating 



Charge at the clofing of a Lodge. 279 

drcumfiancesy when his conduft is juftly 
rqprehended. That the world may obfervc 
how Mafons love one another. 

These generous principles are to extend 
farther. Every human being has a claim up- 
on your kind offices. So that we enjoin it 
upon you to " to do good unto all," while 
we recommend it more ^^ efpeciaUy to the 
houfehold of the faithful.'' 

By diligence in the duties of your refpecl- 
ive callings^ by liberal benevolence, and dif- 
fufive charity, by conftancy and fidelity in 
your friendfliips, by uniformly juft, amia- 
ble, and virtuous deportment, difcover the 
beneficial and happy efiedb of this antient 
and honorable inftitution. 

Let it not be fuppofed that you have here 
labored in vain, and fpent your Jlrengtb for 
nought ; for your work is with the Lord, 
and your recompenfe with your God. 

FiNAi^LY, brethren, fareweU. Be ye aU of 
one mind. Live in peace. And may the 
God of love and peace delight to dwell with 
^d to bids you ! 



■ 
^ « 



ADDRESS, 



AT TBK IirrmilHT (VZTB MAIONIC BOVOAl) 09 BftOTBB|k 

SAMUEL PIERCE, JUN. 

OF DORCHESTER ; 

WBO WAS UKVOKTVMATBLT DKOWKSD VBAB LOBO-ItLABBt 

•CTOBBB 169 1796^ M, 3a 

I^E AR is efUmated the name of friends 
Lovely is the relation which cements con-t 
genial feuls. But dearer ftill the amity^ 
more intimate the connexion, my brethren, 
which unites our hands and hearts* How 
painful then the catafirophe in which b dif- 
Iblved an alliance fo dofe and fo affefdon- 
ate! Alas! how fcMrdbly do we fed thb now t 
Death, regardlds of thofe fweet engage- 
ments, thofe pleaiing intercourfes, and thofe 
improving joys, which Mafons know, has 
fiiddenly fummoned away, in the midft of his 
days and ufefulnefi the valued brother whofe 



I 
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remains we have juft lodged in the fifent tomfa» 
We beheld his fun in its meridian, and rgmo 
ed in its brightnefi. It is now &t j and the 
evening (hades of exiftence have dofied a« 
round. Blefled be hb reft, and foft and iafe 
to him the mortal b#d ! Sweet be the open- 
ing flowers we plant around ; fragrant the 
cq//sa fprig that here Ihall flouriih !* While 
we his memory cherifb, his virtues imitate, 
his death improve ! 

With bleeding hearts we fympathixe ^th 
the difconibhite widow^ the bereaved pa^ 
rents, the afflided friends. Their grieft are 
our's, for our's the lofs they fed. But let 
us look forward, enlightened by rdi^on, to 
the brighter fcene, when our brother, ^o 
is now levdled by the flroke of death, fhall 
be raifed from his proftrate ftate, at the S0- 
p&Eiis Grand Mastbr's wird^ and be admit- 
ted to the privil^es of the Lu^ Cekjiial^ 
Let us comfort one another, with t)ie(b 
words. With thefe pro^As let us confble 
the widow and the mourners. And permit 



* Alluding to the Jhwen and iwgi the brethren had ftrcwed 
ground the entrance to the tomb. 
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me, brethren, in thdr behalf to tender yon 
a tribute of lively acknowledgment for the 
refped you Ihew the deceafed. Tour kind- 
ne(s, attention, and fympathy are peculiarly 
grateful and foothing to their agonized 
hearts. Their tears, their looks thank you, 
though forrow denies their lips an utterance. 

^^ These laft offices we pay the dead ought 
to be improved as ufeful inftrudions to the 
living/' Let us all remember that, *^ the 
generations of men are like the waves of the 
£ea/' In quick fucceffion they foUow each 
other to the coafb of death. Another and 
another ftiU fucceeds, and prefies on the 
Ihore ; then ebbs and dies, to give place to 
the following wave* Thus are we wafted 
forward. Now buoyed, perhaps by hope ; 
now finking in defpair : rifing on the tide of 
profperity ; or overwhelmed with the billows 
of misfortune. Sometimes, when leaft ex- 
peded, the ftorms gather, the winds arife, 
<« and life's frail bubble burfts/' Be caution* 
ed then, nor trufl to doudlefs fkies, to placid 
• ieas, or fleeping winds. Forget not there are 
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hidden rocks. Guard, too, againft the 
fudden blaft. Be FAirn your pilot ; you 
will then be fafely guided to the haven of 
eternal bllfs, 

« There may you bathe your weary foul 

In feas of heavenly reft \ 
And not a wave of trouble roll 

Acroft your peaceful breaft ! " 



/ 



AN 



ADDRESS. 
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DbUVSRBO at TBB RBf^OBIT 0» TSt OmCBftt AKD MEMBtBt 

OB COLUMBIAN LODGE, on tbb DMMCATION ob 

TPIBIB HBW HAIX, J^NB 24, zSoa 



1 HE ceremonies we are about to per* 
form are not unmeaning rites, nor the amu- 
fing pageants of an idle hour { but have a 
folenm and inftrudive import. Suffer me to • 
point it out to you, and to prepare your 
minds for thofe important fentiments they 
are fo well adapted to convey. 

This Hall, defigned and built by wifdm^ 
fupported by firength, and adorned in beauty^ 
we are firft to confecrate in the name op 
THE GREAT Jehovah.* Which teaches us 

* See the ctrcmooy of decUcotiooy ia the Book of Confiictt- 
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in all our works begun and finiihed to ac-i 
knowledge, adore, and magnify him. It re* 
minds us, alfo, in his fear to enter the door 
of the lodge, to pot o\ur truft in him whUe 
paffing its trials, and to hope in him for the 
reward of its laboi's. 

Let, then, its altar be devoted to his ier« 
vice, and its lofty arch refound with his 
praife ! May tbb mts which sssth in smcmst 
witnefs here the fincere and unaffeded piety^ 
which withdraws from the engagements of 
the world to filencc and privacy, that it may 
be exerdfed with leis interruption and lefs 
ofl;entation« 

Our march round the lodge reminds us of 
the travels of human life, in which Mafonry 
is an enlightened, a fafe, and a pleaiant path. 
Its taffalated pavement ef Mofakwork intimates 
to us the chequered diveriity and uncertainty 
of human afiairs. Our flep is time ; our 
progreOion, eternity. 

Following our antient conflitutions, with 
myflic rites, wt dedicate this Hall to the 

HOKOR OF MASONRY. 



/ 
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Our beft attachments are due to the craft. 
In its profperity we find our joy ; and, in 
paying it honor, we honor ourfelves. But 
its worth tranfcends our encomiums, and its 
glory will out-found our praife. 

Brethren, it is our pride that we have 
our names on the records of Mafbnry : may 
it be our high ambition that they ihould ihed 
a lufire on the immortal page ! 

The Hall is alfo to be dedicated to virtue. 

This worthy appropriation will always be 
duly regarded while the moral duties which 
our fublime le6hires inculcate with affecting 
and imprcflive pertinency, are cheriihed in 
our hearts and illuftrated in our lives. 

As Free Mafonry aims to enliven the fpirit 
of philanthropy, and promote the caufe of 
charity, fo we dedicate this Hall to univer- 
sal BENEVOLENCE ; in the affurance that 
every brother will dedicate his affedions and. 
his abilities to the fame generous purpofe : 
that while he difplays a warm and cordial 
afFeAion to thofe who are of the Fraternity, 
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he will extend his benevolent regards and 
good wifhes to the whole family of man« 
kind. 

Such, my brethren, is the fignificant 
meaning of the folemn rites we are now to 
perform, becaufe fuch are the peculiar duties 
of every Lodge. I need not enlarge upon 
them now, nor fhew how they diverge, as 
rays from a centre, to enlighten, to improve, 
and to cheer the whole circle of life. Their 
import and their application is familiar to 
you all. In their knowledge and their exer- 
erdie may you fulfil the high purpofes of the 
mafonic inilitution ! 

How many pleaiing confiderations, my 
brethren, attend the prefent interview* 
Whilft in almoft every other part of the 
world political animofities, contentions, and 
wars, interrupt the progrefs of humanity 
and the caufe of benevolence, it is our dif- 
tinguiihed privilege, in this happy region 
of liberty and peace, to engage in the plans 
and to perfeft the defigns of individual and 
focial happinefs. Whilft in other n^ations 



d8& OktiededkatUno/CabimbialM^ 

our order b viewed by polkicians with fiifpi« 
don, :uidfa!y the ignorant with apprehenfion ; 
in this country, its members are too much 
refpeAed and its principles too well known^ 
to make it the objed of jealoufy or mifhruft. 
Our private aflemblies are unmolefted ; and 
our public celebrations attraft a more general 
approbation of the Fraternity. Indeed, its 
importance, its credit, and we truft its ufe- 
fiilnefs, arc advancing to a height unknown 
in any former age* The prefent occafion 
gives frelh evidence of the increafing aflfec- 
tion of its friends ; and this noble apart- 
ment, fitted up in a ftile of elegance and 
convenience which fur exceed any we have 
among us, does honor to Mafonry, as well 
as the higheft credit to the reipedable Lodge 
for wiioie accommodation and at whofeezp 
pcnfe it is eveded* 

We offer our bed congratulations to the 
worjhifful MASTER, WARDENS, OFFICERS and 

MEMBERS of the COLUMBIAN LODGE. We 

commend their zeal, and hope it will meet 
with the moft ample recompenfe. May their 
Hall be the happy refort of piety, virtue. 



/ 
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and BENEVOLENCE ! May it be protefted 
from accident, and long remain a monument 
of their attachment to Mafonry ! May their 
Lodge continue to flouriih 4 their union to 
firengthen ; and their happinefs to abound ! 
And when they, and we all, fball be removed 
from the labors of the earthly lodge, may we 
be admitted to the brotherhood of the per- 
feA, in the building of God, the hall not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens 1 



INVOCATION, 

Supreme architect of aii worlds ? 

vouchfkfe to accept; the folemn dedicatm of 

this Hall^ TO 7HB GLORT OF THT HOLY NAME ! 

Make its walls falvation, and its arch praife ! 
May the brethren who fhall here afiemblc, 
meet in unity, work in love, and part in har- 
mony ! May Fidelity keep the door. Faith 
prompt the duties, Hope animate the labors, 
and Charity diffufe the bleffings of the Lodge I 
May wifdom and virtue difHnguilh the Fra^ 
ternity, and Mafonry become glorious in all 
the earth ! 

So mote it be I 

AMEN L 



THE 



FRATERNAL TRIBUTE 



ov 
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WASHINGTON, 



Xlf TBS 



UNION LODGE, 



IN 



DORCHESTER, 



JANVARr ja, A. L. 5800. 



INFORMATION. 

x\S foon as the member? could convenietly be 
called together after the mournful intelligence arrived 
of the death df theiH- ' Sbftr^otis Brothler George 
Washington, they aflcmbled to pay their funeral 
honors to his memory. 

The hall, the furniture of the lodge, and tKe 
bretlfren were all drefled in the badges of n^urning : 
and the apartment l>ut dimly lighted. 

The following addrefs was delivered : an occa- 
fional dirge was fung and a well adapted anthem 
chanted, by the dioir. 

Appropriate teftimonials of refpeft clofed the 
folenmities. 



ADDRESS. 



m^^^nr^v 
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iliH, my brethren, what a change dp 
we perceive ! Our lodge, the lightfome abode 
of joy, how darkened with the gloom. o£ ibr<- 
row ! Inftead of the gay fplendor with which 
it was irradiated, a pale fepulchral light dim^ 
ly gljeams in its receffes. 'Xht cheerful falu^t 
tation with which we were wont to hail the 
beloved member of welcome the accepted 
viiitant, is now exchanged for the look of 
fadnefs and the condolence of fympathy. We 
forego the fprightly fong for the folemn 
dirge, and the 9up of pleafure for the chalice 
of woe. The regalia are all veiled in black, 
and every thing about us bears the tokens 
of the lofs we have fuftained in the death of 
Washington, the patron, the ornament, 
the pride of our Fraternity. We aiTemble to 
dwell in peniive recoUedion on his fublime 
virtues, to record his focial worth, and tp 

T2 
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give vent in privaqr to our unaffeded for* 
rows at his deoeaie* 

His modeft and unambitious fpirit, which 
fhrunk from the pomp of life, and delighted 
rather in the filent fadsfaidion of d(nng well, 
than in the loud applaufes ^f the world for 
having done fo, would not difdain the hum- 
ble honors we pay : though artlefi, yet coiv 
dial ; though unoftentatious, yet fincere. 

It is not in our power to make a parade, of 
funeral obfequies, nor to ere£t a pompous 
cenotaph to his fame \ but what we can, \ire 
do ; we infcribe his worth on ourjnemo^ 
ries, and inihrine his.virtues in our hearts. 



When we confider him as a General and 
a Stateiman, we are filled with admiration. 
When we recognize in him the defender, 
deliverer, and father of his country, our 
bofoms glow with gratitude. But when we 
behold him in the lefs majeflic but more en- 
gaging charafter of a brother^ his memory is 
endeared to our aflPefttons and has a peculiar 
claim upon our love. 
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Possessing difpofitions congenial with the 
genuine fpirit of .Free Mafmry^ he early be- 
came a member of the fociety. Habitually 
deiirous of enlarging the fphere of focial 
happinefs and of promoting the caufe of 
philanthropy, he difcovered in our order 
means eminently conducive to thefe impor- 
tant purpofes.* It gave a nobler expanlion 
to his charity, a wider range to his benevo- 
lence* Accordingly, he engaged in the plans 
and aflifted the labors of the lodge, with a 
high fatisfadion which thofe only can feel 
whofe hearts are warmed with tlje fame dif- 
interefted love, and enlarged with the fame 
good will« 

When harafled by the fatigues of war or 
the concerns of public life, he was fond of 
feeking the refrejbment and enjoying thtferen- 
Hy always to be found within the peaceful 
walls of the lodge. There every perplexing 
anxiety fubfided, and every tumultuous 
thought was calmed. There he obtained 

* See this mod beautifully alluded to, and moft happily expreffed 
in his anfwer to the addrefs of the Grand Lodge of MafTachofetts 
on their prefenting him a copy of the Book of ConAitutions. 



*- - 
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relief from his cares, or ftrenffh to rife above 
them. There his fpirit was enlivened and 
his joys reftored ; every doud dii^rfed, and 
a bright fiinihine illuminated his profpeds. 

H£ paffed the various grades and filled the 
feveral offices of the lodge ; and was tried^ 
proved^ and accepted in them all. And wheth- 
er we contemplate him as exalted to the chair 
of Solomon, to inftruA and govern ; or re* 
turning to the level of his brethren, to par- 
take their toils and ihare their duties ; we 
have equal occafion to admire the dignity and 
humility of his charader, the noble elevation 
and amiable condefcenfion of his manners.* 
So, when raifed to the higheft military and 
civii honors his grateful country could be- 
itow, even when filling the rank of president 
OF THE UNITED STATES he dccmcd it no 
derogation of his diftinguilhed eminence 
and ftation to be confidered as t Mqfon.i ' 

* In the courfe of the revolutionary war, this exalted hero fre* 
quently viQted a Lodge where a Sarjeaat prefided as Ma/hr, 

f This is proved by his anfwers to the various complimentary 
addrefles of moft of the Grand Lodges in America. His reply to 
one from Kim^ I>avid*4 L^gt in Newport (R. I.) contains this dec- 
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Ik fliort, his love for the order^ his zeal 
in proQK>ting its interefts, and his teftimonir 
als in its favor, have not only revived its 
prifiine credit, but given it new confequence 
and reputation in the world. 

Thb honor thus conferred upcm us has 
been peculiarly ferviceable at the prefent day, 
when the moft unfounded prejudices have 
been harbored againft Free Mafonry^ and the 
moft calumnious impeachment brought for<- 
ward to deftroy it. But our oppofers blufh- 
ed for their cenfures when we reminded 
them that Washington loved and patrcm- 
ized the inftitution. 

When the order was perfecuted by re- 
ligious fanaticifm and political jealoufy, his 
unfullied virtue was its apology, and his 
irreproachable life its pledge? He advocated 
its principles^ becaufe he had found them to 
be pure ; and commended its dejigns^ becaufe 
he knew them to be generous. 

laration : ** Being perfuaded that a juft application of the princi- 
ples on which the Mafonic Fraternity 14 founded, muft be promo- 
tive of private virtue and public profpcrity, I {hall always be hap- 
py to advance the interefts of the focicty, and to be confider- 
ed by them as a dcferving brother.** 
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■ 

of fuch a patron at fuch a time ! Ages, per- 
haps, will pais away, before our Fraternity 
may boaft at its head a charader fb great. 

Yet let not our enemies fuppofe they may 
triumph now that he lives not to confute 
their afperlions. The fuperior luftre of his 
name will out-flune the flaihes of their re- 
fentment, and refleft a glory upon Mafonry 
which can never £aule« 

Happy in its original value and grateful 
for its augmented fame, let us refolve never 
to forfeit nor leflen the prefent high refpe<^- 
ability of the craft. Let our lives be adorn- 
ed with thofe focial and moral virtues which 
become us as the fom of light y and the broth- 
ers of Washington. We fhall honor him 
by honoring the inflitution of his early at- 
ta£hment, and latefl veneration. His vir- 
tues illuftrated its principles, and his benev- 
olence ezplauned its tendencies. O might 
our virtuous a£tions and benevolent pur- 
pofes, formed by the fame difcipline and 
excited by the fame motives, emulate his ! 



/ 
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And, though they fall, at lafi, far, hx be- 
hind in merit and effed ; it will be to their 
praife that they were modelled after thofe 
that were fublime and perfed. 

ILLUSTRIOUS Washington ! We lament 
thee as mortal by nature, but we celebrate 
thee as immortal by virtue ! We mourn thy 
departure from earth, but rejoice at thy arri- 
val in heaven ! Having been faithful in all 
thy courfe, thpu art now raifed to the fub- 
lime degree of jlight ineffable. Taught 
by thy example worthily to pais the proba* 
tionary grades of time, we will hope to fol« 
low thee to the Grand Lodge of kindred 
fpirits. 

Farewell, till the grand fummons : then, 
brother, we will rife and meet thee ! 



•. • •• ' 



THE 

EXTEMPORANEOUS DIRGE 

WHICH WAS SUNG ON THE OCCASION. 

WHILE all our nationi wheml'd in grief. 
Lament their General, Patriot, Chief, 

Let us, his brethren, long revere 

A name to Mafonry fo dear I 

In m jftic rites our Lodge difphys 
Its forrows and its patron's praife j 

And fpreads frcfh garlands round the tomb, 
Where the fweet caffia long fhall bloom. 

Look to the Bail ; its fplendors fail ! 

The leflcr lights grow dim and pale ! 
— ^The glory once reflcfted here 
Now dawns upon a higher fphere ! 



MASONIC DIRGE. 

COM P08Et> AT THE Kti^p^ST OF TBK 

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

[Set U mwju hy the X. W^ Br&ti^r Hold EN, andjing on $be lltb of 
Feb, 580Q, the day fit apdrt by (be Grand Lodge Upay tbeir funeral 
betmrt to tbar Brother George Washington.] 

WHILE every Orator and Bard difplays 
The Hero's glory and the Patriot's fame 5 

And ALL the Guardiak of their Country praife» 
Revere his grcatnefs and his worth proclaim — 

We mourn the Man, made our^s by tendereft ties, 
Tbeir honored Chieftain, our loVd Brother dies ! 

Come then, the myftic rites no more delay ; 
Deep filence reigns, the tapers dimly bum : 

Wisdom and Fortitude the requiem pay. 
And Beauty ftrews frefh garlands round the um- 

A Mason, brothers ; a Grand Master dies ! 
The caflia fprig deiignates where he lies. 

As Love Fraternal leads our footfteps there, \ 

Again to weep, again to bid adieu. 

Faith views the foul, rekas'd from mortal care. 
Through fpheres empyreal its. bleftcourfe purfue, 

rrill it the Lodge of Perfect Light attain ; 
There may we meet oor Washington agaia 



* 



HYMN, 



fcno AT TBI CoMticmATioM ov UNION LODGS^ in 
DORCHBSTER, Jumb %4» I797- 

L 

GREAT fource o^ light and love. 
To thee our ibngs we raife I 

O in thy Temple Lord above. 
Hear and accept our praife I 

n. 

Shine on this feftive day. 

Succeed its hop'd deiign : 
And may our charity diijplay 

A love refembling thine. 

ni. / 

May this fraternal band, 

Now confecrated, blefs'd. 
In UNION airdiftinguifh'd ftand. 

In PURITY be drcfs*d ! 

IV. 

May all the fons of peace 
Their every grace improve \ 

'Till difcof d through the nations ceafe. 
And all the world be love ! 



TRANSLATION of the NOTES. 



PAGB 17. 

riri 
X HIS is genuine and indifToluUe prats&nitt, groip- 

iBg out of the virtue and perfe<Stion of minds ! whofe onee form* 
ed league neither the diveriity of dclires nor contrariety of 
wills can difiumul 1 whole principles lead to venerate the worthy 
and rebuke the diflblute member ; to be obliging to ,the brother 
when prefent, and not to fpcak ill of him when abfent ; to con- 
gratulate him in health, and not to defert him when infirm ; to 
rejoice with him if rich, and to aifift him if poor. 

PAGE 21. 
For a brother not to defert his brother, is alfo a rare honor to 
that near rclationfliip. 



A true companion loves at all times : he is a brother bom for 

adveriity. 

PAGE 14. 

As when the Sun breaks forth with fplendors gay, 
The ihadow follows his all-guiding ray ; 
But foon as clouds o*ercaft his happier light,^ 
Follower no more ! She takes her faithlefs flight : 
The world's vain friends, ungenerous, thus recede, 
When Fortune^s glooms to brighter days fucceed. 



In misfortunes the friend deferts hia friend. 

PAGE 29. 
Duir Brother of the choke I A band more iacred 
Than Nature's brittle tie ! — 

PAGB 36. 
CompaBioos, chc r ifliod irith fratenul love ! 



304 Tranjlatiom of the Notes, 

PAGE 40. 
Now ame the Orator, and audience aik'd ; 
Boring the pcacefol oLnrs bkamcb — — 

PAGE 65. 
Among other good things whic^ render men amiable to their 
nci^ibore and plcafmg to God, xrc bdieve that to bemoft accept- 
atblc which infures charity in the heart and operates as a bond of 
vmon to different minds. This good is Pkace, by which hatred 
IS difpdied, rancor allayed, envy driven away, and anger reprdT- 
ed ; which pacifies the mind, conciliates the heart, afluagei the 
breaft, and renders concordant the aiffedions. This is what we 
fcdc to plant, to propagate, and to nourifh among the fans of the 
church : this is what we wiih to bring to fruit among kio^ 
fnnocsi and great men.* 

PAGE 171. 
Thde mcDy flullcd in divine and human knowledge, do iwc 
difdofe to the vulgar the hidden figni£cations contained under 
the natural appearances, but vail them under figures and cm- 
lilcms. Yet tkej are ready to reveal them, in a proper plicc^ and 
with due ceremonies to thofie who are ddiroos and worthy of be- 
ing initiated So £sr I may be permitted to lay with reiped ; 
preferring a icvcrantial lilenoe as to what futher relates to thcfe 
myibc rites. £7^ maie it extrdSeJ Jrwm u ttwri 9/ Helioooids, 
Bi^ ^Tricca. v^^JhwiJhJ U tb< irth atUvry,] 



JlStfl •fAe sAkr Z«#ai m9Us are explmmtd im the J^affages to VfhUh 
thty mre mmaexti. — 



* 1 have taken the liberty to tranflate two or three fentencei 
more of thb fine paragra{^ than what 1 had tranfcribed for anoce* 
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PROLOGUS. 



<< In TH£0L0G62CcaT9tvasi illud antiquitads fttf^ 

diom, fi abeftyfertafic non requimn ; fiadeft^TC- 

hementer ampiedar. Nee (blum quafi oniamcDtumy 

fed edaiDy hs fi dicere, adjumentum. Nam in hifto- 
m iacra multa efle^ quorum penitior intcUigentia 

pendeat a moribus et Uteris antiqxiisy nemo negabit.'* 

s 

J. LiPsiU8| Epift* 1* 3* Ep* 10* 



INTRODUCTION. 

In the fidhwing dijfertatim I have 

frequently ufed the term friendship for the l(xtin 
BospirAUTAS. In jujiificatwn cf whUb I prefix 
tbefoUowing authorities. 

^^ HosPES proprie dicitur qui privatim et 
amicitia caufa, vd recipit, vel redpitur. 
Unde et pro externo amico capitur, et hofpi-^ 
Hum pro amicitia. Hine ffospiTJUTASyfacilitas^ 
vel benignitas in recipiendo; et hosfitaliter^ 

4 

adv. benigne, ct fadiiter.'^ * 

^^ Virtus unde hoc profidfdtur, nobilif- 
lima prxftantiflimaque eft ; qua nimirum 
peregrinos et advenas, quocunque poflumus, 
humanitatis, benignitatisy benevolentiacque 
genere perfequimur, illis aedes domofque 
noftros patefadmus, dbum potumque liber- 
aliter praebemus."t 

^ In hofpitium venire ;'' id eft, inviolabilem 
mudtiam introire* 

* Lanoiv$. -f Stuci^ius, mitif. fontivhlts, p. %7, 



3o8 Introduffion. 

^^ Hospitality was that tie among the 
antients which was ratified by pardcular 
ceremonies, and confidered as the mod &cred 
of all engagements ; nor^ diflblved, excq>t 

with cert^ia folema foni», and for weighty 
reafons." 

♦* Hospitality was univerlally praftif- 
ed in the earlieft times. It was lllmoft the 
only thing that attached nations to each 
other. It was the fource of the oioft aqtiect, 
the mod kftingy and the moll refpeded 
friendjhipy contrafted between families who 
were feparated by imme^fe regions."* 



CHAP. I. 

OP THE TESSERA HOSPITALIS. 

SECTION I. 

Method *of contr ailing Friend/hip. 

I HOSE perfdns among the Greeks 
and Romans whd were defirous of perpetu** 
ating their attachment, of rendering its 
iiiuon more facred, and of infuring td it priv- 
ileges more extenfive, ufed the foUowirig 
method. They took a fmaU piece of bone^ 
iTory, or ftone, and dividing it into equal 
and limilar parts, one of, them wrote his 
name upon one of thefe, and his friend upon 
the other '/they then made a mutual ex- 
change ; promifing to confider and retain 
the Httle tally as a pledge of inviolable fnend- 
fh^. 

** Veteres, quoniam non poterant omnes 
fuos hofpites nofcere, tefferam ilfis ckbant, 
quam iUi ad hofpitia rev^ii ofiendebaftt 
praepofito hofpitii ; unde intelligebantur hof- 
pites/** 

♦ LucTATius in Sut. Thcb. viL »37. 
U 2 
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The Scholiaft of Euripides* deficribes tlui 
cuftom as it was uled amongft the Greets. 

9 

li^, Aarf^y (uicy nu^aXtiMctLiycy iwoiel^aijjyotgj fvtf c2 

AifXs; iT^yoiuyoi ri jfftttft; ao^^yiAiov avev8i/}o rify 
^£yi4ty.** lliat is ; *^ They had a cufiom, 
wh«i a friendfhip had commenced, to take a 
white ftone and engrave thereon any word 
upon which the partits had mutually agreed. 
Then they brake the ftone in the midft, di- 
lading the word, and one half was kept by 
one friend, and the remaining half by the 
other, as a conflant memorial of their friend- 
fliip/' 

KcBMPFER mentiops the ufe of the teffera 
in contracting friendfliips in Perfia.t 

The particular ihape and figure of the 
token, was fuch as was Agreed upon by the 
contractors* 

Of this kind of teffera feveral are preferv-- 
ed to this day in the cabinets of Antiquarians* 



* /« AU«» ▼. 613. f Jmemi' EteU. p. 736. 



'^—- 



; Some of them, as defcribed by Thomaiinus, 
may be feen ddineated in the Frontifinece 
of this volume. A, a. B, b. C, c. reduced tQ 
;ibout one fourth of (heir fize. 



SECTION n. 



The ufe and/acred nature eftbis Contrast^ 

THE producing of the teffera was a recog- 
nition of the covenant of friendihip. And 
with it the traveller was fure to be received 
with diftinguiflied marks of civility, and to 
obtsdn a hearty wdcome at the houfe of his 
friend. 



I 
I 



So highly was this alliance efteemed, that 
it was preferred even to relationfliip. To 
cxprefs, in the moft forcible terms, their 
veneration for it, and their fenfe of its fiicrcd 
nature, the antient Romans gave to their 
Sovereign of the Gods the title of Jupiter 

HOSPI TALIS.* 

• Vi»a JEm, lib. I. V. 735. So the Greeks (Bled him Hospit- 
4BLK Jove, Sec Homex's Oiys, lib ix. ▼, #69. and lib. xiv. ▼. SS* 
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« 

This cudlent v%e eftaUifhed finendiU^ 
•ven between indivklnals of diffiarent nations* 

* Cicero recommended feveral perfons, 
and promoted their intereft from this con- 
fideration. Thus, in his letter toSulpitius^ 
the governor of Achsda, he introduces Lyfo 
to Ins favor, by &ying, ^^ Cum Lyfone 
Fltrenli eft mihi quidem hoipitium vetus, 
quam ego necefiitudinem fande cokndum 
puto,"* 

£v£N war between their refpe£tive nations 
did not dUannul the union. I£ftorians have 
recorded feveral inflances of combatants lay- 
ing down their arms in the heat of battle, out 
of a pious regard to the alliance of hofpitality 
which had been entered into by thdr pro- 
genitors. 

Ijest any one, befides the .perfon to 
^whom it rightfully belonged, fhould claim its 
privileges, the little pledge yras preferved 
with the utmoft care and fecrecy : and no 
one knew the name inicribed on it but the 
pofleflbr. 

* ^^. ad FmM 19. lib* m. 



SECTION in. 

TffE connexion was indijfoluble except by aftdh- 
lie eUfavcwal. 

THE engagement thus entered into could 
not be difpenfed with, unlefs publicly diia* 
vowed in a juridical manner. One of the 
ceremonies prafbifed in this folemn aft of re- 
nunciation, was to break the mark or fymbol 
of hofpitality. By this aft, he who came to 
this open rupture, authentically declared, he 
would for the future have no more com- 
merce with him who had broken his faith 
with him, 

^* Abi, quaere ubi jurejurando tuo fatis fit 
fubiidii ! Hie, apud nos, jam, Alfelimarche, 
coofregiili tefferam.*** 

See, alfo, an inftance recorded by Livy,t 
where Badius Campanus renounces the 
fnendflup of Q^ Crifpinus, 

IsiODORUs declares, ^^ Veteres quando fibi 
promittebant, fiipulam tenentes fraxigebant, 
quam iterum jungentes fponfiones fuas ag* 
nofccbant/'J 

• Plaut. CiftereL Ad ii. Sc I. ▼. a;, f '^«*«'- *"• ^' S- ♦ ^^^ ▼ 
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» 

SEC. IV. 
Difyrace if vuJtUion- 

THIS connexion was founded upon all 
that was honorable in charader> virtuous, in 
principle, and generous and affectionate in 
difpofition. Nothing, therefore, was confid- 
ci'ed fo bafe as a violation of it. ^^ Non de- 
fuere tamen, qui ferarum more, non homi« 
num, ab omni humanitate alieni erant, ut 
non benigne hofpites ad menfam admitterent, 
fed menfac apponerent/** 

Plutarch informs us that thofe who via* 
lated thefe bonds, were Ipoked upon as wick- 
ed and abominable both among Greeks and 
Romans : and the moft injurious thing that 
could be faid of a man Aras to charge him 
with having dilregarded the laws of hofpital- 
ity. ** The vengeance of Jupiter, the patron 
of hofpitality and friendlhip, vifited Philip 
(fays he) for his breach of both, and purfued 
him through life. For he was beaten by.the 
Romans, and forced to yield himfelf to their 

t CiE9ARIU8, dia^ 3. 
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difcretion. In confequence of which he was 
ftripped of all the provinces he had conquer*^ 
ed ; gave up all his ihips, except five ; oblig- 
ed himfelf to pay a thouiand talents, and de- 
liver his fon as a hoftage. He even held 
Macedonia and its dependencies opiy at the 
mercy of the conquerors. Amidft all thefe 
misfortunes, he was poflefled only of one blef- 
fing, a fon of fnperior virtue ; and him he put 
%o death, in his envy and jealoufy of the hon-* 
ors the Romans paid him/'* 

Horace, fpeaking of a degenerate perfos, 
to complete his character, declares him 



** et penetralia 



Sparfifie nofkumo cruore 
Hofpitis." 

Cicero, in his inveAives againft Verres, 
among other crimes, charges him with hav- 
ing been a frequent violator of the rights of 
hofpitality. ^^ Num te ejus lachrymae, num 
fene£his, num hofpitiijus atque nomen, a 
fcelere^ aliquam ad partem humanitatis revor 
care potuit ? Sed quid ego hofpitii jura ii^ 
hac tam immani bellua commemoro, qui 

* Plutailcb*« Avr/ v. 6. p. z 96. Langhonie's tn^faAnu 
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StbcuiiuD Tenmtanum, hofpiteA fumd, oijus 
donram per bofpitium exhaufit et ezmamyit, 
dbfimtem in rcM retukiit, cauia indtda, capita 
daunnarit ; ab eo nunc hofpidDrum jiira 
atqne officia quxramua V^ 

^ Unpitied may he die 
Who to afriend affiftance can deny; 
Nor» to affiAed virtue kind^ 
Unlocks the treafures of his caiod T* 



SECTION V. 

TsM privikges rf ibis friendflAp might be 
claimed by the defcendants * rf the contrqding 
parties^ 

WHEN thia Friendfhip was contraAad 
it became perpetual. The memorials of it 
vere tranfmittcd from father to fon. 

^ Eo prefente homini extempio oftendit 
iymbolum, Quern tute dederas ad eum, t% 
ferret fflio.^t 

* EUUKD. Mtdm. Potter's tran/atiom. 
t ThAVT. Bacchid. ASL U. Sc. 3. 



\ 
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I^AUTus, in his comedy entitled Poenulus^ 
plainly intimates that the defendants of 
thofe who formed the friendly compaft, 
irilght challenge its rights. In the fecond 
fcene of Ad v, he, who had made ^^the 
brotherly covenant'^ with Antidamus, cOmes 
to his fon, not doubting of an a£fedionate 
welcome } for, faith he, 

^' Deum hofpitalcnii ac tefieram mecum £ero.'* 

The interview which fucceeds, is a plead- 
ing illufbration of many of the preceding re- 
marks. Poenulus is introduced inquiring for 
Agoraftodes, who thus replies, 

^' Siquidemae tu Antidam hie quaeris adoptatitiuiSt 
Ego fum ipfus, quern tu^quaeris. 

PCEN. Gfem ! quid audio ? 

AC Antidamse gnatum me efle. 

PCEN. Si ita eft, tefieram conferre fi vis holpitalemi 
Eccsun attuli. 

AG. Agedum hucoftend« I Eft fwr ? Probes 
Nam babeo doncuu 
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FQtN. O mi hofpesy {sdve moltiim f Nsun mihi tura 

pater, 

Pater tutu ergo mihi Anddamas fiiit. 

Hstc mihi hofpitalis teflera cum illo olim f^t. 
AG. Ergo hie apud me hofpidmn tibi prxbebitur. 

P(EN. Dii dent dbi omnia quie ^elis I" 

The antient Greeks, alfo, depofited thefi? 
tokens among their treafures, to keep up the 
memory of their firiendihips to fucceeding 
geoerations ; as we are informed by the com- 
ment of Euftathius on that paflage of Homer 
where Diomedes recounts to Glaucus the 
gifts which their anceftors Oeneus and Belle- 
rophron had prefented each other. 
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SECTION VI. 

A PRACricB of ibis kindfeems to have been in 
ufe among the early chrijlians. 

TERTULUAN has thefe words : « Sic 
omnes probant unitatem ; dum eft illis.com- 
municatio pacis, et appellatio fraternitatis, et 
contefleratio hofpitalitatis : quse jura non 
alia ratio regit quam ejufdem facramenti una 
traditio/'* 

*The teflera was carried by them in their 
travels as an introduction to the friendfhip 
and brotherly kindnefs of their fellow chrif* 
tians.t Afterwards, heretics, to enjoy thofe 
privileges, counterfeited the teflera. The 
diriftians then altered the infcription* This 
was frequently done, till the Nicene council 
gave their fan6tion to thofe marked \(dth the 
initials of the words !!« riif, T/of, Ay/ov Iluf v/xa. 
Thefe B. Hildebrand calls ^^ teflerae cano- 
nica."J 

The impoftor Peregrinus, as we learn from 
the particulars ftated by Lucian,§ feigned 

* De Prtefirif. cap. %o. See alTo S. Amb&os. lib. ii. offic. cap. ax, 
and lib. iiL cap. 7. Cbetsostom. conaome %,dt Lazaro. Augvstin. 
ferm, 70, de temp. Comcil. TwiDMMT.feff. xrr» c. 8. 
f C CoaN A La>idb, Comment, in Pauli Apoft epif. Hsbr. cap. xixi. 
\CeLin Alma Julia. 
S LuciAMi i^rof ^Mi. in. lik 9. p. 325. t£t, Afff' X743* 
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himfdf 2 chriftian, that he might not only 
be dothed and fed by them, but aiCfted on 
his travels and enriched by thdr generofity* 
Bat his artifice was deteded and espofed* 



^ Peregrinus, philofophus gentilis, hicii 
caula religionis chrifiianx fiimulator, edam 
carcerem toleravit ; fed colleda non parva 
pecunia ex deemofynis Sandonim, defdvit, 

iatis fibi aiens in hofpitalitate chrifiianorum.* 

• 

IThe procuring a teffera, as a teftimony of 
evangelization, anfwered all the purpoies, 
and iaved the trouble of formal written cer^* 
tificates, and introdu6l:ory letters of recom- 
mendation. The danger of its being u&d by 
impoftors, as in the cafe of Peregrinus, made 
it neceflary to preferve the token with great 
care, and never to produce it but upon i^;>ec- 
ial occafions. Notwithftanding the fimplicity 
, of this method, it continued in ufe until the 
time of D. Burchardus, Abp. of Worms, 
who flourifhed a. d. 1020, who mentions it 
in a vifitation charge. 

* Ed»9. thrmu tmm utL 78. See alfo the leftisnontet of Aoim 
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SECTION VIL 

. Apflication* 

m 

"WE find from the foregoing feftions that 
the teffera was the teftimonial and pledge of 
the moil perfed friendihip ; the obligations 
of which were mutual, facred, and indiflblu- 
ble, and the benefits perpetual. The little 
token was carefully and privately kept, that 
no one might daim and enjoy its privileges, 
but he for whom they were intended. And 
this euftom, I have thought, gives the moft 
nat;ural explication of the following pafTage in 
Revelations ii. 1 7. To him that avercometh 
will I ffve a white Jione^ and in thejione a new 
name written^ which no man knowetb faving he 
that receiveth it. Allowing the verfe to refer 
to the beforementioned method of com- 
mencing and perpetuadog a Special Friend- 
ihip, the promife will be to this effeA : To 
him that overcometh will I give a pledge of 
my ^ affection which ihall conftitute him my 
iJiiENV^ zxid entitle him to privileges and 

w 
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honors, of which none dfe can know the 
value of extent*^ 

The following apoftrophe in Dr. Watts 
Izxviii hymn of the ift book, b a happy illuf- 
tration of thb pafla^. It repre&nts the 
Saint entreating his beloved Lord. 

^ O let my name engraven fbnd 
fioth on thy heart and on thy hand. 
Seal me upon thine arm, and wear 
That pledge of loye forever there ! 

Stronger than death thy love is kdown. 
Which floods of wrath could never drown i 
And hell and earth in vain combiile 
To quench a flame fo much divihe. 

But I am jealous of my hearty 
Left it fhould once from thee depart ; 
Then let thy name be well impreft 
As a fair fignet on my breaft I** 

* See siore paiticular]^ Diicoviis r* 
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SEC. vm. 

* 

ObjeSfions removed. 

m 

THE opinion of learned commentators 
upon this verfe in the Apocalypfe, fo f ar as 
they differ from this explanation, wiU be 
confidered as leffening its confequence ; the 
objeft of (his feAion, therefore, is to mak^ 
fonn^e remarks nipon the mofi plaufible con- 
ilrudions of this paflage. The explications 
which have been generally adopted, are the 
following* 

I . The text has been confidered as allud* 
ing to the black and white Hones with which 
the judges, among the antients, condemned 
or acquitted the criminal. 

<* Mos erat antiquis, niveis atrifque lapillis. 
His damnare reos, illis abfolvere culpaJ 



»• 



But the latter part of the verfe convinces 
us that it could not intend this pradfpe ; for 
on thefe teflerae there was no name written. 



Ovid. 



2. Others have fuppofed it an allufion 
to the ftone given to iervants whei^ they 
vtre liberated by their mailers, accompanied 
by the name, of Freedman. Yet the benefit, 
the honor, and the privileges of this eman<r 
cipittkm awft b« cQn£err^ in vaia,. orrather 
could i^ot be ^ven at ally u^eis knnvn t^. 
others befides him who received them. 

3* It has igain been i\ippdi!ed to allude 
Id the tokeh or ticket glfeVen to the con- 
queror in the Olympic games, espreffiftg 
his name and fignifying the rtward he W^ 
to receive for his achievements : but here 
the name muft be known or the rc\^^ard coutd 
HOC beproNcur^ 



t. 
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CHAP. n. 

OF THE ARRHA HOSPITALE. 

THIS name was given to the pocket-pieces, 
or keep-iakes, formed by breaking a piece of 
money in two. Such broken coins are frcr 
quently found at Rome* On one fide are the 
IieacU of Aug. C^sar wd M» Agrippa |^ 
on the other a crocodile chained to a tree, 
with the words COL. N£M. [Colonia N£« 
MAU^usj a province of Gaul, with which 
thofb Princes were rewarded after the con*; 
^ueft of £gypt* See in tie FramiQaecij £» e. 

pLAtTus introdt^ces Palaeftrio, in his comr 
cdy entitled ** Miles Gloriofus/' prefenting 
a token of this name. 

^^ Hung arrabonem amoris primum a me 
recipe.*** The Romans, probably, obtained 
both the word and the cuftom from the an- 
tient Hebrews. The word is ufed, i Samu- 

• A6t IV. Seen. I. 
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iidy xvii. 1 8. where David is &nt to the 
camp to £ee how his brethren fared, and to 
take their OTOTJ; [arrabon] pledge. The 
Greek word a^toiv^ q pl^dge^ or furetyy oc- 
curs 2 Cor. i. 22. V. 5* and Ephes. i. 14. It 
v^ alfot ufed in the Septuagint yerfion of 
Qen. xxxvii. 17, 18, 20, 'Where it anfwers 
tp the Hebrew \ans* 

In the Froraifpiece D, d. is copied, from a 
plate of curious articles, an antique, whicli 
from its form, and the dafped hands engrav- 
ed upon it, will be readily undcrftood to be- 
long to this dais of teiferx : and may be 
Confidered as corroborative proof that the 
cuftom we are duddating came originally 
from the Hebrews^ 
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CHAP, m. 

OF THE BACILLUS* 

THE bacillus Was a love-token entirely 
refembting the teffera bofpitalis. It is thus 
defcribed by Olaus Woimius : ^' Bacillus eft 
quadratus trium poUicum longitudine ; lat- 
itudine tertia parte pollicis ; latera quatuor 
charaderibusjinfignita habens ; expruno fyU 
veftri, ut videtur, fabricatus.*'* 

A FibuRE of one he has given may be (een 
in the plate^F, f. He fuppofes the letters t6 
be amatorial^ and fo written as to convey in 
an intricate, or anagrammatic, manner the 
fume of the lover, in a fentiment of attach- 
ment intelligible to alL 

The words on the tejfera amatoria or bacUlus^ 
which he has defcribed are : 

Bjnaffa vuet hitrejld mina off 
Thenke/hl inde Landum. 
« Nomen meum novit anyciffima mea 
Ex amoris hac teilera Landuxn.'* 

* himutmadM Danu^rum lit. zvlL 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND APOLOGY 



TO 



SUBSCRIBERS. 

To the refpe&ed officers and mem- 
BEI18 of the GRAND LODGE, and to my 
beloved brethren of the feveral lodges 
throughout the Commonwealth, my grate- 
fill acknowledgments are due for thfe kind 
encouragement and liberal patronage they 
have given to this work. This inftance of 
their benevolent attention, added to the 
various other favors they have heaped upon 
me, affeds me fenlibly. I wifli I could bet- 
ter exprefs and better repay my obligations. 
I hope they will not be altogether difappoint- 
ed in the volume ; and that it may prove 

wf MONUMENT OF MT GRATITUDE TO THEM^ 
AND OF MT ATTACHMENT TO MASONRT* 

k 

I REGRET that, fubfcription papers not 
having been returned in feafon, the lift of 
Subfcribers is fo very imperfeft. It com- 
prifes but about half the lodges. I have 
heard repeatedly pf the encouragement thi» 
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work has met in lodges whofe returns have 

not reached me, and from brethren whole 
names would do honor to my lift. 

As a change of Officers* has taken place 
lince the papers were fubfcribed, I found my- 
felf not a little embarrafled in affixing proper 
titles J but, from the returns of lodges at 
the quarterly communications of the Grand 
Lodge, endeavoured to make the neceffitry 
alterations. 

For reafons, which will be apparent to 
the Brethren, civU titles are omitted alto« 
gether. 

For any error or mifhomer in tranfcrib- 
ing the lifts I muft beg pardon. The texture 
of the fubfcription paper was fuch tha^ the 
ink fpread fo as to render fome of the names 
fcarcely legible. 

T. M. HARRIS. 

PORCHESl^R, MovNT-PoTOti, 
Jtfly 7, 1801. 
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Judah Hayes, z i Nathaniel Tucker. 

Thomas K^ Jones, 4 i R. D. Tocker. 

John Mc. Lean, 2 | David Tyler. 

Samuel Prince^ | Robert Wier, jupr. a 

Joihua Revere. ♦ 



I 
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St. PSTKR's LQEIOR (lif^fimy f^J" 

IL W. Jofhua Greenleaf^ K. T. Majhr. 
W. Stq)lieii Howard, K. T. Stmor Warden 
W. Sunnel A. Otis» K. T. Tmmfafir. 
W. Abraham Perldns, K* T. Secretgry. 

MEMB^ES 00^ BRETHREN. 

Edwaid Bofi, JQiu t W. Andrew Fr 

Ednrand M. Blmit. J jun. R. A. 

W. Samuel Cader, K. T. I Reuben Jones. 

Jonathan Dalton. t W. Jacob Perkins, K. T. 



TRINmr LODGE, (Lancajkr.) 

R. W. John Maynard, Majkr. 

W. Eli Stearns, 3emr Wnrdan. 

W. Jacob Fifhcr, Jumtfr Warden. 

Br. Jonas Lane, Treafurerm 

Br. Jofi^h Flagg, Secretary* 

R. W. Michael Newhall, P. M. 
R. W. Abraham Hafkell, P. M, 

MEMBERS AND BRETHREN. 

AbdW. Athmon. t Oliver PbHard. 

Soloa^ Cartn*, J. D. V John Robbins. 
Edward Gpodwin, S. D. I £dward Stevenfon. 
}6tm Hunt. I Robert B. Thomas. 

Elnathan Pottej. i Samuel Ward. 



m 



WAR&EN LODGE, (MaMas.) 

R. W* John Cooper, ISafter^ 2 

W. Ebenezer Inglee, Senior Warden. 
W. Jacob Pennunan, Junior Warden. 

* For legend of the fubfcriben 10 this Lod^e, fee tke Rmai 



V" 



Br. Samuel £Ilu» Tre^/krer*. 
R. W. Ralph H. Bowles, Secretary*, 

K. W. William Chaloncr, P. M. 

R. W. Marihal Thaxter, P. M- 

Br. Phineas Bruce. 



KING SOLOMON'S LODGE, (Charlefirmn.) 

R. W. Oliver Holden, Mafler^ t 

W. David Goodwin, juiu Senior Warden. 
W. Amariah Childs, Junior Warden. 

Br, Melzar Holmes, Treafurer. 
Br. William M. Englifb, Secretary* 

MEMBERS AND BRETHREML 

Nathan Adams. ^ Samuel Jaques. 

William Bentley. I Peter Jones. 

Amariah Childs. f ThomasO.Larkin,P.S.W. 

David Devens. I Lot Meriam. 

John Edmonds. I William NewhalL 

W. M. Englifflu I WiUiam Pratt, 

Edward Goodwin. 1 Andrew Radplace. 

John Goodwin. I Thomas Robbins. 

Benjamin Gorham. I F. Siffon. 

John Gorham. i Ammi R. Tufts. 

Jofliua Hooper. i Kaac Williams. 

Francis Hyde. ▼ 



ESSEX LODGE, {Sa)em.) 

R. W. Benjamin Hodges, Mafter. * 2 

W. James King, Senior Warden^ 
W. Abel Lawrence, Junior Warden. 

Br. Stephen Abbot, Treafurer. 
Br. Edward Lang, Secretary. 

R, W. Jof^ph HiUer, P. M. 2 



f 

m 



^ • 
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SiAfcribers* Ifames^ 

MEMBERS AMD BRETHREN. 



John Albree. 
John Becker* 
Cornelius Brifi^ 
Thomas Bowoitch. 
Benjamin Carpenter. 
John Dabney. 
Samuel Derby. 
James Devereux. 
Edward Dorr, K. T. 
H. Elkins. 
Jofeph Evdeth. 
Robert Foftcr. 
¥rdliam Godihall. 
Jofkua Goodale. 
Thomas Hartfhome. 
Danid Hathome. 
Hugh Irwin^ 



♦ John Jenks. 
Samuel Mafbury. 
, onathan Mafim. 
, ames OdelL 
ofiah Ome. 
, ohn Page. 
Samuel rage. 
David Patten, R. A. 
William Patterfon. 
Jonathan Perce. 
Daniel Sage. 
Enoch Swett. 
M. Townfcnd. 
Robert Tucker. 
Ifaac Very. 
Jofeph Vincent. 
John Wefton. 



LINCOLN LODGE, (Wifiafiu) 

R. W. Abicl Wood, Mafter, 

W. Jacob Brown, Senior Warden. 

W. Jofeph Stevens, Jumor Warden, 

Br. Thomas W. Crate, Treafurer, 

Br. Jofeph Tinkham, Secretary, 

R. W. Sdas Lee, P. Ml 
MEMBERS AND BRETHREN. 



Samuel Adams. 
Roylance Childs, 
J. Choate. 

Ezekiel Cutler, S. D. 
John Duhon, 
John Farley. 
John S. Faye. 



I 
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Ebenezer Gove. 
William Hodge. 
Jeremiah W. Noyes. 
Michael 0(bom. 
Maiiner Pearfon. 
Alexander Troupe, J. D.. 



StAfartbers^ Names. 339 

• 

MORNING STAR LODGE, (W^rcefter.) 

R. W: James Wilfim, Mafter^ 2 

M. Benjamin Andrews, Senior Warden* 
W. Jedediah Healey, Jtmior Warden* 

Br, Jcfle Craigt Treafurer^ 

Br. John Green, Secretary. 

R. W. William CaldweU, P. M. 2 

R. W. Nathaniel Paine* P. M^ z 

/ MEMBERS. AND BRETHREN. 

{ofeph Allen, jun. .^ Daniel Gonlding. 

>aniel Boyter, f John Johnfon. 

Thomas Chandler. - f George Merriam. 

Zenas Crane. f Ephraim Mower. 

Samuel Flagg. • William White, 



FRANKLIN LODGE, {Chejhire.) 

R. W. Robert Walker, Majler. 
W. Chad Brown, Senior Warden* 



R. W. Jofeph Jarvis, P. M. 

MEMBERS AHh BRETHRBK 

Melandhon W. Wells, ♦ Barney J. Read. 
R. A. V Jotham Cuihman. 



REPUBLICAN LODGE, (GreenfieU.) 

R. W. John Stone, Majler. 
W. Amos Comwell, Senior Warden. . 
• W. William Wait, Junior Warden. 
Br. Calvin Munn, Treafurer. 
Br. Caleb Alvord, Secretary^ 

R. W. John Long, P. M, 
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SybfarOa^ Nmei. 



MEMBERS Mm BRETHREN. 



Elijah Alrord. 
Elijah AlTord, 2d. 
D^el Afhcrait. 
Joicph Babcock 2d. 

iohnW. Blake, 
f ofes BondwdL 
Dadley Fiik. 
SamodFlai 
Lcmnd FoJ 
Eli GraTcfi. 
Calvin HalL 




Joieph Henry. 
Robert rlcnry. 
Elijah Lambl 
Samuel Pickett, jus. 
John Pioks. ^ 
Samuel RoTs. 
Stephen Taylor. 
David Wait. 
Stephen Webfter, 2d. 
EKiha Wells. 



COLUMBIAN LODGE, {Bo/hn.) 

R. W. John W. Folfom, Mafter, 
W. Amafa Stetfon, Sfnhr Warden. 
W. Daniel Baxter, Junior Warden. 
]^. Samuel Stetfon, Treajkrer. 
Br. William J. Mc. Donell* Secretary. 



mrm 



R. W. Joftph Churchill^ P. M. 



MEMBERS AN» BRETHREN. 



Samuel Albree. 
Edward Atkins. 
John G. Coffin. 
Ammi Cutter, jun. 
Mefor Davidfon. 
William Farmer. 
Thomas Feflendon. 
John B. Green.. 
John B. Hammatt. 
William Ingalls. 



Saiiiuel Johns. 
Peter Kennedy. 
John Perkins, 
Thomas Pons. 
J. F. Sleeper. 
John Somes. 
Benjamin Stetfon. 
EliAa Tower. 
John J. Volcntine. 
William Whittington. 



• 



I Subfcribers^ Names. • 341- 

CINCINNATUS LODGE, {Ne^ Marlbortmgh.) 

R. W. Dan Chappell, Mafter* 

Br. Joho Budd. 

Br. Benjamin Rogers. 



WASHINGTON LODGE, {Rmshury.) 

R. W. John Ward, Mafter. 

W. Phinehas WithiQgton, Senior JVardefu 

W. Samuel Barry, Junior Warden* 

Br. Jofeph Ruggles, Treafurer, 

Br. J(din Bowen, Secretary. 

R. W.' Ebenezer Seaver, P. M. 

R. W. Simeon Pratt, P. M. 
R. W. Nathamel Ruggles, P. M. 

MEMBERS AND BRSTH&BK. 

David Dana. ^ Mofes Harriman* 

Ebenezer Davis. f Thomas Williams, jun* 

Charles Dorant. f Enos Withington* 

Samuel Gore. I 



KING HIRAM LODGE, {Truro.) 

R. W. Jonathan Cook, Mafter. 

^ W. Jofliua Atkins Mayo, Serdor Warden. 

W. Jonathan Nickeribn, Junior Warden. 

Br. Solomon Cook, Treafuter. 

Br. Samud Cook, Secretary 

MEMBERS AND BRETHREN. 

Stephen Adcins, jun. t ' S. Coznate* 
Edward Cook. f Freeman Gozer. 
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Subfcriberi^ Names. 



HARMONY LODGE, (NorthfiM.) 

R- W. Solomon Vofe, Pafl MaJUr. 

Br. Edward Houghton, Treafurer. 

Br. Samuel Wliitingy jun. Secretary* 

Br. Obadiah Dickmfon. 

Br. Elifha Hollifter. 

Br. Mofes Howe* 



UNION LODGE, {Derchefter.) 

R. W. James Davenport, Mafler* 

W. Edward W. Baxter, Seniar Warden. 

W. Samuel B. Lyon, Junior Warden* 

Br. Thomas Williams, Treafttrer, 

' Br. Nathaniel Minot, Secretary. 

R. W. Ebenezer Withins[ton, jd. R. jf. P. VL i 
R. W. Edmund Bifer, R. A. P. M. 4 

MEMBERS AND BRETHREN. 



Samuel Capen. 

Henry Cox. 

Satnuel Crehore, R. A. 

Ebenezer Davenport, jUn. 

Joiiah Davenport. 

Jofeph Fofter. 

Amafa Fuller, 2 

Samuel Glover. 

Jeffe Goodcnow. 

John Hawes. 

Bcla Heaifey. 



John Holmes. 
S^miuel How. 
Benjamin Jacobs. 
Lewis Leach. 
George Manning. 
JohnMclUni. 
Samuel Richards. 
John Sullivan. 
Edward Withington. 
Jofeph" W. Withington. 
Lemuel Withington. 



THOMAS' LODGE, (Monfin.) 

R. W. Samuel Guthrie, Mafler. 

W. Ozem Blafhfield, Senior Warden. 

W. Edc \Mxiuker, Junior Warden. 

Br. Ifaac Holmes Treafurer. 

Br. Joel Norcrofs, Secret ar}. 



Subfiribers^ times. 
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MEMBERS AND BRETHREN. 



Gideon Abbot. 
Calvin Eaton. 
Hezekiah Fi&. 
John Hoar. 
Comfort Johnfbn. 



Alfred Munn. 
Amos Norcrols. 
Clement Trowbridge. 
Edward Turner. 
Samuel D. Ward. 



FELLOWSHIP LODGE, (Bridgwater.) 

R. W. Simeon Dunbar, Mafter. 
W. Ifaac Lazel, Senior Warden. 

Br. Nathan Lazel, Treafurer. 
Br. Daniel Howard, Secretary. 

R. W. Hedtor Orr, P. M. 

MEMBERS AND BRETHREN. 



Seth Alden. 
John Ames, jun» 
Elias Dunbar. 
Noah Fearing. 
Daniel Howard* 



Sylvanus Lazell.' 
Nathan Mitchel. 
Daniel Ripley. 
Zenas Waibbunu 



CORINTHIAN LODGE, {Concord.y 

R. W. Thomas Heald, Majier. . 

W. Reuben Bryant, Senior JVarden. 

W. Andrew Adams, Junior Warden* 

Br. John Richardfon, Treafurer. 

MEMBERS AND BRETHREN. 



Nathaniel Adams. 
Theodore Babfon. 
Abel Barrett, P. J. W. 
Samuel Barrett. 
Daniel Brooks. 



S. P. P. Fay. 
John Hartwell, P. S. W. 
Jonathan Hildreth. 
Jonathan Hoar. 
Cyrus Hofmer. 
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Joflina Brooks. ^ Francis Jarvifc 

Roger Brown. f Henry Jones. 

Horatio J. ButtricL I Thomas Mercer. 

Jonathan Curtis. I Samad Totdc. 



St. PAUL'S LODGE, {Groton.) 

R. W. Oliver Frcfcott, jun. Majbr. 

W. 'Timothy Bigelow, Senior Warden. 

W. James Prefcott, Junior Warden. 

Br. Thomas Gardner, Treajunr. 

Br. John Walton^ Secretary. 

R. W. James Brazer, Paft Mafler. 
R. W. Thomas Whitney, PaJI Mafter. 

MEMBERS AifD BRETHREN. 

Shohal C. AHen. t Wallis Little. 

AbelBoynton. I Abel Moore. 

Tilly Buttrick. I Samfon Woods. 

Jofeph Commings, jun. f 



OLIVE BRANCH LODGE, {Oxford.) 

R. W. Jonathan Learned, Mafier. 
W. Jeremiah Kingftury, jun. Senior Warden. 
W. Reuben carton, Jtanor Warden. 
Br. Sylranus Town, Treafurer. 

Br. Peter Butler, S. D. 

Br. William Robinfon, J. D. 

Br. Jonathan DaTis. 



MERIDIAN SUN LODGE, (BrookfieU.) 

R. W. Cheney Reed, Majler. 

W. Benjamin Drury, Senior Warden. 

W. Francis Clark, ^iwwr Warden. 

Br. JcAn Cutter, Treafurer. 
Br. Liberty Bannifter, Secretary. 



^ubfciikers^ Nmet^ 
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MBMBS&& 4IW BRBTHaXM. 



Robert Oader. 
Suneon Dniper* 
Pearler Hale. 
£no8 Hitcfacoclc 



Mo&s Hitchcock. 
Daniel Morie. 
Thomas Rice* 
Tlllf Bice> jim. 



SB 



tgran^fm 



MERIDIAN LODGE, {Waterttmn.) 

IL W. Nathaniel Wdd, Mafier. 

W. Jofeph Fierce, Setuor Warden. 

W. William Bond, Jwuor Warden. 

R. W. William Hull, P. M. 



MEMBERS AND BRETHREN. 



Jonathan Alden. 
Daniel Gxdidge. 
Nathan Fuller 



f Walter Hunnewell. 
R, Richardibo. 
% Jonas Wood. 



■■ 
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MOUNT MORIAH LODGE, {RnuBng.) 

R. W. John Hart, Mafter. 
W. Oliver Pope, Senior Warden. 
W. James Gomd, Junior Warden. 
Br. David Smith, Treafurer. 
Br. Thomas Swain* Secretary. 



MEMBERS AND BRETHREN. 



Thomas Emerlbn. 
Stephen Hale. 



1 



Oliver Sw ain. 
Nathaniel Wiley. 



34^ Subfcribers^ Homes* 

EASTERN STAR LODGE, {RMkab.) 

R. W. Ifaac Fowler, R. A. Mafter. 

W. Lewis Wbeaton, R. A. Senior Warden. 

W. James EUts, R. A. Jwior Warden. 

Br. Jofeph Wheaton, Trtafiurer. 

Br. Ebenezer Short, Secretary. 

MEMBERS AMD BRETHREN. 

Benajah Bamej. ^ Ifi:ael Nichols. 

Philip Bowers. f Nathaniel M. Pidge. 

Gardner Mafon. I Barnard Wheeler, S. D. 

Gardner Mafon, 2(L f Daniel Wheeler. 

Jacob Miller. ^ 



KING DAVID'S LODGE, {Tawam.) 

R. W. John W. Smith, Majler. 

W. William Seaver, Senior Warden. 

W. Foftcr Swift, Junior Warden. 

R- W. Seth Paddleford, R. A. P. M. 

MEMBERS AND BRETHREN. 

Samnel Crocker. ^ Leonard Porter. 

Samuel Faies. f James Sproat. 



Names interfperfed in the preceding Lifts. 

Br. Jofeph Gleafon, of St. Andrew's Lodge, {Boftw.) 

Br. J. D. Hopkins, J. D. of Portland Lodge. 

Br. Ifaac Story, J. W. of Hancock Lodge. 

Br. Caleb Allen, of Mount Vernon Lodge. 
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GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER 

OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

• 

Benjamin Hurd, jun. G. H. P- 2 

Joshua Gilbbni.ea^9 D. G- H. P# 

William Mc. Kean» G- K. 

Charles Jackson* G. Scribe. 

Seth Sweetser> G. SccreUry. 

Henry Purritt, G. MarihaL 

Hezekiah Hudson, 'I 

Amos Tapfah. f q stewards. 

Davio Stanwood* I 

Angxbr March, j - 
Robert Newman, Gr, Infide CentincL 
William Tarbox, Gr. Outfide Tyler. 



OFFICERS OF St. ANDREWs ROYAL ARCH 

CHAPTER, (Bqfton.) 

M. E. James Harrifon, H. P. 

E. Henry Fowic, K. 

E. John Lamfon, S. 

C. Eliflia Sigourney, T. 

C. Samud BiUings, P. S. 

C. Andrew Sigourney, R. A. C 

C. Hezekiah Hudfon, C. Hoft. 

Companions, Henry Purkitt, 1 

Jofeph Tucker, V G. M. V. 
Benjamin Smith, J 
John Raymond, K. T. 



348 Std^iriben' Names. 

OFnCERS cp KING CYRUS* ROYAL ARCH 
CHAPTER, {Nnvhifj Fort.) 

M. E» Jonatfaan Gage, H. P. 
£. Gilman White, K. 
* £• Nathaniel Knap, jon. S. 
C. SamndA. Otit,T. 
C Edward Dorr, P. & 
C Charles Jackfim, C. H. 
David Coffin, 1 
Amoi Tappan* > G. 11 V^ 
AngierMai^ J 
E. Dudley Atldni Tyng, P. G. K. ft K. T. 4 
E. William Woait, P. G. Secmary. 
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